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THE THIRD DAY, 


Here was a dra^ ing of ^'nside of the great 
hall; with the King and Queen ]A)lding festival. In 
the back-ground was r sketch of what seemed to be 
a pageant acted there; and yet the spectators ap¬ 
peared ^.0 be looking on, with an interest too serious 
for so trihing a performance. In tlie margin, also, 
was drawn, the chapel before mentioned, with a 
marriage ceremoLy at tlie porch. 
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TH.aD DAY. 


On the raoiTow, the Prior of Saint 
Mary’s was mth the King, before the 
esquirttb^be;”had clipped his dread High- 
• ness’s beard, or the rushes had been 
•strewed on the chapel-fl'^r for the bridal 
company, or even the ox-chinc, the man- 
chets and the pitchers of wine had been 
delivered out from the kucfaane and^tlhe 
buttery-hatch, for the brCi^kfasts of the 
King and Queen and their lords and 
ladies. He told his Highness, that no 
person of the name of Reginald de Fol- 
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viJle on the burial lists bf'thi'I Pri- 
ory; nor was there any inhabitant of that 
house^ or of I^giilworth, yet .^scovered, 

w^ho redwinbered tha* name/ connected 

l . . ' 

with (he extraordinary circumstances that 

had been Matefl., It was, however, noto- 

rious, that robberies had fifequently been 

committed in he woods and chases of 

ir ^ 

Kenilwortli, where many .close and lark 

r 

thickets were the •home' cf outlaws ; and 
that no single person, and few small com¬ 
panies, cbuld travel in safety through any 
part of the forest^ of Ardern. “ He re¬ 
marked, that, if the merchant had suf¬ 
fered there the outrage he had alleged, it 
was extraordinary he.shoidd now venture 

i. 

to travel over the same ground, without 
guid^', or companion, to lessen his danger; 
for, it had app'^ared from'himself, that he 

tit ■ t 

was travelling without either. 

It liras no less extraordinary, that, if 
thi^j^amitous adventure, related by th(* 

• # I 
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inerchart, had aeciirred so near to Kenil- 
worth, and so few years back, it shouW 
not be generally known a:id still re- 
^neinbercd there. From thes-e ciroim- 
stances, and parti^'rJarly f^’om that of the 
nanje of ReginaM de FolviUe not being 
found in the cemetery-book of the Pri¬ 
ory,, and from th"' absenr : of every other 
merriorial of such a person, save 5n the 
charge itself, t*he Prior scrupled not to 
insist, that the stranger, now in confine¬ 
ment, was ah impostor, falsely calling him- 
self a merchant; who, for his own private 
ends, ^sought the jfuiii and the life of Sir 
Gaston de Blordevillc. 

His Highness seemed well satisfied that 
ft should I)e so; and, in his indignation 
against the accus:n*, declared, that nis life 
should be forfeited, for the crime of having 
sought another’s. He called for Sir Gas¬ 
ton; and, having acquainted him with 
the result of the Prirr’s inquiries, assured 
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him, that his honour should cleared 

’ ^ • 

:from suspicion, and his accuser openly 

condemned^: uiid his Highness told him, 
that, sii.ee he would soon be urable to 
serve him as ? knight of his household, 
rach being batchelors on^y, as well as that 
all the world might have proof of his spot¬ 
less honour, h( would pluce him amongst 
the robles of bis land. 

So saying, his Highness bade him to his 
intended bride, and to hail her Baroness 
of Blondeville; also to warn her to be 
ready for the appointed ceremony of her 
maniage, by then two hours were past: 
and forthwith his Highness departed the 
chamber. 

The Earl, her father, when " he heaid 
of what had passed, in the presence of the 
King, apd ot the new dignity conferred 
on Sir Gaston, was well contented to re- 
ceivfc. th^ young Baron fpr his son ; but the 
lady, her mother, wfiose tenderness, being 
more than her ambition, made h^r fe^Arful 
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of conWfjr tidings, was not yet com¬ 
pletely ^assured, thac thib would be a 
hSjypy nafaoa for her child. The Lady 
Barbara hersdf, however, nothirg doubt¬ 
ing the worth of her suitor, loved him not 
the less for having been accused, nor the 
better for having been raised to new dig¬ 
nity*: .nevertheless, she too’: tne distinction 
in good part, rejoicing, that it siiould thus 
appear he had i!of fallen in the esteem of 
his Highness, the King. 

She was mow in her bower, already 
attireS for hridal, attended by her six 
maidens, the daughters of some of the first 
nobles of the realm. And, although this 

i 

be not a gay history, chronicling the va¬ 
nities of women, yet will we here report 
all that we heard of this ?ady, in jo far 
as her appearance may t jll what might 


be seen in the King’s court, at this time. 
She wore on her hair a string pf pearls of 

j 

great value and a necklace of the same, 
giv^n hp by the young Baion. Her robe, 
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white as the lawn of the Archbishop, was 

confined by the precious girdle, ^ven to 

her by the Queen ; and over all she wore, 

the veii^if sister, and pity it was, thr,t 

so fair a vestal should be relinquished to 

this worlA,’ instead of beine retained in 

• hi 

the coinraunity, which had once looked to 


have her their| own. Bi\t I say ngt' now 
more of her appearance, at this time.'" 

King Henry, during his visits to Kenil¬ 
worth, had newly repaired and adorned 


the chapel of the castle, ?nd there the 
marriage was to be solemn:jedl 'By his 

t 

command, the walls had been painted with 
<^the story of*-King Edward, the Confessor,' 
‘^gi'/ing the ring off his finger to a poor 

I 

stranger. The floor was strewed witli 

rusha^ and oak leaves, and with such 

sweet flowers / ,s the season afforded, from 
• * 

the woods and the ggirdens. The lights 
were all a-blaze, so that they overcame the 
perpetual tomb ligljts of Geoffrey de Clin- 
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ton, tiJhe founder of the castle, in-erred ’n 
the clrnpel hefe. 

Wheifthe trumpets had sounded, there 
^went forth •in procession, first, the Queen 
and hei; court, her ladies pacing befoie her, 

I 

two and two, according to thcii rank, pre- 


cedfed by her 'minstrels and the officers of 
hen household. Next bc iore her High¬ 
ness went tile biiide, her six maidens strew¬ 
ing flowers bef(»’c*her, unfl Maria, the fa¬ 
mous French poetess, who was then .:t 
the Queen’s,court, playing on her harp. 
Amongst tlj,e Jadies •encompassing her 
Highndss, were the Countesses of Corn¬ 
wall dhd Pembroke, (the Letter then* be 
come Countess of Montfort) and the Irdj 
mother the I)ride. 

WTien these nobles and gentils had been 
met at the gates of the nrecinct of the 
priory, fcy a part of the choir, and by two 
of the secidar clergy, and had been led to 
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tJtie poKsli of the chapel, they were more 
fully received l|eneath it by-otheJst^of the 
elergy, repeating what is appoiiited to 1*6 
'there w^ejed into the chapel 

by those, who tad received them,/and so 
were they placed, every^ one according to 
their rank, unless when Uho Queen made 


any ^ especial^ choice. Then, the Kmg’s 
trumpets rjblew ^ up, anfl'^ds Highnus^ ap¬ 


proached, accompanied of^ Prince Edward 
and the Earl of Cornwall, and attended 


by the knights of his Highness’s body, the 
knights of his fiousehold, and a cojmtless 
train pf nobles—^the young Baron con¬ 
spicuous amc^ them 'dll, for that grace- 
Sa\ ^nd gallant air, for which those of his 
nation were renowned. The cloud, that 
was pver himj'esterday, had passed, and 
his countenance was joybUo as the day. 

,And next to this young lord in grace, 
and high above in dignity, was the Arch- 
Inshdp himself of lofty stature and of 
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veneraUe. ^nd conunandiBg aspjct, he 
passed^ i(ith slow ai^d stately steps, pre¬ 
ceded byrhkhops and others of the church, 

* his purple train borne up by two pages, 
and hi&^own virger making due place for 
him and bis part'cf the proeessicn. Mean¬ 
while, those of tfx^ clergy and of the choir, 
who^had received the Queen, had returned 
to i^e precinct-^ate, whence, with due sen¬ 
tences, uttered |)efore the whole company, 
but ’specially before the bridegroom, they 
led him to the porch, where the banns 
were J^lly proclaimed. • 

1 hold it*not meet to speak here, with 
^ greater pourtraymcnt, of the more solemn 
cerem<3nies in the chapel itself, only that, 
when the Archbishop came to the lowest 
step, he stayed there some time, with 

* bended bead in silence, the bishops having 
passed tb their places; and then the min¬ 
strels and the children of the chapd b^an 
an anthem, which ended not till vhe Arch- 
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^ishop)^ the King, the bride and bride- 
groom, had advanced to® theil* fproper 
•places, and, the bride’s veil^irhajsfing been 
* throwiP^ckj Ihe Archbishop,' on the spe- 

' * I 

cial (Command* Of the King, began to read 
what is appoint^?.d. ^ 

• There was that dayt^ m the chapel, 
ampng the ci’owd, by softie unknown ahap, 
a strangfinr, wllb' scenild "to observe, ^with 
more* attention’ than Hkj , greater part, all 

f 

that passed, yet did lie ntwer ask a ques¬ 
tion,*" nor speak to any one there. He was 
seen in different parts, although ilhp. press 
of people was so great, it was difficult for 
uUny one to change hi.^ station. At last, 
'having reached the ^ sepulchre of Cxcoffrey 

de Clinton, he leaned among the tomb-lights 

\ 

therq and moved no more. There was 
in his countepance a touching sohunnity, 
while he watched the progress ol the ce- 
renjony, which was noticed by many pre¬ 
sent ; for, in his whole demeanour there 
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>1 

was something, though it was diffic*ult tc 
explaiii%w^t, that dvew away the atten¬ 
tion of from the sight they came 
*to witness, jfnd that was pity, for it was 
such a sight as is.seldom seen. 

King Henry, o*f* goodly stature and of 
comely counteil^inLC, was in a robe of dark 
J)lue #;^elvet; and* with the dignity of his 
can^/ge* there wy.s mixed an aii of good 
humour, that rna^It* aU men' feel at ease in 
iiis presence. His son, Prince Edward, it 
was remarked^ had a sterner look than 
had hii^ fath^*. ^Many,* wlio knew, that 
^the Kings heart was good, in many res¬ 
pects, lamented his wcal>ness"?s, and that 
Ins passions too often carried him away. 
He now appeared in his state and well 
able to enjoy, it; but the Archbirbop, 
with his firm, composed, and solemn coun- 
tenance and lofty figure, made all other 
dignity appear as nothing. He was I9ce 
some oak of our forest, whose grey top has 
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^raveffthe stonns of centimes, and whose 
mighty branches stUl afford sh^tcT to the 
storm-beset traveller, and te <!he plants 
and flbiyerSeat his feet. The Lady Bar¬ 
bel’S was the* lily there; the Baron de 
BlondeviBe^ young beech, growing at 
hand, with all its glCss/ branched and 
light foliage, spreading forth in graceful 
beauty. ‘What pity, if'tfie lightniifg s^buld 
sere' those green lepesc and destroy its . 
^omise! 

Whfen the Archbishop asked, who gave 
away the maiden,^ his Highness ad^^rancing, 
graciously delivered her to the Baron, who 
‘ bending one knee, received her' of the 
%3ng; but, as he rose up, his countenance 
showed not joy, or love-^it showed con- 
sfemation. ,His eyes had glanced on the 

4 

tomb of Geoffrey de Clintbn, and were now 


rivetted, where the stranger stood. The 
stranger, as he still leaned amidst the 
torcfaes‘’thepe, seemed, however, unmoved 
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* s 

by the dismayed looks of the bridegroom; 
his gloom/sternness ^as unshaken. JBut 
the* einotien of the Baron increased: his 
fooks became deadly pale^ and ]he cooki no 
longer repeat the.w^ords,.that were neces¬ 
sary in the ceremofty.^ All,e/es n ere soon 
directed upon hini, and then upon the 
Lady Barbara, who fell into a swoon, and 
wouiJ *liJive sunk,bn the ground, had not 
,the Kings arm si^slained*hor. Her iliai- 
dens, and some of the Queen s ladies has¬ 
tened to her assistance; but, though al¬ 
most ev^y*one in^the chapel, looked upon 
her with* pity and care, the Baror re¬ 
garded hfcr not, nor seemed to .know what 
had hapj^ned to her. His attention was 
still fixed upon the tomb, whither, too, 
directed by his looks, all other eyes row 
turned; but they perceived 'mly the ex¬ 
tended marble image of the dead one 
within, and the torches burning round it. 
The stranger was no longer there^ The 


No 
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» hast^ surprise of the Kingo the calm dis¬ 
pleasure of Ihe archbishop, the severe cu¬ 
riosity of the young Prince Edward,«> the 
distrfes of^tlie lady* mother,“ and the won- 
der of all, where this might end, may not 
be told.'" '* / 

His Highness, inquiring of those about 
him whenee this confusion had arisen, was 
answered, there was stranger/in the 
chapel, who Seemed tfd be known only to 
the Baron, and it was surely the sight of 
him, ^ which had occasioned this disorder. 
Then, the -King conijnanded, dhat the 
doors should be shut, and search made for 
this unknown per^son, whom he suspected 
•to be some secret colleague of the young 
Baron’s accuser, come hither purposely to 
infemipt the ceremony; and he com¬ 
manded als^, that the 'service should pro¬ 
ceed, as soon as the parties atfected should 
recover their presence of mind. Many , 
there thought^the King too hasty in this, 
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and the |\rdibishop himself testified no 
willingness to proceed/ ' 

The Baron did not long remain in his, 
^apparent torpor, but, on his recovery, he 
seemed like one Awakened from a dream: 
he looked round, wiili fear and surprise; 
and, iixing his eyep again on the tomb, he 


\V(;11 nigh relapsing, tl^ough nothing 

ii' 

there was seen,'save the marble image 
and the torch-lighis around it. - The King 


spoke graciously to him, and, when the 
haron heard Jiis voice, he made most 


humbl(f®gestuj^c Ijcfore Ris Wiglmess, and 
^,:raved hfs pardon for the disturbance he 
had created. 


You must ask pardon of this lady, ’ 
said the Kyig, showing to him the bride, 
who was now nearly reviving; for it is 
she only who has suffered.” 

Then, the young Baron seemed^ for thh 
first time, to know fully what liad hap¬ 
pened, and he hung pve’’ her with sadness 
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' and anxiety; yet divers of th^ courtiers 

- p 

thought he mt morc for himself than for 
«her, and of this number were those, who 
envied hinf the new honour he had ratr 
tained. 

When the bride had recovered, her 
lady-mother would have withdrawn her 
frdm the cfiapel, and she herself wished 

(r ' ' d’ 1 

go .away from the great observance that 

Ir o *“ 

had been ^ drawn towalrds her; but the 

Baron, addressing himself to the King, 

besought his Highness to interfere on his 

behalf, and not to suCer,^ that \he vain 

impulse of a momentary and wandering 
* »• 

feeling, which had, at times, come over 
him even from his childhood, should be 
taken in so serious a part. The Ba^^on 



(and once rjlefore he did the same, but I 
did not note it on these leaves) the 
Archbishop could ill conceal his just dis¬ 
pleasure, that' the Baron should do re- 



4iST0N I>£ BLOlTDEVILLE. 19 

rerence^ii^ that^ place to anj humftn be¬ 
ing^; and^he King said flie Archbishd|p 
was right; ^nd, making the Baron in- 
^tfiitly iise, asked what had caused his 
•dismay, and whoiji^he had seen, that 
riioul4 have cay^ed it. 

Then the Baron answered, that he had 
sfeei; on^like un^o his dead father; but 

he now knew it to have been only an ap- 

' . . ^ * • • / ^ 
parition, suggested in his own mind ; and 

he repeated, that to such like delusbns 
he had J)een subject from his young-hood. 

This \^s n0t smd so lowly, as that the 
lady Huntingdon heard it not; and she 
thought,«that such* a state of mind was a 
sufficient reason ^or withholding her daugh- 
tet^irom thh marriage; and the Earl, her 
father, taking up the objection, had begun 
to repeat -it,—but he was soon s^nce<l; 
for his Highness saia, peremptorily, that, 
because of consent duly given, he had re¬ 
solved to be present at tne mamage, with 
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liis court; and it were iiQt to Sae allowed, 
that a momentary infirmity ofj^one of^tlie 
parties, wiho» instantly after,wards desireil 
to^havc the.ceremony renewed, shoultTbt 
sufficient for, i’end(^ri.nig all the prepara# 
tions, whicli had bee^t §o great ^md so * 
public, bootless. And* his Highness com¬ 
manded progress forthwith. 

9 1^ ■ 

Yet the Archbishop had some private 
discourse with the •King; and it seemed 
as,though he were recommending delay, 
at least till that stranger* had^ been <jues- 
tioned, wliose appearaitce, he privately be¬ 


lieved, had 4;hus diirfiurbed the Baron (E‘ 

• • 

Blondeville, ncJtvvithstdnding the tale he 
*had told. ‘ The ladV Barbara herself was 


4 

«|uestioncd, as to the cause of the disttresfe 
she had betl’ayed; bv.t she answered only, 
that it wa/the sudden alteration in the 
Baron, that caused her spirits to fail. 

When those, who had been ordered to 
search the chap^^ were called upon, they 
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declared, ^thkt nq where cou^d they find 
the strange^ who had been seen, neither 
within the doprs, nor ip couii?, ncvr in 

I • 

cha^aber.* Then, the King, without fur- 
tljer delay,* comman^e^, tha^,the ^rvice 
should jproceed; ,an^ it did proceed ac¬ 
cordingly, and was concluded, without far- 

’ . * * 

thtl'^J^tj^ or hinderapce« 

So the King and’ Cjiueen returned from 
?lie chapel to the greift chambei’, in due 
Slate and order, and the court dispersed 
for that day, until the evening, when there 
Avas to be^ a grand banquet, to honour ' 
these nuptials. 

•All that day, the young iJaroness seerii**^ 
cd grave and thoughtful; the lad;f, her ino- 
ther^ was not*a w^hit more joyed; although, 
the Earl, 'recollecting the honour the King 
had newly .conferred on the bridegroom, 
and beholding, in his blind, other benefits 
likely to follow, seemed now again to be 
well costented with this tpkrnagf. But the 
Baron prried himself thought/ully, for one 
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ia his circumstances; and soii^^ who ob- 

I I • / 

served him closely, thought there was still 
a tale to^be told, which he liked not to 

’ll 

hj|ve known; and others, who envied ’lin 
less his new title, ^peM that this humour 
was but the remains of that, which had 

.t » 

seized upon him in the chapel, and that 
it was the recollection of this and o^* Ihe 

* f 

confusion he had there' occasioned, which 

j 

preyed upon his spirits. However this 
might be, he seemed desirous of shaking 
off that mood, and to appear at the ban¬ 
quet with the gaiety, which the time 
invited. ^ , » 

j 

Surely the preparations for this feaist 
were magnificent, though they came not 
pigh what had been made on some former 
marriages, such as that given at Westmin¬ 
ster, when itichard, the King.s brother, 
wedded Cincia, daughter of the Count de 
Provence, and sister to the Queen, when 
three thousand ^bhes were served up 
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at the ^eJding^ dinner; nor is it to be 
thou^t tMg was like unto that one after^ 
u^rds at Ybrk,^ when King Henry ga\;e his 
daughter* Margaret in' marriage to Ale;^« 
ander, the 'young l^i^ of ^otlai\^; and 
'iny Lord Archbisjio^ gave, for his share of 

the feast, sixty pasture oxen, which were 

* ’ • * 

deair.cpn^umed ^ t|iat entertainment; 

but, nevertheless, this at Kenilworth Tji^as 
a right noble and printely banquet; and 
thus it was. 

The King, that night, with the Queen, 
kept state ^ in the ^at hall, which was 
thereunto^ by commaiAl of his# Highness, 
hahged about with* that suit of^ tapestry, 
which setteth forth the* story of oUr famous 
King Richard, Coaur de Lion, his deeds,, 
in Palestine; and J)e dt remeratbered,^ that 
King Henry, loved nothing bettei^ than to see 
on his walls the noble 'achievements of his 
ancestors and others, as the Queen s cbam« 
bei* here at Kenilworth* ^bweth. where he 

^ A 
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liad caused t/) be ^picture^d foAh^'Merlin, 
King of Britain, and his thre| sons; the 
sailing of'Williaip from Nprmandy; tli^ 

« I 

submission of Griffin ap Conan Vi Hc;jryi 

t 

the Firsjt, and several .other things. 

This tapestry in great h^ was 
placed on all sides under the windows, 
down tp the floor, except at t^e })oK<a{\ 
of i;he hall, where thp great galleiy ran, 

/ and there the carvefl screens beneath were^ 
sufficient to hide the buttery-hatch, on the 
other side of the passage,* and the doors 
leading down to the kuchantjs. It hung on 
all sides, saVe here,^ and where the greaV 
.ohimney stood, which was guarded by'a 
projecting" stone-work, of curious carving, 
and like unto a canopy, or*open porch. 

•" I • 

The wood, that was eonfumed within, was 
laid this nig/it on andirons of solid silver, 
bossed. 

On4he top of this seeming porch, stood 
figures of (irmed^'kifights, as large as life. 
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such aJik were the ^gallerj before-meu- 

tionfd. Ijhat gallery was covered with 

weapons and „ with complete* suits pf ar- 

• «» 

hioiir; some, with helmet and feet fasteijed 
against the wall, and others, standing up- 
* right, Jike to lining warriors, armed at all 
points^ but doubtWss, these last were well 
held .up'hy some artful contrivaneg. Five 
figures, thus appointed, stood in the fiiont 

"* Si. 

of the gallery, as if watching who should; 

enter from the screens beneath. Amongst 

these pne shape of blacky steel, larger 

than the.rest'and higher by the head; 

said to have been th<^ veij harness worn 

by the King’s great uncle, Richard the, 

Lion, in some hattle in Palestine: and 

the very siglit of it was enough to daji^nt 

with fear those unustid to a field of war. 

Certes, it was like to that worn by this 

■» 

king in the very tapestry, wherewith the 
hall was this night, in good part, adorn¬ 
ed; and where he Was shown fighting ^ 
VO*. II.*. 


c 
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in all his glqry. has# been Sfaid, the 

yiouiig prince was much mo^d at^the 
sight #of the * daring^ deeds there pictured 

foijth, and df that armour—but not V?it]f 

• • 

terror, mthen^ith n^pblc pride, to emulate 
. such greatness; and tKat» lie was by this 
and such like things, oVten before hjs eyes, 
proni])tod to what her afterwards iicliie^%d ; 
bu^ of this I c;auiiot say. The keys of this^ 
f gallery of arms were kept in the care of 
thr lerd constable of the castle, so that no 
pei’son might enjter it, without, l^i^ sj)ecial 
leave. 

r 

• In the back wall was a window#; opening 
,from the King s chamber, that looked over 
the gallery into the hall lielow ; and where 
hi.| Ilighnep used sometimes to divert 
himself, with observing'what was passing 

If 

at the different tables there an*d with the 

0 

games and spoi’ts, passing amongst his 
housdiold and, followers. He needed only 
to duaw aside a-* curtain in that chamber, 
to see all that w’as doing in* the hall be- 
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low; arm there,^ at CTren-tide, he might 
remain imt^en, if it so pleased him; for 
the gallery received ^ght only from the 
lamiSs in*the arches high above. 


• Not the minstrtT^ this; 

never was it so at ijenilworth; nor in any 
great hall of prince or peer tyhere sta.t:e 
was duly kept. 'J'heh* galfery was on the 
Jeft, opposite to the great chimney, and 
nearer to the dais, wliere they sat all joy¬ 
fully clothed in the King’s livery. 

At the, upper end of the hidh raised by 
several stops above the rest of the fjpor- 
injg, was • that dais, where ^^stoo4 the high 
tables. The King w^s under a canopy off, 
crimson velvet, Iringed alKJUt with gold; 
the Queen’s was on the samje platform; 
and with a canopy of the like form* and 
stuff; but the canopy was lower by the 
valance. 

A carpet of crimson j^silk was spread 
under the tables, and down Jtlie steps of 
the ddis; below this, the floor of the 


c 2 




f 
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ball was sti%wed« with Ifresh iillshes, on 
which were laid wood-flower#, in plenty. 
In tfie bay-windows^ at the end of tfie 
p&tform, or dais, a princely cupbbardTwas 
set foith,. St^e abpvd stage, of nine or 

f 

ten heights, till they ^reached the •bottom 
of the glass casements there; piled up 
with ^old and silver cups and flishes and 
w7th basins of*^solid ^Id, sonle set with 
pr^ious stones, and others highly wrought. 

*Ffom the arched roof of these two 

♦ ■ 

bays hung damps, th^it showcdt all their 
brightness, and ^luminated *the ro 41 
Vindow above^ and ajso the sltnder qo- 
•lumns, that reachedr to the roof*; and the 

curious fret-work of leaves and flowers 

• • 

'spreading #here; which had been newly 

* • 

dont by cpmmand of^King Henry, who 
loved such vanities, ,and had brought this 
new fashion out of Normandy. He had 
put such roi^l \yindows, perchance better 
painted, irf ^is ne<ir church at Salisbury. 
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Those^ v)ho»now beheld the pomp he i 
displayed arid his vast' retinlie, wherevet 
he kS^t his court, might say, with the 

jf 0 t 

nerable monk of St. Albans, on oc(!ksion 

» A . 

of the marriage of the Scottish King Aldk- 
ander with this Kirig^ Heniy^s datighter; 

“ If I 'were to (lesjj^ribe the grandeur of 
this festival, the number of the noble guests, 
the splendor and various cfianges ^f tlfeir 
viresses, the abundahcf of the tables and 
the variety of the sports provided; those,' 
who were abseqt, would think I w&s in¬ 
venting!’’* ' There, Matthew, the good 
monk, tefls us yet moije of the^ Archbishop 
of York bn that occasioni* wha expendefl 
four thousand marks* in entertaining thb 
co^s of bpth kings and in every kind 
^ munificence to the poor and sick. TJit 
two kings, Mattliew further J:ells us, en- 
tertained by turns th^ir whole courts, “ so 
that,’’ as he adds, “ the theatrical vanity 
of this world might show all, as much 
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• « A 

as it could of its short and transitory 
gladness.” And vSinity it* was, as those of 
Saint Albans knew to their cost and^ore- 

• f , , • 

ly cofnplaiRed of,' when the King went so 
often to the Abbey there. 

But ^hat tfoidd such'have said, had they 
lived now, in our Kijig*Richard’s* days; 
who, the second of his name, is ISrst in 
evejry kind of new extravagance, the like 
of which was* iifcve^ seen afore, and what* 
' it may end in, there is no one that dare 
yet siy. 

But now,* to go back to the* pa!;t King 
Henry; he^ proved^ himself, according to 
the account in «Jthe Norjman tongfie, whi«h 
f have seen, not only an excellent meat- 
giver” here at Kenilworth, l)Ut a sujnp- 
tufius bestoiver of many pleasures and^^ 
patron of ^ery kind ot mimickry, such 
as painting, carving, rmusic and versifying, 
as this hall at Kenilworth fully displayed, 
on this very nighV Before the feast began, 
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it was a l^ocdly sight to behold the ser-, 
jeants at arms and th^ ush<irs, bearing the 
pil<i3 of gold and silver cups and the spice- 
plates to the boards ; ‘arid the .cerenfony of 
laying fgrth thcw sur-nap on the Kitigs 
table, in readme^ f(;r him»tb wsfth, which 
was flms:— 

The King’s sewer having laid the end of 
the siir-ilap and u tdWel on the board,^ and 
the usher having f^5toned»his wand to them, 

drew them to the other end of the tabled 

* 

and then kneeling down, the sewei*at the 
other end kneeling likewise, ithey stretched 
.the sur-nap smooth^ Then the jisher, 
Jaying tip the epd of tjie t^wel on Che 

board, rose and did reverence before fee 

# * 

Ws chmr, with his wand, as though his 

Highness had already been, there. AAd, 

when he had kfieeled down and amended 
, * 

the towel, he did yeverence agmn in like 
manner. 

On either side of the^ap, readi&g from 
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the steps of the dais {forjn thic had was only 
Ome dais) to the screens at the endl, were ran¬ 
ges of tables, appointed for different ranks 
and degrees of the Court: and it were good¬ 
ly to see these nobles and gentils ranged in 
their places by the marshal of the hall. At 
one table, on the right, next below the dais, 
were those of the Kind’s blood, who sat not 
at his board. Opposite, on the other line, 
sat the noble dames, all together. 

Next below the King’s board, sat the 
bishops and the abbots, each at their 
own table; then, the King’s high oincers of 
estate, such as attended not on his person ; 
there were, besides, the four Barons of the 
Exchequer, assessors, and several other 


great servants of his courts of justice, which 
alw*i,/s followed him, wherever he might 
choose to keep the high festivals of the year, 
and to administer the laws of the realm. 

Other tables were set apart for other 
ranks of nobb's, not of blood; their 
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I *. 

« 

wives aniji daughters sitting apart from 
them. ' Thus eveif table was filled, each 
with its ijiespective rank, magnificently at¬ 
tired; the nobles in velvet ^iid cloth of 

■ * ’ 'T 

goM, the dames sparkling with jewels ^nd 
» * 

' bearing plumes on, their h^k; the bishops 

< * 

in th^ir ’broideved^copes and goldtn mitres, 
and the great officers of state in their own 
peculiardiabits, with their >goldea,chains. 

But the table of the, knights-baiineret 
was that which made all, save the ladW 
boards, look pale and duU. They wore 
their ’broidered mantles over a kind of 

• T' at 

light cuirass, * each with a sash of crimson 
' ^ » 
beneath, thrown over the shohlder and fall- 

mg down to the sword. On their hea^ 

they had each a small cap of Velvet, with 

a*gallant plume of feathers depending on 

each side, which>it was the King s pleasure 

they should wear, even in*his presence. 

On the wall above, were the shield and 
• 

helmet of each knight, their .banners 
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,>v^aving over them. At the |)Ot ,om of the 
hall was the esqiiirea’ table,' were s4 nine¬ 
teen of them, arrayed in the King s lh^?ry. 
Every-table,had its own officers of service, 
{IS marshal-sewer, conveyers, almoner «nd 

■i 

butler, aypointi^d according to the rank of 
tfic guests. 1 * • 

Now, the. trumpets without having gi¬ 
ven warning, the King ,^and Qaceti en¬ 
tered by a dopr, leading from the state- 
chambers ; attended by the young Prince 
Edward, the Archbishop, the Earl and 
Cniintess of Cornwall, the Lady Pmvbroke 
and ^lontfort, the Earl and' Countess of 
Hmitingdoiij the bride and inddegroom, all 
tliti knights of the household then* at the 
court, arrayed in their velvet gowns, the 
esvjyires of t^ic body; the kings at arms, 
heralds and pursuivants, 'going before in 
their coats,—two serjeants at arm's appear¬ 
ing to make way. Next Ijefore the King, 
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went thet|lord marshal of the hall and his 
eight knights.. 

Jhus, itheir Highnesses came in, with a 
brave noise, of trumpets, and' took their 
sei^ts at the high tables. And immediately 
• entered from tliQ^door, forty yeo»pen, each 
bearing a toreh,^who took their stations 
dowi\ the middle of the hall, between 
the tabJiJS, in two l*nes. . Ten e<^quires oi' 
tlic household, most richly bedight in the 
King’s livery, who had marched before hfe 
Highness, with Uie four esquires, oF* the 
hodv^. stood in a half-circle: each bearing 
a large .wax-light, at the back of the dais, 

f ' 

near tjie high taWes:—while other ten, 
with lights, took their stations, in two 
divisions, at the foot of the steps of tlie 
dais; but ‘leaving an open space, thaj «al] 
the guests miglit have sight of the princel} 
board. * 

i 

There, clusters of lights in golden 
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• • 

candlesticks, showed the inas|ive plate 

and the marvellous devices of the banquet, 

with the magnificent attire of tiliose who 

graced.it; Sind these lights, together with ’ 

the flumerous torches below, and the lan:ps 

• » 

depending froi^a^ the poij?ts of every in¬ 
verted pinnacle of the ^Oof on high, cast 
such a blaze of splendour, not only qp the 
banquet b|(?neath,*but on every painteVt win¬ 
dow! above, as ir|ade the hall as grand 

« 

9 spectacle, well nigh, for those without, 


as fur Jthosc within; only that the guests 
could not be seen, ^by reason that tjie; win- 

m 

dows were so high above them. • 

Some travellers that night, coming from 

• # « , 4 

, afar, through the woods, esppng the 
blaze, wondered what it might mean. And 


sorap poor pilgrims, travelling* from the 

f * ^ 

shrine of Saint Hugh, at Lincoln, seeing- 
through the ^darkness such painted light 
afar off in the valley, took it for some 


delusion, raised by evil wizards for their 
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destructiol:; and they ventured not for- 
ward^ till they* had, after . due observa¬ 
tion,, some^ assurance of the mortal reality. 
Presently, as^they advancedi they distin- 
*guij|^d? better the gorgeous colouring of 
the windows, which they Jtjiew ^o be of 
the ne.w manner, f^jilfed roial, and tlien the 
tower?, above, though these were pale in 

the moonlight, and thcn.^they h^avd the 

* . . . * 

j revel sound of minstrelsy wdthin; .and 
so, coming to the priory-gate, they asked ^ 
shi'Hei* and had it: though they w^re 

told, tliJjt the King kept his court, and, 
at that time, banqueted in the castle, they 
chose tQ take in the *quiet of our 

cloister, rather than to ask for any part, ©r 


sight, of such doings. But, to*come back 
to'the King’s feast, of which much 
marvellous is yetlo be told. 

At the ^King’s table sat, on his right 
hand, the Archbishop of York; l>eyond 
him sat the young Prinje Edward; and, 
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^ on the left, the Earl of ComJvalL But, 
just before his Highness ttiinc to his ])lace 
and sat, the Archbishop, asthigliQgt of 
estate, delivered. unto hiia the napkin*; 
*aivl the young Baron, for his hoiicur.>f\vas 
allowed, on night jt.o bear the golden 

basin and ewer for ’ tjle * King to, wash; 

\ 

altliough there were so many of, higher 
estate iii the haJU. At the same was 

f 

I 

brought another, golden basin to the Arch-, 
f bishop, who seemed to wait till the King 
should have washed: but his Highness 
made a beck, that he should wash^;, and he 
did so. When the^King W7.shcd, straight 
five esquires gathered round lijm, and 
stood with their lights, till lie had made 

f -i 

an end. ‘ 

J’’his ceremony done, they withdrew' to 
their places, and the Barcai took his bcliind 
tlie King s c^air, who spoke merrily to him, 

I 

while he served; and the Baron had re¬ 
covered his good looks, and wore his gown 
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of azure, broidered with silver, with as 

good a grace a'fe any one in court. He 

was, ^ most * certain, of a brave figure, and 

Of countenance, tliat,/op high sjtirit, <seein- 

*e<l !|j) t'hallenge comparison with ev^ry 

Aian lui lofiked jipon, wl^jfih made him 

^ 0 

many jgocrct enemies. 

At tjie Queen’s board, sat the Countesses 
of Cornw-ill and *Mowtfor4 and t^e young 
, Baroness d(^ Blondoville, pnd none other. 
A golden ^^we^, set thick with rubies, stood ^ 
beside her Highness; and a basin gf'die 
same, ,wjth daihask-watcr, sjtrewcd with 

k 

fresh pulled kivcnder, was held to her to 

• •» * 

wash by one of her maidenS, who duly 
sat at her feet under^the hoard, the young 
Baroness liearing^ the napkin. Which done, 
two of her Highness s maidens^ who waited 
behind her chai?i, delivered them to tlie 
Queen s pages. 

And now entered the haU, Norroy, King 
of ai*ms, heralds and poiysuivants attend- 
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/» » 

iog, all in their coats; the lord marshal;, 
his eight knights, aftd the steward, 
treasurer, and comptroller, walking before 
the fhst dish ^or the^ King's hoard; which 
w'as carri 

ing his ijeck tO'Vvel; his carver,Harpinghairf, 

wearing the same, surrpuii 40 d by enquires, 

of the household bearing wax-lights, and 
0 * 

followed, by serjeants*at arms and esquires 
an(i pages. But, when these had reached, 
r the middle of the hall, they all stood still, 
and made reverence to the King; the lord 
steward, with his wand; '’the cappr with 
his great knife, and the sewer, with his 

r \ ^ I 

dish in his hand: and again, at tbc foot of 
the dais, they all sto’pped short, and bowed 

- 4 

before him, the trumpets' sounding the 
Vhile. 

Would you know what this first dish, 
•was ? It wats a wamer of shields of boar, 
in armour, with mustard, served with 
malmsey. When the wamer was ended. 


ed by the ling’s chief sewer, wear- 
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the first course, and so was every other,. 

I 

was brought up by seven se^ifrei^, with like 


state "and with due taking of assays of 
pie King’s meat, and mth 'divers 1)th0r 


cereil^nie? too tedious-to relate. * 

Only amongst tlie’dishes \t^e,fi^mentie, 
with vt^nison; ^frum<Dntie roial, with a dra¬ 


gon foi* ^ a suttletie; browst of Almayne, 
potage of ^ourdis,*.and'felettes in gulentjne. 


' At the Queen’s,'table,* amongst many 

other dishes and suttleties of curious in-' 

# 

vention, were these—tench in jelly; ‘gr&t 
custard* planted foij a suttletie; petynel, 
peronsew With;his segu^t; goos in hochfpot 
apd broWet tuskay, 

t'f 

There was, also, fcr an honour to thd. 

. 

young Baroness, a special suttletie, pre- 
senting the Queen’s bower, with her lad^S 

ranged round, anfl the lady Barbara, re- 

• ® 

ceiving on her knee the jewels, which her 
Highness had given to her the night be¬ 
fore ; there too, was pres/nted Pierre, the 
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minstFcl, playing on his v^^ry harp. The 
Baron de BiOndevllle ha4 leave from the 
King to c|uit his chair, for a time, t^ visit 

the bride’;,ahd, When he showed this suf- 

• 

tlctie to her, she smiled; but jit the 

• • m * 

first tinse sheJ.ad smiled this niglit. 

There was another ^rittfetie of arChers in 
the forest hunting the hart, with foresters 
in green' blowing thdir hdhis andT the whole 
court following,' In thi.s too, was the Ltidy* 
Barbara, mounted on a milk-white palfry, 


hS* hair bound up in a beauteous net; but 
not of gold and pearls,, as.it was (Ivls night, 
nor^ wore she a Mantle o^ white cloth 


like that she now had pn. At at distance, 
Within the shadow of the trees, stood an 

r 

aged man alone, wringing his hands; but 
w^at this might mean none knew. 

In the hall below, evefy table was abun- 
dantly served with dainties, according to 
the rank of those who sat there; and all 
were contented. Vs well they might he. 
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I 

The King .talked graciously and often, 
to the Baron de BlondeviHe, an 4 sorae- 
tim(^ would send him with a dish of dain- 
'ties from his'* own board to ^he’ BaiDness; 
not^g ^ouljting, tlmt he would like *1116 
errand. And, when the BUrl oP Norfolk 
brought his Ifighii^ss his cup, he drank to 
her; but the trumpets blew up too sopn, 
so that ^hat he. said was heard'»notbut 
he bowed, and tb'rice waved to her his 
hand, the whicli, soon as the young Baro¬ 
ness saw, she rose up and curtsied low 
three •times, to thp great i>leasurc of all, 

1 who bchbld lier sweets grace and modtesty. 
Many there were; in tha hall, w^ho critd 
out, “ May she be happy !” 

^ The Kinjg had given back the cup into 
the hands of the Lord Norfolk, and afrks 
resting him in his chair; when he saw 
the curtain drawn Jjack of that window, 
which opened from his own chamber upon 
the gallery of arms, and^ person standing 
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•^there. While his Highness* marvelled by 
what means any one could have admit¬ 
tance into that chamber, the keys Ceing 

I* ^ 

in the*custody of the Lord Constable, the, 
wiiidow was unfolded, and the persorf^ad- 
vancing !nto {fife gallery, tame forward to 
the front; and there sifiod stUl, and with 
great seeming confidence, beside {fie ar¬ 
mour of Kichard the'Lion. ^ ' 

Although the light, that fell there from ' 
the roof, was not so strong that his High- 

r* 

ness, fit such distance, could distinguish 
the countenance »of this person, •' ]f'et, by 
the grey gleam reflected there, he seemed* 
td be clothed in^ steel, with helmet on his 
k*ead: and so like wa^ he to the form of 

I 

King Richard, that, had not l^is Highness 
sfieii him advance, and the real shape of 
motionless a^our standing by, be would 
have thought this but a figure for show, 
like the others there. The King, no less 
surprized by the Strangeness of this llppear- 
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ance» than displeased by* the boldness 
which had thus openly defied his eom- 
^nand, respecting that ’chatfiber, ordered 
an e^uire to repair to the Lord Constable, 
who was himself in the hSll; aad learn 
whom^ he had adf^^tted there. The Ba¬ 
ron, who stood by, looking whither tjbe 
King loo’^ied, on .a sftddeti changed cQun- 
tenance; and his Highness again observed 
that stupor and dismay, which he had no-* 
ticed in the morning, beginning to fixTiis 
eyes and to spread over every feature. 
,The Kiitg spbke shar/ly to him, to rjouse 
liim, as was supposed, from hisjtrance; bfit 
without effect, for be stood fixed and stiS- 
fened, like to a marble, statue, yet with 
looks bent on the gallery, where the stspft- 
ger stood. 

I 

Then, the King gave a beck that none 
should notice his condition; hoping he 
might recover himself, ^Sefore the Queen 
and the young Baroness Would observ(? 
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him. When' the ' Archbishop perceived 
that person standing in the galleiy, he 
was chstTVQd«^to make the holy sign; and! 

’ ^ ^ i 

when he looked at the Baron and say his 
amazemignt, repeated ..it:—^it was said 

his Highness asked hj;^* ivhy he did so; 
but tliat he, answered not, save by« a look 
of soleiftn reverence? and by Iwing of 
the'head. That stranger, though the King 
‘fixed his eyes on him with dis]Measure, 
moved not; but his Highness, though 
unable to distinguish his featiu’e'^ in that 
oJiscure situation, thought the' intruder 
likely to pe onp not obscure, if known, 
but one who expected to remain unknown 
in a place so far from what w^as now pass¬ 
ing; and Ills Highness resolved, that he 
should not escajie detectioii. 

With the es(j[uire messenger, came uj) 

■"» j 

the hall the constable of the castle, to at¬ 
tend the King’s’^pleasure. His Highness 
tunied to chide him for ^|(&t having better 
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obseiTed his corfmand, i'especting his own 
chamber; and enquired who the stranger 
was, that had*,^truded ‘there./With as- 
^onishinent, fdie constable declared the 
teeys m that clifeipber and gsUery liad not 
been o^t of his ketjjlfng, and that he had 
not adiijitted any one thither. 

i 

“ Nay,# said the •King‘, “ thkie ey^es 
I may contradict thv tongjac; look there, 
and thou wilt see one less willing to keep 
coiincil against thee’^ than thyself.” • "hie 

('onstalje,, looked to the gallmy, but, per- 

• 

ceiving only t^ie knowji figures of arnipur 
there, ha stood silent and^amaz^d. Then 
his Highness, ^eewig the stranger wak 
gone, said, I Fet this pass. Thy friend 
has seen‘thee, and profited by the waan* 
ing. Be more heodful in future. Go now 
to thy place. * 

The constable did reverence, and de¬ 
parted, marvelling much* at the King's 
words and well resolved td ehquir^ fur-' 



48 


GASTON DE BLONDETILLE. 


therinto thf^ matter. Afid now the Ba- 
ron, not having been spoken to for« some 
spacQk b^arh to recover i^jmself, like one 
awaking from sleep, apd Jiappily ^fore 
those at the ftjieen’s tabl5^,?<mew what hap- 
pened. The King lA^^e fi sign, tl^t none 
should speak, and then, accosting h^m with 
his^ wonted graciousness^ bade him go to 

the table appointed for his rank, and re-, 

• 

fresh himself there. The young Prince 
Elfward looked on him with curiosity, 

but without, pity; and spoke ncjt ,to him. 

• 

Meanwhile, the B^fon gazed around with 

strange vi^e, as if he knew ,not well 

* * • • 

.where he was, but iiya short space bowed 

9 

to the King, and withdrew. While this 
parsed, the ^Archbishop was note*d to look 
often towards the Queen’s table; but he 
said nought^, 

_ V 

The constable, the while, was making 
busy enquiry, wj^o had been in the gallery 
of arqis, bu^ Ao one knew any thing of the 
matter; so he went himself^Iro examine 
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the doors, thfe. key his^^and. The * 
outer door, that led to the King’s chain- 
her, was fast. tHe unlockediit,«tnd, leav- 
dng a guai’d «he,re, went forward wjth 
yghtsi^hrOughyhe whole raqge to^the gal¬ 
lery chamber, and ih^re examine the win-^ 
dow door, that opened towards the hall; 
which also was fastengd, as he tad left it! 

Much marvelling,, he went out into ,the 
» • 
gallery, and tried d door, at the end, that # 

opened upon a stair, and found it not only 

locked, but bolted within, so that if any 

* • • * 

one had entered this way, he could not 

ftavc gone out by the same. The cou; 

sfable had ordered the outer-efoor to be 

^ • 

guarded, as I said, while search* was made 
through the •gallery and t)ie whole rangn 
of rooms; but tliis was to no purpofe, 
not any thing living being found there. 
And now he began to thinly, that his 
Highness had tasted too o|ten of the gol¬ 
den cup, and mistaken one of the armour- , 


VOI.. II. • 



50 


&AST01I DK BLOtS^DEVILLE. 


shapes in frq^it bf rthe^^allery for a livii^ 
knight, or other warlike person. ^How¬ 
ever,^ he 4 oo|^ carjB to make the doo^-^se- 
C4re, and forthwith he dep^jted. ~ ^ 

And^now,^;;yhen the ^legjnd couiie w^ 
on its way*to the King’s table, the steward 

\ t 

entered the hall, and called out loudly 
three tirnes, ** Wa^sel! w'assel | wassel T* 
ani, incontinently, tlje * cup-bearers went 

r 

round to the different* boai’ds; and all of 
the Court, st^ding up and leaning to¬ 
wards the high table, drank the King’s 

/ 

health. Then, the verger of the minstrels 
giving the beck, they all at once 
^t up their pipyngs^ and blowings, with 
such a brkve noise, that.tbc castle might 
^ave been taken by stojm, »before those 
ill the hall could have^ heard, the thump 
of a single ,]irar-wolf. 

4 , 

There prere trum'pbts and clarions and 
cit<|libs and t^barets and makei:ers>;%itil 
fiifibls; besides the King’s hlarpers, 
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}^i § 

ldl Jbei^tiog, br tiowipg, gr ibrumming 
tog^her. They were heard afiir off in 
the^^oods I ai|d many .an q;atltw lay on 
•watch .that ifighfii for ^ose, ijv^bo might 
be triwelling ^om the casjl^ honjewards. 
The brethren of th^ priory liked not the 
noise, and the Prior, Lgi^ss, would have 
liked it-as little, but Jthat he was^amon^t 
those in the half, fitting at the'^taU^ of 

• " f 

the abbots. The* poor prisoner in the • 


tower heard the revelry, ^nd to hiirf 4t 

was sad indeed.* 

* • * * 

It were making'a cooks book to tell 

tvhat dainties ' there were at ?^o secbn^ 
course: these must suffice, for this little 
hisf^y:—The^e^were joly amb*er potage; 
jiggots of ^nispn, stopped with cloves; 
lamprey, with galentine, niarchpagne ; filt- 
ter-dolphii\; leche-florentinc S^with divers 
suttleties of castled and di^ons and 
vatages at sea; and cities in the King’s 
dominioi^ beyond the seas; ^nd a full , 

D 2 
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tournament, showing kni^ts on horse¬ 
back, riding their rounds, and ladies 

L 

freshly ajipareUed, in the j^all(jries, looking 
at them. the King’s boWd, wa^ a sut- 

tletic, presenting his court^f justiq^* such 
as it was already pr^p^r^ in this castle, 
against the feast of Saint Michael. There 
i<as his Highness, sitting in judgment, 
anti all his great officers, sitting round on 
the benches. 

, At the Queen’s table, was a suttletie 

< «%' 

with ballads, the which, as yet, I have 
not. It was of three stjages : the first 
presented * Sir Gaston, at some former 
time, mofunted' on a courser, in a field of 

• I *' ' 

war, and• this alluded to some valorous 
exploit performed in Frances the second 
Stage showed him kneeling before the 
King, whq^laid his sword on hjm, and re¬ 
warded him with knighthood; the third 
stage showed him in his Baron s robes, 

" f 

receiving from the«King the hand of the 



GASTON Efe BLONDJiVIlLlE. 


58 


lady Barbara. There "might you see 

every ^^rticular of the ceremony, as it 

J|>ad appeared^ that morning to* the; very 

•life. There, too, was the t6ml;> pf Geolfry 

<ie Cikitdn; but the stranger, wl|jch had 

appeared there, 'was not mimicked.— 

While ^ the Baroness looked upon this, 

with pmsf serious countenance, suddenly 

she fetched a deep sigh^ and fell from 

her seat like one dead. The Queen’s* 

maids and the bride’s tpaids thrprfgiM 

about her, but Hone could tell the cause 
• • ^ • • 
of this h§r sodden cliscjomfiture. Though 

some readily guessed it was a’recollectiop 

of what had happened to the Baron, that 

mom; others, in the hall affirmed, that 

they had jtlst heard a voice^ speak th<jse 

words: “ Three tokens of death!” 

But the lady Barbara herself, when 
she recovered, feigned her swooning was 
from the heat of the hall and the noise 
of the music; and,*in trowth, this last« 
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* *» ' t 

was enough *10 make a stronger one 
than her to faint; and how the P^or sat 
it, wlvj u^bd always ^to cry out upon loud^ 

% h 

dovigs at feasts, was the wonder of many: 

but, th^t nigi^, he seemed as”jojously* 

given as any there; yet held he himself 

with all proper ceremony, and remained 

always a,t the abbotV board, sayingr little, 

unless to those near to him. The lady 

Baroness, at the Queen s command, was 

Idd ‘forth awhile for fresher air. 

There entered, the Ijall, about this time, 

a jongleur, or glee-man, wdth , harp in 

h^nd, clad in a cloak of grey, qhd took 

his seat at the lowcTrCnd. His sandals 

were stained with marks of many a mile’s 

travel; and ^ he sat awhile Wearied ahd 

breathless. Those, who saw him, supposed 

that he had *been to Warwick Castle, there 

. . 

to exercjse his art, as so many others of 

t 

his craft did; that, having heard the lord 
of that donsaii! was here, keeping festival 
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at Kenilwortlf, an^ k^iowing a jongleur * 
to be always welcome at such seasons, lie 
had posted hither, with all speed, not 
iiu^aitiiig^ even to amend his guise. Yet, 
ijiarve\led*they how he had^ gained admit¬ 
tance, in plight sp ill becoming a King’s 
presence; but the?e was that in his look 
and stature, that agreed as little with Ifis 
apparelling, as that, did *with the King’s 
high presence; aifd which checked the ^ 
questions they would have put to hinj. 
A page, seeing, his weary look, offered 
him wine and^ meat; but he, with gesture 

that spoke as much as words,.refusedHhe 

• » 

gift, but accepted the good will.* 

And now, the second coutse and a* 
third being •ended, came*the heralds into 
the hall; and, ^with loud proclaiinjjigs, 
called out,, three times, “ Largesse for the 
King, the Queen, fixe Earl of Cornwall, 
and the Baron de Blond^ville shaking, 
the while, their great cup on Jiigh. And^ 



56 


GASTON DE BLONDEVILLE. 


' first they cried it Jbefore tlfe King, at the 
foot of the dais, next in the middle of 
the hall, ^d last at the lower end. And, 


r ^ , f , • 

in their officious zeal to exalt those, who? 

yielded most to them, they made tl^ Earl 

of Cornwall King of th^, Romans; but 

this was yet to be, which well they wot, 

afeo how wishful their lord, King. Henry, 
€< ^ ^ * 
wal to gain this digqity lor his brother, 

, and how much he had employed his power 

and treasure therefore. 

f 

The King, as he heard ^that title given, 
fixed an eye of correction on him, that 
spoke it; yet was he not displeased with' 
him in his'lieaiti and he sent one to com*- 

r 


inand, that he should again cry Largesse'' 
for the Earl, ang so remedy the ^mistake, 

t { 

which was straight done accordingly. 

And nowi, the minstrels cajne down 
from their gallery, and sat altogether, at 
the board’s end, at the bottom of the hall, 
eating of* t^]e feast ^d partaking of the 
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largesse-cup; • there to remain, till the dis-t 
guisings should enters * AnJ it was a hraye 
sight’ Ld see them all apparelled in the 
* King’s livery,*guarde(t and lated with gold; 
their virger, more glorious than the iljst, 

still directing all their doirf^s. They eyed 

• * 

the stfcinger glee-onan askance, and asked 
him not to their board, wondoiing why jhc 
came ’thither, where Vas no need of him, 
as they thought, and viewing his apparel 

with contempt and himself with disdain,* 

• » 

as treading upon the skirts of their •great¬ 
ness, he* being no better than a wander¬ 
ing mins*trel.* He seeined to read tjieir 
thoughts, and hi^ proud dooks# did somC- 
what daunt them;^yet did his, ruffled spi* 
vit take refuge with hi'i harp and gain 
strength from it; for, he soon struck foith 
sounds so strong and clear, as rung up to 
the arched roof, anddilled all the hall with 
sudden wonder. Maister Pierre himself 
could not exceed him in *force and spirit, 

■D 5 
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"and amongst the whole five of the King% 

harpers was not one, who might not havfe 

bowed before him. Soon, the hum'ot busy 

tongues, that had oft6n filled the hall with 

noise as of the murmuring tideS) so that 

the whole band of minstrels might hardly 

at times be heard, (yet seemed not one 

tOEgue louder than another)—sooji that 

hum was husht and still,-^and the sound of 

that'harp alone rose up out of the silence, 
% 

and spread its sweetness over all the air. 
Every'face was turned, with deep atten¬ 
tion, one way, in search of the ininsti’el, 
and^every h^ad was hung aside. 

‘ Observing this, he quickly changed hir 
measure to one more wild and abrupt, and 
his eyes seemed*to send fortl;\ sparks of 
fire, while he sang, with full and clear 
voice, parts pf the famous lay of Richard 
Coeur de Lion, as 

" Him followed many an English knight," 

it 

^nd other lilies. Prince Edward, the while, 
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seemed to Ipse apt a word he sung.* 
Tj^en he came to the Words, 

f 

' By the blood upon the grass 
; ^ Men nright see wheVe Rieh^jri was^” 

the glee^man could not end\<them before 

Ibe Prince, forgetting wh^ he \ras, and, 

with fiery eyes, hs if inspirited by them, 

stood tike a conqueror on hii^ field. '!l[]he 

glee-iAan»proceeded. * 

As snow liggespn the znountaiiis, 

Behelied^ were hills and plains 
With hauberk bright and helm clear 
Of trompers and of tabourer; 

^cThear the noise it whs wonder: 

# V t 

As though the earth above ai^d under 
Slfould fallen; so fared»the so^^nd T* 

When the harper^ had ended, the King 

« 

asked who jplayed; and, .being told a wan- 
deiing glee-man, drawn hither by the 
feme of the fesfival, his Highness ordered 

t i 

he should be takei> care of a^d well sup¬ 
plied with banqueting. 

f 

Covered. 
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, And now, supper being ended, damask- 
water was brought for the King and 
Queen and the Archbishop to wgrf?i.with. 
After# the c^sqaires of the hoiisehold taking 
the royal boards, with all their suttleties, 
and they yeomen making off with*^ thosb 
below in the hall, the, place was deared 
for dancing and disguisings. Then the 
Bisjiops, d,hough pot iny Lord of‘York, nor 
yet "the Bishop confessor attendant on the 
' King, held it time to depart; the abbots 
also; and, with due hopiage to his High¬ 
ness, forthwith avoided; but oict the 

Prior; he remained in the hall. ■ 

* *' 

• It was then, ^that the Kings Highness 

^ent his presents to 'cOe bride s-groom; 

lieing a rich cup-board of plate, the chief 

• , 

wonder whereof was a great cup of solid 
gold, standing on an eagle's foot. On the 
cover rose ftie head of a bird, whose eyes 
were of emeralds, and with his stooping 
beak he held the ring, which was set 

t 

•‘with rubies,, as though by jpuUing tlie 
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ring he would, lift up the lid; his wings, 
half-folded, formed the -two handles. Great 
store set by the King upon the worjk- 
^/nanship of this cup,* he hiving hilnself 
ordci'ed* tjje device of the eagle, and, *as 
some said, to show thereby*ftow hd would 
encoursge the aspirings of the young Ba¬ 
ron. Besides this, were six spice-plates 
and six! gi^eat bowls of silver chafed and 
^ two basins and ewers of the same. There 
were also six great silver pots for wine^ 
with vine leaves set with emeralds twining 
round them, tbe grajies .beir^ of purple 
iunethyst %o tunningly* enwrojight, yjju 
w^uld hSivc thought you coiid pluck’ 
them. Many other’ tilings there were of' 

• V 

this cup-board, too tedious .to relate. 

To the young Baroness, who was rf-’ 

covered, and had flow returned to the haU, 

• ^ 

the Queen sent a sot of golden baskets 
for sweetmeats and perfumes* wrought, 
as was said, by a FrenchAian, and ol so 
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seemly a fashit)n> the like bad never been 
seen before, but which made some to mur¬ 
mur, th^t her Highness liked *3517 the 
workmanship of her own countijr, Fc^ 
this, the Baroness, led by hen lord, ad- 

I o h ^ t 

vanced nearer to the Queen, and thanked 

i * 

her, with most sweet thanks; and^'then he 
bis-self paid homage to the King'^for his 
princely* gift, as "doubtless he should have 
done before, but, perchance, his bride de-' 
^ined him to uphold her in thanking the 
Queen, before so great a company. Having 
done this, he took his station by*tlle chair, 
his Highness often turning^ to him, with 
'merry speech, 'to drive away the gloom, 
that yet, at whiles, hung upon hi§ brow. 

Presently, the tuning of piany instru- 
ments withfbut the hall was heard, and the 
sound of ^the bugle drawing nigh and 
xrigher, till suddenfy^ the skreens;, \Yere 
drawn awky, and there enters, at the 

u *■ 

bottom of the haU, a mountain moving on 
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unseen wheels,* piled up with green* trees 
of every shade, which rose to a height of 
forty feet, or more, and spread,itself on 
every side. On the sieeps of this moun« 
tain, s^ags—^for so they seemed—were 
bounding from ipck * to rock, and foresters 
in greeh, with their dogs, were hunting 
them to. the sound of bugles,* concealM 
amongst the woods. , 

These were all loitls and’men of honour, 

in goodly disguisings, so that you would* 

» 

have taken them, for foresters and bucks, 
as they climbed up and do\vn certain steps 
of this mountain, at the risk of their 
necks, an^ all for snort, and to jplease the 
King’s Highness by their agilitj^. And a 
pieasurefttl sight, ywis, It was to* see^ 
them all running together, lords and 
knights and hounds and men of honour, 
as ^ho should be first in his Highness s 
favour. All acquitted themselves to the 
very top of excellence | for, they had been 
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well taught in the knowledge of hunting, 
which is now called the inysterie of the 
forests/’, 

f 

Amongst them was Sir AVilliam de Mow^ 
bray, who, being somewhat of the fattest, 
was often fain to stop; and blowed so hard, 
that, had but a hunter’s horn been«*clapped 
to his mou’th, it would have tune*d up as 
high as^the best’of them. Thdre was also 
the young Lord' de Looiene, a foreign-man,' 
^a^. light as the flame of a waxen morter, 
and "he, stepping falsely, rolled down the 
side of the mountain from staiV* to stair, 
till he settled on the floor of the‘hall, never 
tlie wors6 for his forcedr.performafice, where 
he was received with a chorus of laughter 
and plaudits from the whole Pourt. 
f But anoh the sound of the other instru¬ 
ments waj heard, and another pageant 

entered. This was^a goodly disguising of 

1 

ladies, to the number of twelve, all freshly 
apparelled in silks of Italy, and shut up in 
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a lantern. Around this lantern were win* 
dows covered with lawn; and within, 
^unongst these ladies and women of ho¬ 
nour, were forty wax lights, so* that they 

might Ivc sben and known, through all their 

■ 

disguisings, by every one in the court. 

r 

Thus, these ladies of the lantern came on 

t 

sweetly, singing, like nnto a cage full of 

birds, and playing on lutes and dulcymers, 

. • * 

claricords, claricimKalls and such-like in¬ 
struments, with so pleasing noise, the like tc ‘ 
it was never before heard, till they reached 
the upper pd of the hall. There, ere they 
grounded, they were turned round, before 
the King and Queen, that all the goodly 
machine might be beholden. 

Then, the rehersed, disguised Lords 
and men of honour, descending from their 
mountain (the lanterh standing aside), dan¬ 
ced awhile together by themselves delibe¬ 
rately and seemlyly, playing, all the time, 
upon the recorders and regalls rnd tabors, t 
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in harmony the music*in the lantern, 

which might he called light of love’*; 

and, at certmn times, tuning up, with most 

brave noise, and singing “ Hayle, cornel) 

King, the c8|jHse of all our mirth!” And^ 

presently, these ladies and women of ho- 

*• 

Hour, making a beck, that they vrished to 
be let out 'of their .lantern, the lords and 

« ^ 4 ■ 

men of honour hastened to opon the door 
and to let them out, and help them down, 
^^*4 then they all fell deliberately to dan¬ 
cing, and gravely disporting together, in a 

' I * ' 

most seemly sort, ^ full curiously, and with 
mbst wonderful countenance. The while, 

* \ i. * 

the mountain and tl)e lantern vanish^ 
together out of the hall. 

When this pleasant companyt of estates 
and gentils had ended^ ^heir sports, and 
had dispersed to their^seats round the hall, 
there was a ceasing of the minstrels; 
forthwith the ^oide entered, with the he- 
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raids blowing up before it. Then came 
two score and more of lord^ and knights 
jllid men of honour, some besp-ing golden 
spice-plates, others bowls of silver gilt, 
otters golden cups; followed by esquires 
and pages, bearing great silver pots of 
wine, to fill up the rehersed cups, as often 
as they were empty. 

^ And nowi?the King* stood up, and spoke 
right cheerly to divers about him, who had 
not approached him before, and, amongst 
others, to the Prior of St. Mary’s, Ite being. 


still in the hall, although it was past mid¬ 
night, and those of his house were rising 
to*keep the first <.atcb of matin. His 


Highness was yet speaking to him, when 


my Lord Archbishop, who stood^delibe- 
rately on the King’s right hand, was 
seen to make the holy sign. ThQ$e, who 


obs^ved tbis, marvelled, and <^he King, 


gravely accosting him, askcl why^ tvfice 
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this night, he had made 'this sign. But 
the Archbishq}, as before, answered not, 
me by a look of awe and reverence. 

The King, turning his eyes, saiv, stand¬ 
ing firmly at^ the foot of the" d^is, ope, 
whom he took to be the same person he 
had already seen, this night, in the gallery 
of arms;'and this^he judged, not by his 
face, for his Highness had not then distin¬ 
guished it, nor could' he now fully see it, 
shaded, as it was, by his visor; but by his 
singular figure, arrayed in complete ar- 
mour. It seemed, however, as if his rae- 

I ij 

Idncholy eyes were fixed upon the King. 

I I I 

He stood motionless, >nd spoke not to dny 
near him,' nor did those near seem to re¬ 
gard him.^ Fdr a moment, «his Highness’s 
attention was rivetted on the object before 
him. Hetthen sent an esquire to learn 
who it was, that had come thus unusually 
accoutred for^a festive hall; but ere the 
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messenger had feft the King, .the stranger 
had disappeared in the crowd. 

And now, while the. Kin^ and ^the 
Archbishop seemed severally to be poij- 


defing Jhelif thoughts, a sojemn air 
music was heard, without the hall, and 


the approach of another pageant withdrew 
his Highness's attention, who* enquired* 
^why this had not appeared Ixjfore tfce 
voide, but finished by supposing, that it 


was some mysterie of the men of Coventry • 

intended to surprise him. He, therefore, 

* • * 

graciously took to his chair again, listening 
to* the sad and sweet harmony that 

valficed, while he ni^iinated on the late ex- 

» • * 

traordinary occurrences; for, indeed, the 


quiet moumftilness of these sounds pro-, 
moted the musing pf melancholy thoughts; 

At last, the pageant entered, tand there 
appeared in the hall the present;,ation of a 


sea-shore, with high white,#clifis, so tun- 
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ningly mimicked,«that it Was the marvel 
of «11, who beheld. There seemed the 
very waves, flushed with the setting sun 
yid bickeiing in the light, as also j)reakii>g 
with ^ntle ,i\olse upon the stHnij^; and a 
ship riditig at anchor near, with a little 
boat lying on the beach, as if waiting to 

I 

carry some one awjay. Now, the absence 

* • * s ^ 

oi* certain evil 'sprites from this pageant, 

* • 'i 

would have been enough to convince his 
Highness, that this was no mysteric of the 
men of Coventry, without the beautiful 
deception of the^ scene here played forth, 

I • 

—and he marvelled. 

Then there came the music playing 
sadly, a knight and a lady, wdth two little 
children following. The knight took them 
Up tenderly, and pointed to the ship, and ^ 
kissed thorn. The while, the lady we^t 
sorely, and hung iiiK)n the knight, who 
tried to comfort her, and, pointing to the 
ensign on his shield, Avhich showed that he 
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was prepared f<Jr the Holy he knelt 

down, and raised his hands on high. / She 

knelt beside him, and then the babes, life- 

ing up |heir little hands, knelt* too; tl^ 

m^sic, f he •while, playing ^leinnl^ and 

sweet. Then they rose up, and the knight 

again kissed the children, and held the 

lady to ids heart. Afjer which* mariners* 

came in, and, launching the boat, tfie 

knight departed foif the sliip. But the 

lady stood weeping on that sea-shore, and 

motioning with l^er hand, till he reached 
* • * 
the vessel, and it sailed ajv^ky. 

*But still she stood, while it vanished fn 
thkt gloomsome mist, whicli now seemed 
to rise from the. ocean, and to stain all 
that glorious west, where kite the day had 
f>een. Then, seeing the bark no more, she 
turned away, and w ept piteously, |eading 
her little babes, and so she depariedf 
Then the sea-shore was gpne all at once 
out of the hjill, and the music*changing 
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to warlike s^train^ of trump and clarion, 
straight there appeared, as if by very 
ma^ic itself, a field of battle, with knights 
and banners, on one side bearing^ the holf 
sign. Nor w^s there wantingGeorge 
for England, the Englislip lion; with many 
other true-hearted ensigns. On the other 
'hand, wire shown Saracens, with their 
crescents, glittering, ,as‘if the sun shone on 
them. At a ‘distan^i on the slopes ot 
the hills, lay tents, with palms and cedars 
overtopping them. Nearer, on the low 

sea-bank, Was'a city of Palestine, with 

• • 

walls and mighty gates and domes aiid 
pinnacles. Within thiit sea-bay, too, sliips 
rode at Anchor. The tide was bright as 
amber, save Wiiere a sultry mis,t seemed to 
sit on the horizon, as if brooding a ceding 
storm. Nay, such was the ciyming of the 
scene, that you might sometimes think 
you heard tljat muttering thunder, which 
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growls by fits so sullenly fronj far, before a 
tempest. 

The King could not but inaiwcl;^an(l 
iecing this pageant was so different fropi 
those mysteries he had behe\d^ played here¬ 
tofore by the men of Coventry, and from 

any j)a^eant he had yet seen enacted by 

• • '» 

English jooulator, he q^sked what jongleur 

from the east now phiyeH forth his art; 
for the like of dedfeption and device he . 

liad never seen before. His Highness* 

^ « 

then bethought • him it might be that 

stranger ^ijlee-num, whof had, this niglit, 

c5me into his hall, and he meditated* a 
^ ^ » 
dfte reward for hkv* invention and for his 

loyalty, whirl) he doubted not would lead 

him to dispky here somd noble exploit, 

in Palestine of Richard the Lion, whose* 

deeds he had in part already sung. 

Who is there,”’ said Kin^ Henry, 

“ would not think that show were living 


VOL. II. 
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truth ? The, light is on th6 hill, as if the 
sun shone there.” 

While, he spoke, there rose from belund 
the hill a Tine of spearf and crescents as 
of a vast army of Saracens coming down 
upon the Franks. As they came on, you 
might perceive their helms and" brazen 
v’isors, liU'*they spread down all "the hill 
unto the tents of*the Franks. Then might 
you faintly hear the cRish of cymbals, the 
dread bray of Saracen-homs and, ever and 

I 

anon, the thump of tabburs. And now 

u * 

the fight began between the armies ; and 

King Henry joyed to see Prince Edward 
^ ♦ ** 
watching all that was'here enacting; Be 

seemed to' have King Richard s heart in 

^very trowth. 

When the fight began, which was 
fouglit as r!f for very life and soul, the 
Franks fopght with bows, swords, sp^s, 
iron-maccs and battle-axes; the Saracens 
with sjieai’s and scymiters chiefly. Pre- 
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sently was seen the kmght,. who had set 
sail in the ship, fighting hard with two 
Sateens. There were few in the Jiall, 
that night, who, when they saw him 510 
hfird d^jivfen, did not thinh ,of thf poor 
lady and her little children, whom he 

had left behind, and wish him victory for 

• * ' • * * 

their sajces, as well as* for his holj cause. 

* * * * * 

^ These Saracens wore frightful masks ,of 

brass, and laid aboul them with so great 

strength, that it seemed the knight lyuSt 

fall. He broke ‘his spear, and then he 

fought w\,th J)attle-axe,* and was nigh 

being ovcTthrown, when another knig^it, 

attacked the Saracens ; and the first, hav- 

ing now but one enemy left, went off the 

field fighting tv^ith him manfully, • 

And so the battle held on, near to a be- 

sieged city ;• the Saracens, who ^ere in it, 

sending forth wild fyre, called fyjre-grekys, 

most like in shape to dragnns and other 

dreadful beasts. Those, who beheld jthis, 

E 2 
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wondered atr the surpassing cunning of the 
jongleur, and bc^gan to think he was one 
of ^hosc from the East, who practised arts 
delusion; for, some such th^y wer^. 
lliere were even wooidcn towbrs set up, 

r 

without the walls, by the Franks, that 
played their darts into the ramparts like 
unto hgiil. There were also mangenelles, 
which cast stones, and the famous mate- 
griffon, invented by Richard the Lion; 
yet still no where was he seen in this pa¬ 
geant, so it \vas guessed this showed not a 
battle of his tine, though it was fought 
where he had conquered. Presently, 

<• c ^ 

there came a pell-rriell of Kniglits dnd 
Saracens, hand to hand, and, amongst 
them, that same knight, who Ixad first ap¬ 
peared departing from his own land. He 
was again hard beset, but- he brought 
dowm his nearest enemy to the ground, 
and the otl'*ers then betook them else- 
where. 'He disarmed him^ and held his 
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wrested sword over his head. ^Tlie foe 
Ijcgged his life, whiph the knight granted, 
but kept the and'witk its*aid,'tes- 

cued a firother-knight from an enemy, aiftl 
th*en def^arted. 

Soon,, flames involved the city; then 
thick clouds of smoke involved, the wholt; 

in darkneus; the, shJuts. and tfumpe,ts 

• 

’ sunk faint and faipter, and then were 

heard no more, and that glorious sight 

• 

was gone for ever, no one saw how ! ‘At¬ 
tention fttiU pursued the sounds, and there 
w^s yet in the hall deep silence, when 
o^ier not«s than tjiosc of.war began to* 
breathe, notes of such sweet and lively 
joy, as thrilled the hearts of all, who heard 
them. 

t 

As they drew higher, there came into 
the hall that rehersed «ea-shore, with that 
rehersed ship upon the waves; and you 
might discern the pilot at Ihe helm, and 
the sea-boys in their places; and straight 
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that knight’ was* landed. He kneeled, 
then with both hands held his shield on 
higii, and ^looked*up to the heavens; then 
he kissed the strand, the music jdaying all 
the while so solemn and soft, that .lot only 
many fair eyes, but many manly ones too, 
shed tears. Then the kriight rose up, ai^d 
d^arted, and the scene .disappeared. 

And now other sounds were heard, but 
of what instruments none knew. They 
were grave and sad, with sometimes 
dreary pauses, that made many tc shake. 
Then a forest appeared, with gloomy 
fwoods, and no sunshine seen, save one 
gleam, which showed travellers coming on, 
as if to some towers, the tops of which 
'were seen over the woods; and many 
in the hall said these ^ looked like the 
towers of Kenilworth; others said they 
were different. It was now, when the 
light was failing on these towers, that a 
torch carried by one of the travellers be- 
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* 

gan to cast its gleam bbneatfe the boughs, 
and showed them to be three horsemen 
well appointed, one, of whom ajJpearod to 
be the* very knight from Palestine; who 
the otliers were none knew*; • but tVe King 
viewed them with close attention, and 
with seeming displeasure; and now not 
one word, was spokiAi in the kali, and 
every eye was watching .what would, be¬ 
fall next. 

Anon there came out from the .wSoef 
three jnty^i arinfed, and with^ masks upon 
^eir faces, ^^ho soon fiarae up with the 
travellers and attacked them. These 'de^* 
fended thcmselv(?s as well as they could 
but the knight' being armed, it was he 

who fouglit well nigh for all. • Now many 

) 

stood up in the hall, and a murmur arui 
confused noise ran .through St, for they 
guessed in their hearts what this meant. 

The Knight had his helAiet on, but the 
visor was of>en, and t\liis was liis face ex 5 
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posed; on hls' helmet stood a raven for his 
crest, with open beak and wings half- 
sprerd. ' He, fought manfully with the 
stoutest of the robbers, whose mask fall¬ 
ing do\vn to the ground, it was toft* plaifi, 
that his countenance was the likeness of 
one then living in the hall and slianding 
by the King’s chair. '• On this, eycry one in 
the-hall, not excepting the Ladies, stood 
up, some looking eagerly to the high board, 
and others to the pageant, while his High¬ 
ness spake not, but sat as if sternly deter¬ 
mined to watch tins extraordinary delusiop 
to the end; nor did he once look towards 
any one, who stood near him. 

The end soon came; for the robber, 

I 

wresting in a great struggle a sword from 
the Knight, plunged it through his open 
visor, and he fell from his horse, a dead 
man. Thwi was there a universal groan 
throughout the'iiall. The robber depqjted, 
‘with the sword in his hand, amd daikpess 
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fell over the whole scene, which appeared 
no more. 

Now, the King rose impatiently from his 
• chair, with looks of anger, jfnd was about 
to in([uirt‘ who had invented this deception, 
when Ko perceived before him agaifl, stand- 
ing on* the steps of the dds, that very 
figure, glad in arms, which had before ap- 
[)earecl tlifere; and Jie knew it foi^ the like¬ 
ness of that murdered Knight, whose* fate 
he had just witnessed. There stood the 
raven on his helm, and there too, within 
its shdde? appeared a counter/ance of dead¬ 
ly paleness, Shrunk and fixed somewhat 
<ingrily ftpon the King. His Highness, fdi- 
a while, stood petrified and with eyes ania* 
zed, as if he saw sometjiing that might 
not, with any endeavour, be uiTderstood; hV 
seemed to strive for speech, and at last 
faintly uttered, “ Who art thou, and what 
is thy errand ? ’ 

Then, the Knight, pointing with his 

E 5 



8!^ GASTON DE BLONOEVILLE. 

sword to the ^aron de Bbndeville, who 
stood, trance-bound, beside the King^s 
chair, liis eyes glared, and a terrible frown 
came over his face. The Archbishop made- 
the holy sign, as he had already done, 

.'i ' ' 

^ this night before, w^hen the King had 
seen nothing Estrange near him ; arid then 
stood with arms extended on high. 

The figure still pointed with‘ his sword 
to the Baron. Again, the King vainly de- 
.majided of the stranger, who he was ? 
and, receiving no answer, gave order that 
he should be seized. 

Then it was, that the Prior of St. Mary’si 
having approached the King, hiddenly 
Stepped forward to arrest the stranger; 
though such senvice pertaineef not much 
to him; but he might have spared his 

t) 

pains; for, ^vhere he would have seized 
upon the stranger, he eluded his grasp, 
and stood afeir off in the hall; and the 
Ifrior, struck with dismay, attempted not to 
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pursue him. ^Then, his Highness, in great 
disorder, commanded, that all the doors 


should be shut, that he, who practised 
, this delusion on the sight, •mjglit btf dis- 
covered., 

Anfi fortliwith, his HigliAess wns obey¬ 
ed; but the stranger glee-man, who was 
the pefson suspected, was no johger to pc 
found* A murmur 'werjt in the*hall, that 
he was an Arabianjongleur—for, wondrous 

arts and deceptions those from the East* 

» • 

were known to practise; and he was 

souglft fnr without the hall, in many parts 

» 

•»of the (Jastlt*; but no where could he be 

« 

,scen, or heard .of; nca* .could Maister 

• 

Henry, the versifier, be found in the halh 
whom the^ King called ^ for,; thinking he 
might know something of (his jonglcth*, 

or how that stfange mystcrie, which haa 

* • 

been shown forth, was brought about. 


Hearing this, the King was much moved; 
and commanding that the search should 
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be continued, he left the hziU by a private 
passage, leading to his own chambers, fol¬ 
lowed by the Queen and her ladies; the 
youdg iJaroness being among them, who 
went off to her Higliness’s bower. 

Tlie King,' attended, by his Special 
order, only of the Archbishop, theliishop 
confessor, tlie Prior of St. Mary’s and the 
Baron de Blondevilie, withdrew to his 
privy-cliamber. When there, and the door 
‘ closed, the Baron fell on his knee, and be- 
sought his Highness not to deliver him 
over unto the malice and envy of his 
enemies, who had invented this device to 
uork his ruin* His Highness answered, 
the devices. ol' his enemies should cause 


their own ruin, and that sod*i. ^ 

‘ Now came to the chamber, Maister 


Henry amazed and trembling ; for he was 
one, who rejoiced so much in good fortune, 
that he codld bear other as ill as any 

f 

inan: and the King’^ frown, was now 
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A. 

Upon him. His Highnogis asked, whether 
he knew aught of the jongleur, who had 
l)een that night in the hall, oi; of Jthe 
viystcrie, that had been there' enacted^; 
l’oa% in hisiheart, the King suspected, that 
Ileniy Knew somethihg of the matter. 
Maistftr Henry, confounded by tlie King's 

jingry lopks, knew not well what he an- 

• . * . * . 

swered; which cobfk*ming the suspicions 

against him, his Highness liastily said, 
that if it should be found he had assisted 
in devising that (Jelusion, which being an 
insult to fhe Baron, whpm he favoured, 

vvds one also to himself, he should sorely 

• . * 

repent his* misconcjhct; nor Should he go 
entirely free, if be had obtained an en¬ 
trance into thi& hall for that •jongleur; and 
forthwith his Highness commanded him to 
depart to Ivs chamber, there ^ remain, 
till called forth by his order. 

Now it was that Maister,Henry better 
found his speech, and* it was to i)rotest 
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his innocence of that device; and his ig¬ 
norance^ touching tlie jongleur, who had 
thajt night appeared in the hall, there to 


practise the glamour-art; but this availed 
him little in the present mood of his High¬ 
ness, till he entreated, that the i^aster of 
the revels and the marshal oM;he hall 
should be’called into his presence, and 
({uestioned, as to what' they k\iew of the 
conducting of that pageant. The King 
consented, and they were called accord- 
ingly ; the marshal being still busy in the 
hall, helping thf^re to the finding out of 
the stranger, but in vain. This he-nbw 
made known to the 'King, and sci^pbd 


not to say, he believed the whole to be 
the work of itiagic, worked by that jon¬ 
gleur and by the prisoner then in a tower 
of this ca'^tle. 

The master of the revels said the same, 
for that he hcd no hand in that mysterie; 
nor had he seen any preparations made 



GASTON Dt BLON012VILLK. 


87 


for it; nor did* any dho in the hall know 
in what way it had entered. Then he 
took his Highness to witness, how it yas 
possible,, so marvellous a pageant, showing 
so^ many ijhanges, and sucii^a multitude 
of people, could have been completed, 
without long pains and trouble; and there¬ 
fore, how it could havg been etfected, un-* 
less by the glamour-art; *but no prepara- 
tion for this had, bden seen by any ; nor 
knew he or any one how the difFerer/t 
changes had entcrjjd the hall. The jongleur 
had sitten there the whDe, playing on his 
harp, but he had drawn from it sounds 
of* many different instruments, that some¬ 
times had seemed close where he sat; 
and at otjjiers far off in Ithe ^ hall; the ^ 
music, that had been heaixl there, was 
not of the King’s minstrels ! 

On this, the Prior of St. Mary’s came 

« 

forward, and, having cra^ied leave to 
speak, which »was granted, told the King < 
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he doubted not, that the whole deception 
had been wrought by the King’s enemies, 
wijh contain spells of magic, such as were 
s^ometimcs resorted to, in desperate cases,, 
and in this it was not the Baron’s dow nfall 
alone that they meditated, but ihe deli¬ 
verance of their partner in gifilt: the 

s 

'merchant now in jeopardy. Of* such un¬ 
lawful arts of ‘magic, the I^rior added, 
that his Highness himself had once proof, 
T/hen the precious ring, that was to ren- 

i 

der him invincible in battle, was conjured 

I0 ^ 

away from under the bolts and locks of 

» • 

his casket, (those remaining unbrokeh,) 
and was conveyed away by tlie Eaj'l^'of 
Kent, as his Highness had declared, and 
given to his' dire enemy,. LJewellyn of 
Wales, then in arms against him. 

The Kiog seemed struck w ith this, but 
not well pleased with the choice of this 
time for romernbering an occurrence, 
which, it*is true, he had hirmeelf in council 
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asserted to be supernatural; and had even 
urged, amongst other matters, in accusa¬ 
tion of the loyalty of that* lord. His 
HiglincSs seemed not well to know hoW 

he* shouid take this. speech* <rf the *Prior, 

* 

and he j^ast upon him an eye of doubt, 
but he said nought. 

My* liege,” added iShe Prior, “nvhenj 

• • 

saw the astoundment, that .came o\'cr Uie 
Baron de Blondeville, this morn in the 
chapel, I guessed it was a spell that fi&ed 
him. Whfn I saw him in the hall, this 
night, twioe in 4:he same state, I lield more 
surely it ^was so;^ but, when I Ijeheld 
that marvellous delusion of the pageant, for 

V • 

who could suppose su(h surpassing scenes 
were wrought by hands—whcjfl I beheld 
that, I was convinced, in very tnith, that 
magic was at work! and so I *doubt not 
was my Lord Archbishop, by hia gestures. 

The King, assenting in Iiis mkid to this 
latter assertion, having observed, ^s before 
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i ' 

rehersed, the gesture of the Archbishop, 
turaed towards Ijiin, and asked why he 
initJe that oacred sign ? To which the 

i. 

Archbishop answered, he had used it to 

protect his ILghness and all arourid from 

1 

the evil, that he perceived was i^ear him. 
At these words tlic countenances of the 
Baron r-nd of the Frior brightened. Fur- 
ther the King inquired, wliy twice in the 
hall, when he had asked the same question, 
the Archbishop had returned no answer ? 
To this, the Archbishop again made no 

A 

reply; but bent his head 'vith that look, 

both solemn and submissive, which he had 

*■ 

before put on: till, being further urged, 
he replied, he “ had not dared to answer!’' 
on which ihe King showed surprise and 
displeasure; but then ocemed, on a sud¬ 
den, to restrain the expression of either. 

The Prior said, the Archbishop had 
done well; but the Archbishop showed no 
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pleasure at this, and deigned not to turn 
an eye on the Prior. 

“ Did you,” said the King, think }<Dur 
answer'would endanger you ?” 

M^i liege, I knew I "should be jendan- 
gered it.” 

How! when I commanded ?” said the 

^ • t 

King; b’/t you feaihd the force# of ina- 

(T * * 

gic ?” 

“ No ! ray liege.” 

The King looked again astonis]ied,^and 
the Prior, curious. Wheiiqe then was 
your danger ?’#said his iJighness. 

^ “ From, the majice of jiii evil si)rite,, 
my liege !” answered the Archbishop. 

At this, the Prioi*, with a sarcastic 

• * 

countenante, said, Perhaps,* my Lord » 
Archbishop has not told tlie whole: I 
have heard it said,—I speak iif with sub- 
mission, for I mean not to thnjjv slandei*, 
—I have heard it said he doubts of witch- 
craft, if so he may doubt of magic !” 
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On this, the Archbishop, turning loftily 
to him that spoke, said, “ The Archbishop 
of ^Vork poAies not to the King’s court 
tb make confession to the Prior of St. 
Mary & r 

Then the King, seeing the .weighty 
.displeasure of my Lord of York ’•and the 
rising stnger of the^Prior, interposed, and 
put an end to* further question between 
them; but the Archbishop’s eyes were 
stewily fixed upon the Prior’s, which fell 
beneath thorn. He then craved, a juivate 
hearing of the King, for to-morrow', and 
' departed; leaving the Prior angry and 
confused, but not dismayed; for, soon as 
he was gone,^ he said in a low voice, 
which yet^ might be he^,rd by‘the King, 
“ so depart from me *all prejudice and 
callousness of heart.” 

To which the Baron said, “ Such is my 

wish too.” 

1 - 1 

The King, convinced, by this time, of 
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the innocence of Maistcr Henry, the ver- 
sifier, ordered with kind words that he 
should be dismissed, and then, cpminand- 

^ng all4)resent to avoid the chainber, save 

% 

the BaroiT de Blondeville, and the Prior of 

M • » 

Saint Mary’s, remained in dose council 
with th?m, though it were past midnight. 

Meanwhile, tlie wljole company beloW 
in the half remained close shut up, while 
the search was yet going on in the cham¬ 
bers and gallery above, for those, who * 
might have beon.concerned in this marvel- 
lous deception. There were the marshal, 
the steward, the constable of the castle, 
ind other great officers attending, to look 
after the little ones; but none of them 
could fin(J ekhcr the supposed knight, or 
the glce-rnan. ^herc were divers sayings 
and reports went forth on this patter, as, 
indeed, you must expect, without my tell¬ 
ing; but most present held tliis striinge 
accident wa*S brought about With magic,* 
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and' that bv the inveterate malice of the 

«r 

Baron de Blondeville's accuser his 
sec^t fi'iends. Some few ther^were who 

r ^ 

remarked, that by this same power of 
magic,, did he possess it, tlie misoner had 
done bc'tter to release himself From prison 
bond, but these were soon put to silence 
by othqf’s; and, Vihatever was thought, 

e X 

nothing more wa*S''8aid. 

And so ended the festival in hall, this 
ntght, every one departing to his lodging 
in the castle, or to his home'in his own 

I 

or his friend’s ca^ile, or mansion* with his 
^o^n thouglits on the strange accident, that 

f I “ 

had befallen. 

And, whatever might pass that night 
«in this halL raised up by beings rf another 
region, nothing was knqjvii of it by those 
of this ; f(A’ none would sventifre thither; 
and none, save the poor prisoner in his 
tower, would even look down from the 
chamber upon the windows of that hall. 
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And so that place was in darkness and in 
silence, which so lately had been illumi¬ 
nated, had echoed with song an4 laugh, 
and animated with the pomp of 
beauty and of a court—reriblem of life 
and deatii! 

The darkness of the hall was observed 

-? 

of the merchant from his turret lattice, ' 
• _ ^ 

for, he had watched much ,there this 

night, led thither bj" tlie sound of min¬ 
strelsy, and by a longing of his spirit t® 

A 

hover over the haunt of beings like unto 
himself. In the misery of his solitude, his 
heart would often change, and, like unto 

• X 0 

one 'tossing on a fcver bod, who continu¬ 
ally shifts his limbs iu the liope of a little 
ease, so l^p v/ent from his pajlet to his 
window to escape /roin liis own* thoughts, 
and from hiS window to his pallat to avoid 
those sounds of joy and revelry, at* which 
his heart sometimes sickene(>, when he re¬ 
membered hiS wife and* children,* yet igno- 
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rant of his condition and his dead friend, 
whose crtiel assassin was now his own 
dangerous eni^niy. Thus, he passed the 

r " • , ' 

hours, which to - ni(|^ in the ca,<?tle had 
gone by with joy and abundance; he 
alone hieing ignorant of 'those rriarvellous 
appearances, which the Prior haef not scru- 
* pled to say were raised by his art. 

’ Anrf so itrongly did the Prior urge to 
the Kin^ this nigl/i, the danger to be 
dreaded not by the Baron only, but by his 
Highness, from the pow^LTful malice, of the 
agents of the prisoner, acting by his art, if 

4^ i * ' f 

he were suffered to live, that the King 
resolved to have the rhatter fully inquired 
into to-morrow, in open court, his-self, 
sitting on the^ bench. But ».the Prior and 
the Baron, who had overheard the Arch- 

f 

bishop’s eptreaty for a hearing, and feared 

» I 

he might unsiettle the King’s resolution, 
urged :.the mattei* still further, and repre¬ 
senting the danger* of waiting a jury-trial. 
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dared to hint at sentence by^jpther inodes. 
The Baron even finished saying, that 
not a moment of his life was sme, i^fiile 
his malTcious accuserlived. 

• A '‘V . 

^Vhct^er the^King fully uifderstdbd, or 
no, what^they meant by the words “ other 

^ r 

modes,* 4ie did not fall into their plan,* 
but repeated, that on^tTie ^morrow, "a Jujgr 
should 1)6 suinmone4, 

They then spoke plainly of fftal by or¬ 
deal, but his Highness instantly rejected 
it. It wa« indeed over bold •of them to 
propose such twal, kn6mi%, as the Pricjf 

must know^' that Kjiig Henry had shown 

•* .* • 

his abhorrence of it, even in the first year 

of his reign, when he had abolished that 
cruel instrument of fraudulent bppressioii. 
And his Highness seemed npt now well 
pleased; for, he straight dismisifed them 
both, for this night. ^ 

Forth they^went of the King’i chamber 
together, and withdrew to consulti further 
vpL. II. F 
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on this affair. It is plain the Baron had 
by some meaqs gained the Prior, who wias 
T\cf true "son of church, to his iirterest. 

' • r 

It was agreed between them, \hat he 
should lose no time in gaining admittance 
to the prisoner, for his own purposes, 

, which might be done, under pretence of 
confessing him; and that before he left the 
castle, this night. Having fully settled 
their ploti they quitted the chamber, and 
were returning to the great stair-case 
through the brown gallery, rov/ left of 

t*. 

every one, had rejoiced there, that 
day,, when the Baron made a sudden stop, 
and, taking a torch from the hands of one 
of the silver images, which lighted that 
galleiy, shook it on high. 

The Prior, turning Vo inquire wherefore 
this was ^done, saw standing beside them, 
that same armed knight, who h^td ap¬ 
peared in the hall! While the Baron 
stood yith eyes fixed upon this stranger, 
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a wound in the forehead opened, and 
distilled three drops of blood, whiclr feU 

r# 

janmiticed on the B^rpn^i*obe. , 

• The* Prior had well nigh sunk to tlie 
gfoiind.^ but recovered hiinsSf enough to 
utter faintly, after some solemn words,— 

“ Who ^rt thou ?” The knight frowned 
upon Ifim,• but spake *nqt; and {tr^Sendy ^ 
disappeared, leaving the dismayed com])a- 

f, 

nions almost senseless. 


They, however, left the gallery toge¬ 
ther ; bul^ when they Jiad reached the 
h^ad of tfic sfairs, the sound of cheerfid 
voices was heard in an airtedhamber, and * 
the Baron, encouraged by thdm, turned 

thither. Bul^ those, who* talked, were 

«... • 

only pages in waiting on some loi'd of the 

court, and they were still sp^lyng of the 
marvellous occurrence in tl^ great hall, 
that night, when the Baison •appeared. 
Standing aside to let him pass, they won-* 
dered at his wild looks, as he wdiit on to 


r 2 
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an inner chamber, where their masters 
sat. 

•[fhe Piiof, having also taken a light 

f.' U 

from one of the silver warriors, that held 
torches^ over the great stair-case, descended 
alone, and was passing through the upper 
eourt of the castle, when, finding himself 
approaching one, of the King's guard, on 
watch, he imifiediatel'y extinguished the 
torch, and passed the man without it; 
but,‘ whether he took his way to the pri¬ 
son-tower, 5r togthe castle-gate, iiis fiir- 
ther course was unknown; "for, he was no 
more seen, that night. ' i 



THE third’ bAY. 



THE THIRD DAY. 


H^bx: was a di^wing of a castle seated loftily on a 
rock^ hung -^^ith thick wood/ and having many tow¬ 
ers on the |)recipice. In the mairgiu was a 2 >oitrait 
of an< Ar<^bishop, in his pontihcaf robes^ prbbably 
designed for the Archbishop of York. 



THE THIRD* DAY. 


On morn nexl^ following fhe day 

9 • 

of festival, my Lord of* Ypm had Igng 

• * ^'r 

speech of the King, and it was supposed, 

, I’ 

amongst other things, that he had bedh 
arguing against the truth of magic; for 
hg was simpec^jed of divers notions of that 
sort; it jvas also thought, that he Rad, 
given no v^ favb||rable o{^pioh of that 
same Prior of Saint Mary’s. However 
this migh^ bd*, his Highness, when he came 

V ' 

forth of his chdtnt^ was noticed to be 
thoughtful, and somewhat sad, ^d, though 

fn 

the summons for a jury was^ that flay 
issued, hfa^ |Iighness seemed willing to let 
that matter rest awhi^. 
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IM 


df sittidg .in coiiift df justice 


an4 on t6e judgment-selat, as he had^aitleD 
at Winchesters his Highness went hunting 
the stag in the forest, to his own (^teut- 
ment rnd to the great joy of his cour* 
tiers. And, ywis, this was a better chace, 

, through these deep glades, and woods, 
than that upon the wooden inountain in 
the great ball; and more sweet and chee¬ 
rily did the bugles sound along the val- 
leys^and.upon the open hills than through 
the roofs end galleries'^ of Kenilworth. 

I 

There went with the King all of estate 
cin the court (^save the bishops) witii the 
foresters of Ardenn, and also a train of 
gentils and gallants, to t^e number of 
many hundreds, and a great throng of' 
people on foot. “ ' ' 

The forest was covered with them, for 

)* 

miles, and nothing but the soi^d of bu¬ 
gles and other joyous insti^p^nts was 
heard,Jtevugh these deep <4Mdes, where 
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qiaetaess'il&d dweU^l^diqr atid ^jht; for 
so ipiig a time befi»e<. Others'^ere drere, 

V ^ * ' 

l iguess, besideavthe beasts» la^ hid in 
4hoseL pathless shades, listening, to the 
i%vel rout afar off;; and trembling too ibr 

! i ^ 

as it drew near; for, the forest 
was so«wild and wide, spreading out on ^1 


sides and^ touching divers countries, that 
it was one of the ^ chief hiding places for 


out-laws and desperate men in the whole ^ 
realm of England, as those dwelling in the 
bordering towns*knew to their cost. Many 
went wandering there, whom the world 

^ ’I ® 

little thought of; and, who, had they beerr 
seen, could hardly^ have been- guessed to 


belong to 1% they had b^ome so rude 
iind uncouth in their seeming. * 

In the c^ase Uie King*^’spied the towers 
of the Jiord of Warwick, high over the 
woods, apd that pleksant riv^ of Avon, 
flowing bg^ath. The Earl, ^ho was of 
his comjriafiy/ besought his Highness to 
. F 5 
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fetMiir thither^ refresh tijsiisdl£ in 

i ^ 

V ^ * • 

his castle'f^to wluch the King gave ,con- 
scnt^ that* he might judg^of it; his 
ne$s being a great esteemer of the b^#r c 

art, and proficient in it, as his Abbey^ 

- ' > 

Saint Peter, then yeari|j|[ at Westminster, 
0nd the cathedral at Salisbury fully show; 

-■jtl 

so he rode towards tnat castle; but, when 
he had mounted up the roclc, he stopped 
liefore the great gates, in admiration of 
those warlike towers and hanging bat¬ 
tlements, that rose so proudly ^over him. 
Then, he passed under the gateway irito..a 
’’court, surrounded by those towers, which 
all know to be of such vast strength, the 
bugles echoing through every arch and 
battlement,' till he reached that pleasant 

side, where th^ turrets hang upon thb 

< 

precipice, that overlooks the Avon river. 

As far as eye could reach, even in fur¬ 
thest west, to the broad hill^ gf Glouces¬ 
ter, all Ihe country, stretching below, was 
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wood» forest-paiftfe, with, here aijd 
there the tops of spred aftd towfe’s, whose 
convents and villages were»sq Tiidden in 
that, but for those little si^5> 
3 %u could nqt have g^essdij there were 
any g^^jdly peo^i dwelling in all that 
space. • The Kin^ was well pleased with 
all that hp saw at tTiis^ castle, as he bad 
l^een before; but .with nothing so much 
as with that broad and majestic round« 
tower, standing guard, as it were, at the 
south-east end of the cajtle, «with pending 
battlemeftts, where, all night long, tonjn- 

men marched atound, and where, buf 

• • 

high above, in that little turret, the war¬ 
der keeps his watch. 

Here WftUougliton laid (fo\jn the. ma¬ 
nuscript, and went to a Window of his 
chamber, looking towards WarWck castle, 
that he might behold under’the mootit 
light the very towers here mentioned. He 
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♦ 

.distixip|ish6d^ tiie one here 
out^ and, atthQUgh that called ihe^Becord 

«i 

Tower, at, tl|e other extremity of the 
easiern front, admirable for baauQ 
of proportion,’' he' had,- many reasCHtis fiJlr 

■^1 f 

preferring the other; pf whichi)’easons 

' - » 

there were two, first, that it was more 
. ancient £fhd had existed, at tho time the 
maifUscript referred to; secondly, that it 
wore an aspect of severer grandeur, and 
that by its singular construction, it showed 
forth much (rf thf watch-and-ward *habits 
apd warlike foresights of that age. Wik- 
loughton thought he could never be weary 
of looking at it, under this shadowy moon- 

Vw 

light; and already he fancied he could per¬ 
ceive half-aimed. men, bn guard, pacing 



'|H)inted 


the battlement, and the warderls fire blaz- 
ing on the summit and contending with, 
the moonlightf The watch-s^al too ht 
heard; for/ what el^ could be that, which 


passed oxf the wind, and which seemed to 
him so solemn, yet wild and so differrnt 
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from my thing he&Pd in ti|^e ^pip|Dg 

times of peace** and luxury.^ GMosity, as 

to the tale he was reading; brought him 
* • • 
I33ck, at^ last, to the manuscript and to 

King Henry.). 


m 

• 0 ^ 

Kin^ Henry stood lopg at a mndow of 

that side of the oostle, tvhich overhangs 
the Avon, and there he beheld, with de¬ 
light, the great pedars growing on a steep 
rock oter*the river, on who^ out-spread- 
ihg tops *he Ihoked down, as on a carpet 

m 

(jf dark •velvet, juried with silver. Cer¬ 
tain, that castle of Warwick has a more 
pleasant scite, than this i)f Kenilworth; 

• 9 

for, there* your eye was carried, fiar and 
wide, oven woo^ to the liil^ of other 
countries; where at Kenilworth, you see 
only the woods of its own VfdleJS with the 
lake shining 4[)elow them. Yet there were,* 
who better liked the quiet shade* of those 
m^estic woods, that seemed to shut out 
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all the world, save when the King'brought 

it hither, than the more tree and lightsome 

§ 

prosi)ect fromthe walls of Warwick; but, 
for mine own part, it was not so with mt?!^ 
Whetl that his Highness, had tasted 1i 
manchet and had taken a cup of fra¬ 
grant Burgundy wine, of which niy Lord 
of rWarwick had good store, he hunted 
back to Kenilworth, followed by some of 
Warwick, whom he knew not of. 


' n 

That night, the King kept his estate in 
the great clijnnber, with the Quoen *and all 
h^r Court. There were the Kifig s min¬ 
strels and there again was PiciTe, the 
Queen s harper, who, by command from 
his Highness, ,?ang forth a lay, made by 
Maria, the French Poetess, who was now 
at the Court, as aforesaid. Sfee had pre¬ 
sented her book to the King," full of mar¬ 
velous hi^jfeori^s, right pleasureful to hear, 
.>although they were? not all true, nathless 
she had'^^said to the contrary in the pre- 
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amble to her book. The lay,. played forth 
tUs night, was that of Guildeluee^and 
Gualadun,” or, as some call k,; “^he lay 
of £l(Slire.” This was a Knight ofBrfi- 
tagne famous for hk high qualitiesf loved 
and honJ^;;ured by his Sovereign, Imt en¬ 
vied and hated by many in the Court,, 
who, gaining the ear'of their Prince, jit 
length persuaded hipi to banish Hun they 
conspired against from the Court and his 
country, leaving J)ehind him a beautiful 
and exeelknt wife, whoip they contrived 
to prevent? from accomi)anying him. 

It was .said by jfiany, im King Henry’s 
Court, that he commanded this lay to 
Ije sung, as a lesson to the enemies of the 
young Bavon, that he susiiected them of 
malice. Otjhers sftid the example of Guil- 
deluce miglit be a warning also to the 
young Baroness ; for, they ttiongjit that of 
the two Guildeluce was the groater hero,, 
as you shall hear. This wise and? valour- 
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ous Knight, Sir Eledire, after vowing 
everlasting truth to his unhappy wife, set 
sail for England, there to seek adventures; 
and soon he found them. After *aclifm- 

. t * , , j f 

ing wOnder?, with the hflp of the ten 
knights he carried with him, inffaid of a 
•Prince of this country, he finished his 
explc|it*by falling in love with^thaJt King's 
daughter, contrary to ♦all his former repu¬ 
tation, and setting his- passion to fight 
witli his duty, which had hitherto been 
sworn friends. J"here was a l«ng»contest, 
l^ut unfortunately his passion Conquered. 
Then, being recalled bj| his own ^Sovereign, 
who could 'not go on without him, having 
lost by his qjfitoce a great part of his 
territory, \ie c^rri^s off the young Prin¬ 
cess, andjreturns to his* affectionate Wife, 
estranged yet woe begone. The young 
Princess,/ whP ^ good ^ she was 
beautiful,*soon as,she heard the Knight 
had a trife, swooned away, and, not sa- 
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ti^ed with that, died out-right. I’he 
Knight goes nearly mad, and his distressed 
wife, to whoin no one had t9ld the whole 
\ndh,f goes to a hermitage in a wood, to 
find out the secret cause distjaction. 
There sl^e sees the corpse of the beautiful 
Princess^, and all jealousy and anger are^ 
lost, in .compassion for^ier piteoua fate. 

Presently, the PfinceSs^ ly ^ charni is 
brought to life again; and what docs this 
excellent wife, but determine to fougd'a 
nunnery, and resfgn her beloved husband 
to the beajitifuJ Princess. But tlyj Knight, 
her husband, would not be out-done m 
g'enerosity, and What does^ he do, but 
build that very nunnery, to receive her, 
and, having thus rewarded’that excellent 
wife, he marries# the beautiful Princess, 
without further fighting l}etweeh affection 
and conscience. 

Whether the young Baroness inight 
inclined, if tried, to profit by the example 
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of this excellent wife is not known ; but 
most surely some lacjlies wohld not; for, 
they sctugl^ not to take pains to say, 
that this was one of those lays of 'Mstfip, 
which (.were -not true. They would not 
give it credence for a moment, 

This lay, although we have here cut it 
short, rivalled Mais»,er Henry’s ballad fbi^ 
wearisome lengthTl^t the sweet thrum- 
ming of Pierre made the King endure it 
lietter; whetl it was well ended, there was 
great dancing amongst the ladi^es,,,and his 
Highness, commanded ^the Paron de Blcn- 
. deville to danje with the Lady Beatrice, 
and they went a solemn round together, 
to the joy of all that beheld them. You 
would have ^thought by his^ locks the 
young Baron had utterly forgotten what 

he had se^n in hall Ufod gallery, th^ night 

1 . 

before; for, none in'" the court seemed 

/ * 

more proup, or high in spirit, than he^or 
danced with a better grace. 
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The ArchUsbop of Yotk wa& at the 
King’s right hand, the whole even; but 
the Prior of Saint Mary’s cajpe il!ot near 
t^c/sas^le, all that night. Nothing hap* 
pen^id to disturb the festival there; J)ut at 


the prior}^i^ a strange accident. 

It was .before the first watch of matins, 
that a lay-brother wevit into the,priory 
church to trim the lighti^, when, behol^! 
the place, instead of being well lighted, 
was in total darkness, save that a gleam* 
from the^nioon came in through the win¬ 
dows. Eadwyp could hardly trust his 
sight; for,^never in man’s ^meinor}, had* 
the tapers there (leased to J)prn. But, 
white yet he stood amazed, he noticed 
something shifting near the end, as 
if a person stood there; and, the moon, 
soon after, coming out more brightly, he 
perceived the gleaming of steel; it was an 
armoured man standing still nea^ a win¬ 
dow, or rather under it. 
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Eadwyn had heard of what had passed, 
the night before, in the castle-hall; and 
he instantly became convinced this was 
the same appearance, which had caa&wi so 
muche marvel there. While yet he lopk 
ed the figure pointed downwa- d to the 
ground, near its own feet; but Eadwyn 
dared not to look again, but fled, as fast 
aa age would^ permit him, to alarm the 
whole brotherhood. 

Straight, they all flocked together to 
the church, failing not to bless tlicinselves 
by the way ; but, when tjiey came there, 
the lights wefc burning as usual, and no¬ 
thing new was to be seen in the place! 
Yet Eadwyn persisted in his say, «nd, 
pointing out the spot, where the supposed 
knight had stood, it was found to be over 
a grave-Stone, without a name—so antient 
did it seem. The monks pored upon the 
stone; ^t, if a name had ever Ireeu there, 
not a fetter could now be traced; and^ if 
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any present did guess whose bones were 
laid beneath, not one did choose to say. 

^ The disturbance, caused by* this strange 
^ccid^it, soon reaching the ears of the 
Prior, he forthwith came to the (9mrch, 
and, seeing the brethren in such number 
over this* grave, it was noticed he looked ■ 
more st^rn than ever * f)ut, when tifey told 
what brother Eadwyn had related, he 
made light of the matter, and said, that 
his health must b{^ looked to, for that* in¬ 
firmity ftf mind foretold infirmity of body. 
Then, he order^d him straight to his celk 
ttjere to diet on bnvad and ater, for seven 
days. 

Thus he ended the mjjjtter for this 
night, and* in less than seven days did 
brother Ea(>wyn, poor man, end his sen¬ 
tence, for, he died on the fourth day. 


being of above three-score and t^n years, 
and of spare* habit, hjiving never been 
much in the Prior s favour. As 'he was 
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proceeding to his cell, the prior failed not 
to foretell from what he called the dis- 
temper, of the brain, that'end was ap¬ 
proaching ; but all, who heard hiiii,”lo6lc 
not this matter, as he willed. He ended 
by warning the brethren not to go by 
night into the church, save at usual times, 
when all assembled, lest the folly of Ead- 
w'yn might disturb their minds with 
strange dreamings. Some, who heard him, 
smiled in secret, notwithstanding their 
grave deportment, and others, with won¬ 
kier and trembling, promised to'‘obey. 



THE FOURTil DAY 



THE FOJURTII DAY. 

r 

Here was a drawing of a forest, with a long 
cavalcade and procession, in other modes of the 
Court, winding under the shades. In the distance, 
wheje the light fell, tents appeared in a plea¬ 
sant glade, and thence seeilicd advancing a body 
of Archers. * 



.THE FOUtlTH DAY. 


A 


Kits' o Henry hav'iug commanded, that 
his court of justice should open, on the 
moriow, in the ^Vlute-hall, in the castle, 

to adininis\er the laws of his realm, sum- 

* . * 

moned, this day, a court of pleasure, t^ 
attend hfni in tlit forest.* The Arch- 
iiishop was not of his train. Early in the 
morning, he Juid departed *00 Jiis way to 
Coventry, ^short journey from this castle, 
to visit the Bishop, Roger de,*Wesliam, 
who there lav .wk, at Saint Marv’s. And 
this he did not only in kindness ^towards 
him, but for certain more privatcireasons. * 
Since his discourse with the King, his 
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Highness liad seemed willing to move 
more deliberately in this business of the 
Ihnon, and to sift it to the bottom, that 
the foul slandci, as he held it to be, whicli 
had been thrown upon his favoured ser- 
\'ant, might be exposed, as well as that his 
iii’e might in futiu'e be shielded from the 
evil arts of sorcery, if such shculd appear 
U) have been practised by his accuser, in 
the hall of banquet. 

His Highness guessed not, that other 
tlian just means might be resorted to 
against the merchant’s life, while he re- 
mained in prison, friendless and a stran¬ 
ger, as he was, in this place; much less 
suspected he,* that, in his ,o\vn court of 
justice a verdict might he gi"en against 
an innocent man. A jury had been sum¬ 
moned ill this matter, and had been o> 
dered to^be in readiness, however suddenly 
called i{pbn to meet in court. And there 
tlte matter rested, his Highness, meaning 
to keep up this festival with princely 
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diversions, having gone forth, with the 

Queen and all his court, to divert himseh' 

«in the chase of Kenilworth and forest of 
• - - 

Ardenn. • 

The Queen Mas in her litter, hung 
with pift’ple velvet, broidercd with gold, 
drawn milk-M^hite steeds richly har- 

ft 

nessed; six esrpiircs riding Iicfore her; 

• * 

with divers of her'Court, and six pages 
running heside her, and compassed ail 

•it 

aboui% with noble ladies and officers of 

her state. * Chiefest among the ladies, for 

• • 

gracefulness, w-ent the Baroness d( Blon¬ 
de ville. on : whit ft palfrey. A palfrey 
of the like, led by two i)ages, followed the 
Queen, for hcv Highness to lide when she 
should so n inf I. 1 lie Countesses oi’ Corn¬ 
wall and Penibroke-Montfort yrere like¬ 
wise in iheir litters, gorgeously apparelled, 
with a press of noble dames compassing 
them about and pages and footmen'. 

Before the King rode the Lord Warden 
of' this forest, attended by the Verderer 
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and other guardians of the vert and veni¬ 
son, wit^ fifty archers, clothed in greefi, 
moving in pairs, and sounding by turns 
their bugles, with right merry glee. First 
began the four nearest his HigRhess, and, 
when they took breath, eight stnuck up, 
further on; then again six sounded, and 
so the music? rose and fell threwghout the 
line with most sweet changes. 7^he sound 
roused up the stags in the forest, and 
maiiy a one afar off was seen to bound 
athwart the avcriues from shade to shade. 
Silt the King came not to hunt, this day, 
nor would he let an arrow be levelled at 
any he saw, though this, might have been 
done, without fear of hitting; for they 
flitted from gloom to gloom, dike a sun¬ 
beam among clouds, and hardly could you 
tell when they had passed. 

But that, which most delighted the 
Queen'sf ladies in«these wild woods was 
to see the nimble squirrels climbing among 
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the boughs, and springing from branch to 

branch, so full of happy life it was a plea¬ 
sure to behold. And some, vvnen they 
•liadr^ained the topmost boughs, woiild 
quietly sTt, crocking the chedUiits and se¬ 
curely looking, with their full, quick eyes, 
on the company below. 

Thet’e, I fear, wA’e some, o\"erborne 

* . ' * * .• 

by their own evil passions and galled* by 

the consciousness of them, who might look 

up to those poor animals, with momevtary 

envy. • Apd doubtless inpiiy, who had not 

tliese pamful .reasons for choiq^, thought 

it were .better so to liye.fimongst these 

w^oodlands, in blessed case and sprightly 

« 

healtli, than confined in the golden tram¬ 
mels of a court, where every feeling n as 
checked, hiat it might move only to eei- 
tain steps of order, and nature was so 
nearly forgotten, that, if perchance she did 
appear, she Avas pitied and rep’oved foi^ 
a child of ignorance, and straight altered 



126 


CAST&K t>E BLOND£VlLt£. 


after their own fashion. And there were 
few, who, when they came abroad amongst 
the hills* and foiests and the free air and 
the open sunshine, and lieard the of 
birds, and saw the playful grace and glee 
of animals, there were few, whd felt not 
their spirits dance, although they knew 
hot it was in sympathy with free and 
guileless nature, which, “4f they^hever more 
could resume it, yet' could they never, 
eVen in spite of themselves, entirely cease 
to love. " 

• This noble company had not gone many 
rdBes under these forest shades, ere their 
horns were answered Hy others, ^afar off*, 
that made every hill and dell to ring; yet 
feared they not what this might mean, nor 
made halt to inquire. Presen/ly, coming 
where the woods opened, they espied in a 
greifen lane a demi-circle of tents, and on 
the hills beyond a body of archers—o^t- 
laws thei' seemed t6 be—three hundred at 
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the least, drawn up in battle-array, as if 
ready to meet them. The^nobje company 
no|;hing daunted, still advanced, and the 
• Ki^ ordered his bugles to sound a parley; 

the which was no sooner done, than all the 

• 

echoes of those hills answered with horns, 

and stftdght the captain of the band came 

down upon that littje plain, attended by 
• 1 
twelve of 'his archers and by two pages, 

4 « 

one leading a brabe of milk-white grey¬ 
hounds, in a chain of steel, the other bear¬ 
ing his bow and arrow. These approach¬ 
ed the I^ing, cap in hand, and then, dis¬ 
mounting from their hobbies, the captain^ 
who was no othei' than the King s bowman 
of this forest, taking his bow and arrow' 
from the page, fell on one knee, and pre¬ 
sented th>m to his Highness^ 

The King, having shot off' the ant)w, 
graciously returned the bow, with a purse 
4^ gold, and bade him rise,«which he re- 
fused to do, until his Highnes,^, and. tlfe 
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Queen should grant his petition, which 
^was, that they.would repair to the tents, 
and therms rest; while his archers sought 
to entertain them with their bows. JJ^hisf 
granted, the how-hearer rose, and, leading 
those snowlike greyhounds, whose necks 
were bound with collars of ebony inlaid 
with silver, presented them to the King, 
as lord of this forest. But th^ were the 
Queen and her ladies, who best welcomed 
those delicate 'animals, admiring their slen¬ 
der forms and dainty coats, white as the 
ermine on their own mantles. 

•Forthwith, their Highnesses, with this 
noble company, repaired to the tents, 

« I 

where they found venison' ready prepared 
for them, with other game, ^iich as these 
woods afforded, and wines and fruits of 
Autumn, ail set forth on boards dressed 
out with oaken Jboughs, so that every table 
seemed a bower. The rustic seats of ^e 
King and< Queen were raised on turf, not 
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carpeted with tapestry, but sti’ewed with 
flowers, and, for their caiioiucs of estate, 
• they had arching branches of chesnut, 

I 

wreathed with sweet., woodbine. The 

♦ 

wine was brought in bcedien cups, carved 
from tliat noble tree, that stretched forth 
its mighty branches ,over the King’s tent, 

• t 

and then sent out its spray, so lightly 
and so jjroudly, above the flag of England 
waving there. Also, instead of damask 
water in golden ewers, water, cl&r as 
crystal was brought in fteechen cups, and 
in hunters’ horns, bound with silver, frani 
the wild brook, that rath among the rocks, 
and that inaJcj in its lonely course, still 
music under the green shadows. 

It wafc a goodly sight to behold the 
tents ranged beneath the t"ees on the 
short sward, filled with fresh ladies and 
other noble company; and the King’s 
tent, where attended the Loid WardJr 
and all the officers of the forest, in their 

G 5 
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peculiar habits of ceremony—encompassed 
by his archers in green, with loi& and 
knights in hunting habits, and with es* f 
quires and pages in his Highness’s livery, 
glitteriifg wit\i divers colour^;. The place 
of* every one was so well ordered, that 

B I 

diere seemed not anj crowd; each rank 
lieing set forth to the eye. in diife degree of 
beauty and proportion; one beyond ano¬ 
ther. And first, between the tents, stood 
the King’s demi-lances, and the archers, 
who had run before him; behind’these 
w^re the King’s horsemen, and others of 
^his train. Some^^hat • apart stood the 
Queen’s litter/'having her cloth of estate 
over it, with bor richly cap^risi&ed pal¬ 
frey, and pages" in waiting; neyr it were 
the sumpt^r-litters of her sister, and of 
the Countess of Eembroke-Montfort, with 
coursers, squires and grooms, countfi^. 
But the c(ubf sight was the tents circling 
thTs pleasant ^een, a}I filled with estates 
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and gentilsy freshly apparelled^ and with 
hanqueC-boards sp gaily decked^ and the 
^ lofty trees of beech and oak that Overtopped 

th^m all. , • 

• 0 

• On the hilk, opposite to the daini-circle 
of thege tents, were drawn out the three 
hundred foresters, who feigned to be out¬ 
laws Of t^e forest, presenting Robin Hood 
and his company.. * • 


And, when the King and Queen had 
refreshed themselves, the Lord Warden of 
Ardcnne# his-self, who had withdrawn from 


the banquet,* came riding up to the tent, 
blowing the ivoyy hoi^i, •which was hung 
about his ueck with a chsin of silver, and 
which was the sign of^the charter, by 
which he held his oflSce, and* having done 
hompge, asked, *if it so pleased his High¬ 
ness, to see his archers^/hoot; to which a 
gracious answer being given, the garden 
gave signal'to the bow-bearer,•v|ho 
made sign to his men, an^:^e whcde troo 
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shot off their arrows, which had whistles 
in the head, w ith so loud a noise as amazed 
and rejoiced the hearts of all present, and 
roused the stage from their coverts, and 

• I 

sent the birds from their leafy homes in 

flights, athwart the sky. • 

Then, w'ere many noble bows drawn to 

* 

shoot at the deer, as they scudded away 

under the sliades; l)ut ih^ Queen bene- 

*•> 1 , 

vokntly said, Nay ; shall our delight in 
these 'pleasant woods, be the ca^use of suf¬ 
fering to their itinocent tenants! Let 
evgry beast and bird be free and haippy 
how, as we are.’’ And his Highness said 
it should be so this day, and forbade them 
to shoot. . A feijpe had been fijced, as w^as 

I 

the worthless way, and the game was to 

have been driven into it, and there shot 
< 

at by her Highness and the ladies of her 
court. ♦ For this purpose, also, there had 
b^n prepared arrow,s, plumed with pea¬ 
cock’s, feathers, and having heads of bright 
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silver; and now, that a better sport might 
not be lost, hazel wands were sft up, at 
•due distance; from which were suspended 

m * 

garlands /)f roses, rose^ of Provence, the 

Queen's country, for such they seemed, 

whether the work of nature or of cunning 

skill; apd at these gy;lands the ladies ot 

her Hightwss practised, for prizes, which 

the Queen distributed, wfio, naithless that 

this' adventui’e had seemed to fall out bv 

* 

accident, w as well aware of. all that was 

to ha])pen, and came prepared for it. 

• • 

His Highness’s sWter, the Lady PenS- 
broke-Montfort, Won a golden arrow, and 
the young Baroness de Blondeville a sil¬ 
ver bugle; •which the Bardq, her lord* 
tuned up in inojt sweet triumph of her 
victory. 

After these feats, the^archers of Robin 
Hood practised with their bows, the hazel- 
wands having been removed to inore thah 
treble the distance; and they playfd off 
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siicb cunning skill, as made marv^L all 
those, who had befoi’e prided themselves 
in theii’ own performances. Often' were 
tlie rosy garlai>ds scraped fcy th^ir darts^i 
or the "hazel-wands that held them, sliU 
vered. A sheaf of silver arrows* and a 
l30W were the prizc^of the Lord Warden, 
the captain of the band, who w^as also 
welHinown to be the best^ bow-man. Af¬ 
ter they had ended this sport, they went 
throiigh divers courses and devices on 
horseback, feignitig a battle, and sounding 
their bugles, and hiding in the woodsy 
' and then coming back, -in pursuit of one 
another, to the great delight of the whole 

W 

court; and tch none more than to the 
Prior of Saint Mary’s; who was in the 
King’s train ; for he joyed in sports of the 
forest more than well became one of his 
calling. 

^ And nb*'sooner was this ended, than 
therein was heard from that woody brow, 
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behuid the tents, a sound of sweet min* 
strelsy, of tabourB “‘and flutes and viols 
And other joyous insmiments, the which 
* signal weH understood of man^ pre¬ 
sent. Straight, the King and Queeii, with 
the chief nobles and gentils of their courts, 
departed thither-ward, whence the sounrf 
came, leaving the rest ,and the archers of 
the forest, to make merry in the tentsV* 
Having gone up, beneath the Woods, 
their Highnesses came at last to that lofty 
brow, wheVe the" minstrels^ were assembled, 
and which overlooked the country, fiar 
and near, except* where *the forest-oaks 
now and then .interrupted the prosjpect. 
There might j^ou see, as you lijoked down 
under their dark branches, the towers of 
Kenilworth far off in the sUi^; and, be¬ 
yond them, all that wide forest-region, 
reaching to the Chamwood-hills in Lei¬ 
cestershire; *so distant^ they sd^med blue? 
as the . air above them, and none here 
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would have guessed what ancient woods 
were on their steep ^siSes, dark even as 
these oaks, which stretched their boughb 
athwart that l?ghtsoiiie blue. 

But neither the lofty spire of the Ab¬ 
bey church of Leicester, Saint Mary de 
^Pratis, nor the town could be spied; ibr 

T 

they lay low at the' feet of' these hills. 
On another side, you had but to look 
down, where you could find an alley in 
the woods, to behold the Castle of War¬ 
wick proudly over-topping tSe vale, and 
seeming the very lord of those plains, that 
spread out on all sides, even to the hills 
of jjlloucestei’, which his Highness had 
noted from thiX castle’s wallr. Some ^aid 
you might perceive the stately tower of 
Gloucester Abbey; but of this I know 

V' 

not; for, my eyes could never make it 
out; yet it might be seen by others, which 
nad not |)ored so many midnights by the 
blunt light of tapers; for, this makes 
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things of day, if they be. far off,, invisible 
to eyes so usied. 

I do remember me, when Robert of 
^Gloucester vaunted of his Abbey, Saii^t 
M§ry de ]?ratis, at Leicaster, j;ie said from 
top-most.spire you might see beyond a 
hiU of Ardenn; but I believed him not, 
taking jif for a triumph over our Priory, 
which he sfaid was * so -darkly ^ closed ^ in 
of forests, it seemed more like a cell of 

penance than a good prior’s house. And 

% 

when I asked him how often in the princely 
castle, that stQod nigh his Abbey, King 
Henry had kept his court, he w’as put to* 

ft ® 

silence, though he might have remember¬ 
ed that our good’King did, atj his Abbey, 
first receive tlTe crown he wdfe, • 

From this hill, loo, you might espy the 
town of Coventry, with Saint Mftiy s, and 
the convent spires of that village of Ea¬ 
ton; called of tjie nuns, Nuneaton. Certcs, 
this was a pleasant brow; for, wherever 
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the wpg^ds opened, these wide prospects 
spread; yet, turning from them, you seemed 

A 

hid ill houghs and lonesome wilds, where 
neither town nor castle could be. seew, 
nor any pomp, .rave that blecsed one of 
these shades; nor any living thing, but 
what they bred. * 

And here, where the oaks c stretched 
round a green plat, leaving ♦only a little 
opening towards those blue forest hills of 
ChaiTiwood, here was a noble tent pre¬ 
pared for King Henry and his court; there 
was none other on this s^t: but seats 
were cut in the turf around, under the 
boughs for such as were not of estate; 
and there, too, sat the minstrel, tuning up 
with mCnry ^glee, opposite 4o the King's 
tent, where the woods narted. 

When this noble company had rested 
awhile, and ^ had taken leche lardys and 
wine, and had out from this summit 
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all, which those, who knew the ooiintry, 

pointed out to them, the Countess of Corfi- 

wall went forth of the King’s tent; and, 

^‘cording to the pleasant fashion o( her 
• • • 
country, danced on the green-syvard^under 

the trees^ with the Lord Simon de Mont- 

tbrt. Sh*e moved with a noble grace, as 

was reported by those present; first, in a 

bass-dance; *and then, sf)ringiti|f up with 

lighter grace, she ended with a measure 

that showed off all the gaiety of her own 

I 

land, and so much rejoiced the heait of 
the Queefl, her sister, that, but for her 

dignity, she would have danced also. I* 

• ^ • 

guess it brought back to her mind the 
festivals of her father’s court, in that plea¬ 
sant land of Southern Francfe, oelled Pro¬ 
vence, where thejj love to sjfcrt in the 


open air, nigh the shade of woods, and 
will pass a summer s day to tiie sound of 


fiutes and viojs; theii^ hpiquets being of 
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fruit, fresh gathered from the orange-trees 

and the vines, and being laid forth on the 

* ■ 

grass, Ijtside some windling brook. 

* Aiid it was to ])leasiire the Queen, witli 
a banquet like to"what she liaiT been ’eus- 

tomed to in her own country, that King 

» 

Henry had thus come forth into these fo- 
rest-shfides. This was a day, tiu»l suited 
well liis purpQse"; it was a calm, sun¬ 
shine day, when the air, so balmy soft, 
showed every near object as if nought but 
crystal interposed—and every thing dis¬ 
tant—hills, water, sky, as, it were dressed 

i 

in azure; it >vas surely a blue,day, such 
as is seldom seen in our Island j)ros[)ect, 
save in the parting month of autumn, 
though often in that pleasant part of 
France, where these diversions seem Re¬ 
vised t(f make the most of the climate. 

When that the Countess of ComvraU 
had end^d her dance, the^Queen invited 



GASTON DE BLONDEVILLE. 141 

several foreign noble lords and ladies, visi¬ 
tors from her own land, to dance divers 

f. 

rounds of their own country. Amongst 
'these the ^Baron de Blgndftvillc figured; 
and truly, when he led off the dance most 

i 

joyed in •by the villagers on the banks of 
the Rhone, none did so lightly bound, nor ' 
throw up h’^ cap in» the air, with* gayer 
grace than he. As* for tlie youngBaro- 
ness, who could trip more blythely, oi* 
more delicately express every jCyful feel¬ 
ing than sh*e showed here, Ihis day ? 

r4^htw as the willow-spray» 

Dancing to the airs of May. 

And thus tljis noble compp-ny^ disported 
themselves, until the day was fer spent; 
and then set they forth in state jind order 
for Kenilw^orth, the whole troop of forest- 
archers attending the Kng to the gates of 
the castle, whence they# departed not till * 
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after due regale, nor till the sun had well 
nigh gope down. As they went, his High¬ 
ness’s command was conveyed to thenf, 
that thev should* attend him • to hawk 
on the river of Avon in the forest, and 
should there partake his banquet.* 
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TpE FIFTH DAY AND NIGHT 


Over this Ch^ipter wf.s a drawing of the poor 
Merchant’s prison-chamber; it w'as night; for, 
a lamp burned beside the pallet^ on which he lay 
stretched. A face appeared dimly, behind the gra¬ 
ting in the back whll. 



JTHE FIFT.H DAY'ANDi NIC^HT. 


7’his day, the KingV (]onrt of Justice 
was opened in the White Hfill of Kenil- 
worth, and divers matters adjudged there ; 
but the cjvuse of the. merchant came not 
oh. It hath Jieen already related, that 
King Hanry was inclined move more 
deliberately in this matter than he had 
at first been ; but there were some about 
liim who were desirous to^ ui^e it to a 
conclusion, before* the return of the Arch- 
bishop of York from Coventry*: and for 
this they had weighty reasons of their 
own. It has-been shown, that ^the Arch¬ 
bishop inclined somewhat to the cause of 

VOL. II. H 
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the poor nierchant, and that he was.no 
friend to the Prior of Saint Mary’s. .Now, 
neither *the Prior, nor the Baron de Blon- 

f 

Seville, augured well to themselves froiii^ 

the i^^chbishop, * seeing the manner • in 

which he had held himself towards them ; 

« 

and they sought, by all means, to have the 
prisoner disposed of, licfore tlie return of 

I 

that powerful p,nd intrepid prelate. 

This day, the Prior came to the castle ; 
andj after a private conference with the 
Baron, in whi<ch they settled, their plot, 
the Prior craved hearing of the 'King, add 
set forth somejvhat of the strange appear¬ 
ance at the Priory, on a late night; but,)ie 
told only as much of the tnith of that ad¬ 
venture asJ suited himself, and added to it 
as iniich &lsehood as he dared. Having 
then declared the whole to be some new 
artifice, practised lijr the secret friends 
of the merchafit, he besought the King 
to relieve the Baron from the unseen dan- 
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gers, made to impend over hiiii by the 
malice of his enemies, and which, he said, 
yroiild not cease so long as his accuser re- 
•mained unpunished; for that the accusa- 

.<y, • 

tioh was a gililty one he had no "'doubt. 
To this * entreaty the Baron joined his, 
that the King would end this matter, as 
might s*eem flight to, his Highness,* plead- 
ing that his peace and hoitiour were alike 
in jeopardy, during every hour of this sea-% 
sou, in which he had looked oiily for joy 
and gladnftss; since, hovfever, fully and 
higldy he was Honoured by his Highness’s 
favour, atfll however he his-sfelf might seem, 
in the face of the.court, to bear the slan- 

v-,, * 

der, neitlier he, nor auy one of those most 

dearly connected with him, hid known one 

moment of re^fl comfort, since ^he accusa- 

« 

tion was first made. 

The truth of thir»^King Henry admit¬ 
ted; yet was fie firm in^refusings to hasten* 

unduly the trial of the merchant; and 

2 


H 
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they, suspecting fhat his motive for this 
was chiefly to have the Archbishop pre- 

I) 

sent when it should come on, urged theiy 
petitions, till «his^ Highness’s visible dis-* 
jJeasur^ put an end to fUrther hearing. 
And thus the business rested for this time; 
the Prior departing for his chamber, and 
the Bav’on to prepare himselj' to*attend 
the King, in the great chamber, where 

'•j 

Ijis Highness was to keep state. There 
was rehearsed before the King a Servan- 
tois, composed' by Maister Denis Pyra- 
jnus, setting forth divers iJrave* deeds of 
chivalry. « Notfiing extraordinary happen¬ 
ed this night; and the Cpurt broke up at 
the usual time, every one seemingly well 
contented and at peace. But, what hu¬ 
man bein^ tnay look into the secrets of 
the heart? many, that lay beneath this 
roof, from King down to serving-man, 
•were pressed with b^avy core's, each in his 
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way, but none more heavily than the 
Jiaron de Blondeville. 

Now every one was gone to •his own 
chanibei*, for all night, apd the Waytt?, 
with his*groom bearing th« toEob, was 
going his second round, when a person 
passed athwart the upper court, who an- 
sw'ered *not the watch-word. Eipth the 
old man and his boy Savi this person be¬ 
side them ; but he w'as gone, before the 
cliallengc was repeated; and he was so 
muffled lyj in liis garm<:*nt, they could 
distinguish neither shape, hor feature. 
But the^' had marked thj way he 
and they lollow^ed his steps, which led 
them to that great tower, still called of 
Caesar, which was tlie keep*; dn it pended 
the prison-turret*of the merchant. Mar¬ 
velling who might go there at tfhis hour so 
privily, they tried tb? door of entrance, but 
found it fast, and |^^en the of tlu* 
tower windows, and they too were safe. 
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The great gate of the Port-cullis, whawf 
the wardours kept guard, opened not into 
this cour*, but over the ditch, on tl^ other 
side of the tower; or the wayte would have 
speedily given the tilarin, fgr he thoi^ht 
all was not right. 

Ire guesse(f*^he had mistaken the way 
this person lia^one; but, stepping d3ack 
and looking up at the tower, hii?boy spied 
a light passing by a casement, on high, 
which he knew led up a stair-case to the 
. prison-chamber. ^ So the old man suspected 
some plot was going forwarcj, for the liber- 
-iy of him confined there, and he gave an 
alarm at the door beneath; presently on 
which, he heard the keepar’s voice within; 
who, being asked whether any one had just 
entered the tower, answered “ No and, 
being then asked wllether an^ one had 
passed up the staii^-case with a light, he 
said he knew not, others were dwelling in 
the place, besides himself. The wayte told 
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hidA what he had seen in the court, and 
that he suspected some one had entered 
the towfr with a false key; to wWch the 
•keeper answered, that could^ot liave bee» 
wi%out his hearing ; and bad(^hin\go on 
his watchway, and, if his sight had not 
deceived him, he would fiiS, perchail^, 
the persoft he suspected lur|^ng" within the 
court, in tlfce porch, perhags, of the great 
hall, or under the arch-way of the white 

■fe- 

tower. Though the old man thought alf 
was not tight, he went, his way, andt 
searched the places noted and every other 
corner of.the court; but he found no one.* 
The more marvelling, he determined to 
look well to the prison-tower, and, if any 
one came fofth of it, to sefee ^im, if he 
might be strong enough. 

And so,,.jhaving iung out Ws second 
round, for this night,^ he concealed his 
torch, within^a buttress-nook, where it lay 
smouldering; and then, with his boy, he 



152 GASTON DE BLOKDEVlLLE. 

took his Station in the front of King Hen¬ 
ry’s lodging, which was opposite to Caesar’s 
tower. Little did his groom-boy help 
him; for, he was sod^ snoring 

loudly^enough to bid any one lurking in Wie 
court to beware of his master; the torch 
itself could not more surely have betray- 
ed their stafiop; huts the aged rfian, who 
could better- wake than slumber, sat still 
and watchful on the bench, within that 
porch, often silencing, though it were 
•but for a miiiu*^e, his drowvsy conipanioii. 
Still and watchful"^ did he sit* in that 
gloomy porch below ; but there was one as 
still and wakeful in the tower above, ly¬ 
ing on his pallet, full of grievous care and 
dread of ^hat might happen; 

This poor merchant, ’when he knew of 
what he 'was accusdS, saw, that his de¬ 
struction was appointed, and that the Ba¬ 
ron de Blondeville, to save himself, had 

I ‘ 

contrived this pretence of delusions and 
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e?vil arts practised by him. He had been 
told to prepare himself for trial ou the 
morrowand he, suspected not that lie 

' was deceived, ^'i^r ^tiiat there could be ^ny 

* • 

tiiotive for deceiving him, iif that»respect. 
The ]^ing, as before said, had steadily re¬ 
fused to have the inerchantv tried on the 
morrftw ; ^who, notwithstanding, 4iad been 
bidden to hold lumself^in readiness for 
that day. And to that morrow he now 
looked with dread and despair; for, how 
could he •defend himself from that terrible 
sliadow* which he heard his enemies de¬ 
signed to raise up against him ? how strike 
a phantom, which, though armed with 
the deadly weapons of malice, was invul¬ 
nerable as the €iir--the phantom of sor- 
vory ? Thus, he Toresaw that his sentence 
was passed: and, when he thought of his 
distant home, his wife and children, who, 
ignorant of bis wretched statcy were now 
expecting him with fond impatience, from 

II 5 
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a lai^, and whom he must never 

moV^ behold ;’f^^hen he thought; of this, 
he was little able to meditate what he 
should say> or do, when he should be con- 

fronted Vith His enemies. I'hus he passed* 

11 

several hours. 

At last, when he considered the virtu¬ 
ous motive, which hacf^led him intb this 
jeopardy, and the wickedness of his ac¬ 
cusers, pious confidence began to possess 
his mind; indignation struggled with his 
grief, and his apprehe|isions vanished. In 
these moments, he believed himself capa¬ 
ble of rousing conviction in the minds of 
the judges, by the strength and eloquence 
of indignation alone. forgot, that it 

had hitherto failed him with King Henry ; 

1 

but such courageous hope rose anc^ fell 
with his sorrow, giving place to deep de¬ 
spondency and weakness, whenever he 
thought much of his wife and children. 
The suddenness of his firsk appeal to 
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King Henry prevented him pejp^v- 
ing the clanger of accusi^' ;^c favourite 
^ of a prince; nor considered he his own 
helplessness, though he was in ^this pl&e 
i friendless stranger: he felt ohiy a ge¬ 
nerous ^soiTO^. for his murdered kinsman ; 
be balanced not the difficulties with the 
justicd of his purpi^e. And, truly, his pe¬ 
ril arose not from, any indiflerence of the 
King to do what was right, ?fbut from the 
want of st^fadiness in his mind, and from 

that mis-dirSctcd kindness of heart, which 

. . 

made even a* suspicion of guilt in one he 
had estcsiraed and, tmstediso painful, that 
a conviction of it seemed not to be cn- 
dured. It is well-known, that a weak 

t • • 

mind, rather than Ifeve such a suffering, 
will turn aside, and take shelter in willing 
credulity to its first opinion ; a strong one, 
meeting the worst at once, will proceed 
straight foru'^ard, and,^ freeing itself froni 
an uncertainty, will do both that, which 



GASTON DE BLONDEyiLLK. 


156 

is just towards others, and, in the end, 
best for its own ease. Which of these 
ways KiAg Henry took will be more fully 
stit forth hereafter. 

I ( 

Suclv thoughts as these had not occuv- 
red to the poor merchant, when inost he 
needed them; but now, in the stillness of 
his prison, he considered of many ihings. 
which, amidst tJie int^erests of busy life, 
he would have passed unheeded. And 
much and often he pondered on what he 
should say, on '-he morrow—the day, as 
ht‘ supposed, of his trial—endeavouring to 
prej)are himsel,f for the questions, that 
jnight be asked him. Importuned with 
such thoughts, he was resting on his pall(,‘t, 
a lamp burning above him; when, without 
any previous sound even of a step, he heard 
the kev turn in the door of his chamber, 
and witli such cautious gentleness, as if 
.^pmc |)erho^ tried by stealth to enter. He 

I 

lay still, listening to what iniglit follow ; 
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but the door opened not, there being a 
l)olt witiiin, that secured the prisoner from 
.nightly intrusion. Of this, the person 
without knew not; for the key was still 
nfoved in the lock; and this sh&^ed to 
the prisoner ^t was not the keeper, who 
sought to enter. With a dread of some 
nigh t’vil, Jic looked round, arid saw, 
through the grate o^>einng*on the passage, 
a light, that seemed to come from th« 

stair; and, while he watched, beliold a 

.0 

hand camt through the grate, and tried 
to reacli the *bolt, which held the door* 
within. ’ 


The poor mruehant shud(lt?red, wdii’ii 
he saw those bony fingers ^ytre^ched forth, 

* • A 

with no weak impulse, to force back the 
Ijolt; and he started, when there came 
a face beliind the grate, and he knew 


it to bo the Prior’s of Saint IMarv’s, liis 

■ 

hand could not [)ush back the*bolt; am? 
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and watchful, hje called to him by name, 
and desired him to unfasten the chamber. 
The prisoner demanded who came, at tha^ 
unseasonable hour, and what he wanted; 

» I 

on whfch the Prior told his name, alid 
that he came to confess him and, prepare 
him for his trial, on the morrow;. \Vhen 
the merchant observed, that the hour was 

i 

extraordinary for suchf a duty, he was an¬ 
swered, “it is never too late for a good 
workand was desired to open the door, 
without further'^speaking. 

, But the i^risoner, mislikin^ the visage of 
this Prior, whom he had noted, ‘on a for¬ 
mer occasion, and fearing some concealed 
mischief, still delayed to comply, saying, 
that for his trial h6‘ was as much pre- 

H 

pared, as an innocent conscience could pre¬ 
pare him. On this, the Prior was angry, 
and said he came by the King’s order, 
»;vhose chamber he, had just' left, and, in 
his name, demanded entrance. 
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“ If SO,” answered the prisoner, I mar¬ 
vel the keeper is not with you. Why 
(;oine you alone, and at this deacf hour? 

•I beseech you let me go on with iny night’s 
sle®p, which will best prepare*me •Ibr the 
morrow’s^lrial.” 

“ The King’s order is sufficient for my 
appearahce done,” said the Prior, ‘‘I 
require not the keeper’s attendance at a 
confession; and, for his key, it is already, 
in my hand; therefore, delay no longer, 
but draw that unlawful boft,” The mer¬ 
chant said again he had no confession to , 
make, and that, ev^n if he*had ought to 
tell, 4ie could tell it through the grate, and 
there only would he answer, this^ night. 

‘‘ You know not,” said the Prior, “ the 

• 

good you are reftising; let me in, and 
you may hear that you expect not. Why 
should you suppose I come to you as an 
enemy ? ^ • 

“ Father,” said the prisoner, “ I have 
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^ 1 

desired n'st; and, iu ‘^ sayiiig, why^shoidd 
you suspect I take you for an enefny. I 



stranger to you f if, therefore, I ought to 
fear iidrnitJng'» you to this chamber, you 
best can tell why. But I crave yesi; this 
is the reason for it, and well may I marvel 
you have chosen suph a time whei’cin to 
visit me; and^ yet ipore, why you come 
alone, without witness.” 

“ Come nearer to the grate,” said the 
Prior, “ and I will tell you.” The prisoner 
raised liimself from his pallet and ad¬ 
vanced. Come nearer,” said the Prior ; 
to which the poor man, astonished iij this 
eagerness, replied, that, where he stood, h(? 
could well hc'ai’ evoii the lowest sj)eeeh. 

“ Others, too, may hear. Wliat I would, 
say, is to yourself alone.” 

And what inducement can you have 
to confide any thing to me—a prisoner, 
without helj>, without council, without 
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comfort, other that of a good con- 
scienoe Since, then, I cannot administer 


to myself,"^ i^hat ran I administer* to yon, 
, that yon should seek myncogfidence ?” • 

»‘ You *inay find, jfer)iapsi,” s^jd the 
Prior, “ tliat you are neither without coun- 
cil nor help, if you will listen to meand 
again he* bade the merchant draw nearer; 
on whose d?)ing so, ho» asked him, if he 
wished for lil)erty? On this the prisoner 
smiled contemi)luously. 


“ 1 hear the first niatin-iell,” said he; 
‘‘ it calls you—you had done better to be 
in your p[ace than to have come nither at 
such an hour, to tempt me by such a ques- 


tion.” 


“ I begin to thinly so tdo,”* answered 
the Prior since* you are so obstinately 
l)ent against yourself; but open •the door, 
and I will coimnce you I am your friend.” 

“You inust•convince me of that, before 

• • 

I unfasten this door ” 
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What Other arguments the Prior jnight 
use are unknown, but they answ6|ed his 
purpose "^0 far, that the poor prisoner, at 
I4st, gave up Ks j^ars, and admitted him 
to the-chambetfv ''' Having thus entered, 
the Prior fastened the door again, and, 
holding up the lamp to e^tamine f||iether 
any one was cihncealed in the room, ‘the full 
light fell upon hi^’ forehead, and showed 
a deep scar, that seemed to remain from 
a sword wound. 

While the merchant stood observing his 
face, under this peculiar light, tlie scar 
suddebly engfhssed his attention!; and he 
thought he had seen the same countenance, 
at some former period of his life. He 
had little time for * recollection; but be 
thought^ this was at an Inn, between Tam- 
worth and the Chase, as be was travel- 

A * 

ling with his kinsman from Worcester; 
the latte’’ having landed at Milford, on 
his return from beyond the sea: but the 
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recollection was indistinct; and he checked 
the fe£#, which was beginning to return 
upon him. 

p The Prior, after hi|, jmrvey of the 
chamber, met one glanc^ol thfe scwtiniz- 
iiig eyes,^lhat were directed upon him, and 
he immediately ^withdrew his own; and, 
sitting down on the, low pallet, he thus 
addressed his prisonerNow shall you 
know me for your friend; for, here I tell, 
you, that, if you wish to escape this night 
from the trial that threatefts you, I have 
in my poWer tlie means of assisting you; 
and am ready to use them,, on one * con¬ 
dition !” 

* 

Tlie prisoner, surprised and distrusting 
the motive of {his offer, answered, “ You 
said but now, thaf you came hitfier by 
the King’s order! Is it also by his order, 
that you bring me this offer of escape ? 
He has only tb will my freedom! and I 
shall go forth from these walls without 
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any contrivance, or secret methods of my 
own.” 

“ Yes: and then you may, without fur¬ 
ther let, or hindrance, again sound forth 
your accusations against an innocent ratfn ! 
It is on one condition only, that*his High¬ 
ness consents to your escape. As to your 
going openly forth, with his knoivn con¬ 
sent, free of punishment for your accusa¬ 
tion against the Baron dc Biondeville, that 
cannot he, and he ^ preserve his honour: 


liberty, granted to you on such terms, 

would I)e the Baron’s conditonation. This 

you must acknowledge. There -is but one 

way, that can secure both his honour and 

your safety—only one !'* 

“ Name it!” said" the merchant. 

“ It is, that you set your name to this 
•• 

pai)er, containing a recantation of all, of 
which you have accused the Baron Ikj- 
fore the King; and that you leave it 
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l)ehiiid you ere you take your secret 
flight, in sure testimony of his innocence.” 
The prisoner, rising up with indigna- 

• tion, exclaimed, “ Never! i was witness 

• • 

to •the crime, of which I haVe ddcused 
him, and Jiever will I cease to demand jus¬ 
tice for it! Nov will I l)elieve King Hen- 
ry would, in this way, shelter a* man, 
whose honour he w^uld fear to bring to 
trial!” 

WTiile he said this, the countenance 
of the Prior darkened ; an3, after a short 
silence, h*e replied slowly: “ I cannot 
doubt yoiw knowledge of the crime; but 
I as little doubt the innocence of him you 
have accused. You err not as tojthe deed, 

but as to the criminSl; and your crime 

• 

lies in this, that you liave rashly, and 
with unmeet confidence, charggd a man 
with a dreadful offence, whom, even if 
he were guilty, you cjould hare small 
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means of knowing to be so. Your ob¬ 
stinacy, too, in persisting in this charge, 

r 

when you have found who the accused is?, 
takes away from you all claim to mercy ; 
and, tftiderstand from me, that, on ydur 
trial to-morrow, you are not lik^y to find 
any. At this hour, to-morrow night, if 
you shall be then stiU amongst the living, 
you will remember, in despair, the oppor¬ 
tunity, now offered you and now passing 
away. > ^ 

Scarcely had the Prior ended, when the 
bell of Sa^it Mary's sounded, and his 
visage altered, while he faintly uttered 
the latter words." He was mute awhile, 
and then he said, If you have resolved 
to proceed with this denunciation, I must 
leave you: if you doubt, mercy is still 
open to you; but no time is to be lost—I 
must be gone!” 

“ Could I doubt, for an instant, as to the 
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person of the murderer,’^ said the ablated 
prisoner, " I sliould, indeed, be infamous, 
in accusing the Baron de Blondeville, an^ 
equally foolish in hesitating \o accept your 
oflbr; Imt my memory is faithful; fnever 
can forgcl the countenance of him, who 
murdered my kinsman, in my sight.” 

“ It *is extraordinary your m*emory 
should have received so fdlse an impres¬ 
sion, if, indeed, you speak according to* 
your conviction; it is extraordinary, that, 
considering* the short opportunity you had 
of observing the roblier s face^r; you should 
be so coiffiident in -that knflression; you 
saw him only for a moifient, and then by 
a torch lying on tlie ground. • A jght, so 
placed, might give^ a IfaTse appeai'ance to 
any countenance.” He ceased, iund the 
merchant remained thoughtful and silent. 

“ It is extraordinary, too,” said the 
Prior, “ that, recollecting so clearly, the 
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^countenance of one of the robbers, you 
should have no remembrance of the 

“ I »it t^ie faces of the .others. 

t' f . ' * * 

'S ou were present, when I related tnis 
matter to the King; can you have for- 

t 

gotten, that I said tfie other robbers were 
masked during the whole outrage ?” 

“ I recollect you said so. And vou sav 
so now again ? You are sure they were 
masked?” said the Poor. 

Yes, 1 am sure,” replied the ;^ierchant. 

4 * * ' 

“ Yet is it strange, that th^o^an, who 

< 

committed the murder, should be the only 
man of the four, who exposed his face.” 

«T1^ c-four! I saw but thi-ee,” said 
Woodreeve, eag^’ly. .He looked at the 

Prior, who was, for a moment, silent. 

» 

“ You must remember, I told the King, 
the assassin’s visor fell off in the struggle 
with my brave kinsman.” 

At this close recollection of the very 
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manner of the deed, the prisoner was much 

« ' 

moved; he groaned heavily, and threw 
himself again on the pallet, saying, “ Talk 

giio more of this cruel transaction, I l)eseech 

\ 

you; it "goes to my heart/** His visitor 
m'ade no* anWer, and the merchant remain- 
cd, for a-short time, with his.face hid in his 
hands, as if in an ecstasy of grief. When 
he raised hipiself and turned, he found the 
Prior standing close beside him, with an 
expression, which he did not, at the moa 
ment, understand."" . 

I must begone,** said the intruder; 
“ you will jfepent that you have neglect¬ 
ed the opportunity; another ^ill certainly 
not occur; and.you deserve^;not that it 

* K 

should, since you can pei*S9t> - on such 

f. 

slight grounds, in accusing si stranger of 
what would affect his life, d know the 
Baron de Blondeville to be innocent.” 

Woodreeve was struck both with the 
emphasis and with the .Jtone, in \^hich tiiis^ 

I 


VOL, II. 
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was uttered; it was not tiie usual voice 
of the prior; yet did it seem the natu¬ 
ral one, and not wholly ui^known to him. 
Looking earnestly upon him, he said,* 
“ Who is with me J’* 

His * visitor, turning quickly ^ at tfie 
question, answered not the scrKtiny of 
the merchant’s eye, but scornfully asked, 
“ Know you not the Prior of Saint IVfary’s?” 

“ I did know a'Prior of St. Mary’s; ” 
said the other sadly, “ you are not he. 
Moreover, your speecli was but now 
changed, I knew it not for youi^ ; not for 
•the same I had heard a few minutes be¬ 
fore, though ft seemed not unknown to 
me.’ 

“ That is strange; but your observance 
of rny voice, seems (o be about as certain 
as your njcollection of the Baron de Blon- 
deville’s features; and I should not much 
marvel, if you were to denounce it as a 
'party in the same adventure. But l.must 
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leave, you, and shall add nothing more, 

since you had rather remain* a prisoner, 

with death bcfpre your eyes, than doubt 

Ihe correctness of your rneijiory, or recarrt 

fr^m an ftrror, when *in so • doing, you 

might sa\’e the life of yourself, perhaps, 

• * 
of an innocent man. Call not that a love 

of justice, which is blind vengeance in its 

blackest shaf>e.” j ^ 

There was something in these latter 

• 

words, that now struck the harassed mind 
of the pi'ijoner, \vith a force, which liad 
not accompanied any similar exhortation 
from hisv adviser: a dreajJM possibility 
was once more jdaced before him, and the 
moment was passing, in which by acknow¬ 
ledging that f)ossibility, he knight put an 
end to tlie fearfill altcraative, in which 
he stood, of losing his own Hfe, or taking 
that of another. i 

“ Wh^t if* there be one possibility,”* 
said he to himself, “ out of thousands, that 
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I have accused an innocent person!” and 
he shuddered with horror. 

r. 

The P?rior instantly perceived the hesi¬ 
tation of his mind, and he waited awhile, 
that it (Uiight end iU further douLts, which 
he knew would be stronger, if his ndw 
readier listener should forget tliem to 
have proceeded from his promptings, and 
should mistake them for his oWn. \^Tien 

If* * 

he thought they had taken some hold, he 
threw out hints and argument to confirm 
his apprehensions ; and this with so much 

..v • 

success, that the merchant was no longer 
sufficiently co^dent in his own recol¬ 
lection, to adhere to a purpose so sur¬ 
rounded with danger, either to his life, or, 
what was trul5^ more important, and what 
he always held to be more importaift—to 
his conscience. But, dlthough this shade 
of distrust might influence him, to desist 
from a further prpsecution of the Baron de 
Blondeville, he was not persuaded to sign 
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the recantation propq^ to him, nor any 

iSecantation whatsoever. On tliis pohit, 

# ' 

• every suggestioi| made to him, touching 
his own siecurity, or aijvantagg, was vain ; 
at this moment, he held it just possible the 
Baron knight be innocent, and, therefore, 
Avas hCi willing to desist from his accusa¬ 
tion ; but be also thought it far more pro¬ 
bable, that he waS g-uilt}", and, therefore, 
would he not afBnri that he was innocent. 

The Prior, feigning more satisfaction 
than hp* felt, as *to the progress of his 
suggestions, said, “ You,think the Barow 
guiltless; your ii'cantatidh must therefore 
follow, when you have’ had a few minutes 
further consideration. where would 

be the love of justice, of which you have 
said so much ?** * 

“ I only doubt of his ^ilt,” said the 
respondent jn this, dispute, and that car¬ 
ries me no farther than a relinquishmdlit 
of the prosecution.” 
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" But you certainly do not doubt, that 
this must be insufficient to satisfy his ho¬ 
nour. tic has been publicly accused, and. 
it*is necessary, ‘that he should be as pub- 
lickly cleared. It is also necessary”—here 
the speaker delivered himself witlWgi’oater 
emphasis—“ it is also necessary, that his 

4 

accuser,* if he be obstinate, slnp^ild be pu¬ 
nished lor his alterlipt# Think you that 
ppnishment is likely to be slight ? If you 
remain here, certain destruction awaits 

Vi 

you; if you go away, and leave behind 
this recantation of your error, you will 
save your own life, and testify s6 far to 
the Baron’s innocence, as to render a pur¬ 
suit of you i^nnecessary to his reinitation. 

I knew not,” said Woodreeve, “ that 
you were so warmly my friend, as you 
profess yourself to be; you seem as anxi¬ 
ous for my welfare, after I may leave this 
place, as for* the Bargn’s reputation.’’ 

The Prior liked not this remark. I 
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know not/’ said he, “ why I should be 
thus anxious, since you are so distrustful 
.of my good-will, although there %e mixed 
with my wisli to save your life, a desirtt, 
that you shoidd restore the reputation of 
an innoicfcnt man. I marvel you should 
hesitate to accept my kindness.” 

The merchant still refused to« sign a 
recantation, whicli, went ^so much beyond 
his own conviction. “ My flight, without 
this,” said he, “■ would afford sufficient 
presumption of my doubf, and even that 
is rather a j»tronger word than ought to 
be ajiplfed to my inerc admission of a pos¬ 
sibility.” 

The parties remained for a while in 

• • • 

silence, one considering whether he should 
waive the recantation he had so strongly 
insisted upon, the other, w hether he should 
trust himself with such a companion, even 
if he no longer reejhired it. • He fear<id 
some treachery in the proposal; the offer 
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of an escape might be made, only with a 
design to draw him into a virtual acknow¬ 
ledgment of guilty motives for his charge, 
the more certainljr to accomplish his de- 
structiuth * Suppose I were on the oiit- 
side of the castle walls,” said ho, “how 
may I proceed, when beyond them, since 
I have neither horse, nor friend, to expe¬ 
dite me?” 


“ You con^nt, then, to sign this ?” 

“ No,” replied the merchant, lifting up 
his head, with a resolute and' indignant 
^countenance. “ If you insist on such a 
condition, herei, I entreat you, conclude 
your visit, and leave me to my rest.” 


The Prior now yielded. “ There is a 
place, without the to^Vn,” said he, “ where 


you may lie ludden, till the dawn, or, if 
you fear not to traverse the woods by 


night, a horse and guide are in readiness 
for you. I ,am sufljciently your friend to 
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help you, without insisting on further 
conditions.” 

Still, the prisoner hesitated. ^ He knew 
of no previous good-will of his adviser j;o- 

Wards him, that could«account for so much 

* • •• 

preparation for his safety ; he liked not to 
trust Rim, with such an opportunity to 
ruin hhn. But, while he thus feared trea- 
chery, on *000 hand, he saw destruction 
threatening him, on the other; if he trust- 

I • 

ed to the present offer, he might perish; 
if he awaited a doubtful .contest with ene- 
mies so powerful, and so greatly inflamed 


by revenge, he felt little hope for his liftf. 

^ * • • 

•To declare in court, his mere admission, 

that the Baron might *be innocent, would 

not be sufficient for his o^ioi ^’elease ; fur- 

• 

ther his conscience would hot let him go, 
and yet it was apparent, that he should be 
pressed to go fiirther, £ud should he treat¬ 
ed as a criminal, if he refused; nothing 

V . •’ • 

would be sufficient*to hi? own safety, 

l 5 
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which was not so to the Baron s views; 
his admission would be attributed only to 
fear, and ^it was not fear in him, which 
his adversaries wished to prove. After he 
had weighed these thou^ts in his mind, 
he told the Prior he was ready to depart. 

While he yet spoke, he heard the bell 


of Saint Mary’s strike, for the third time; 
« 

the Prior heard it too ; and he- stood still 


and thoughtful. Then, starting from his 
mood„ he said, Your -determination is, 


perhaps, too late: 1^ us begone.” 

On being asked why he feared this, he 

■* 

answered, “ That beU was to serve as the 
third signal.” On being*' asked for what 
purpose it was to serve as a signal, he re¬ 
plied, without explaining, that it concern- 
ed the escape, adding, “ Not a moment 
to be lost; while We are talking, your op¬ 
portunity is fleeing;” and he arose and 
unlocked the chamber-door. < ' 

*** Are you sure of the keeper ? ” Said 
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Woodreeve, and how are we to pass the 
c^tle gates ?” « 

“ There is no time for answers; fol- 
• low in silence.” They left the chamber; a 
light wastbuniing on the head of the stair, 
which the Prior, as he descended, took up 
in his hand. The merchant perceived no 
one on the stair, save his conductor; but 
he looked fearfully at every door-way lie 
passed, expecting *each hioment, to see 
some one op the watch, ready to start out 
upon him. 

Havipg descended two flights only, the 
Prior turned into a chamber on the left,* 
making sign for (he merchant to follow; 
who, fearing he was ndl leading him forth 
of the towci^ stood still on^the stair, and 
])qinted downiwa\;d, as though he ^vonld go 
that way only. But, the Prio^; still beck¬ 
oning, and retiring with the light, he 
could not bujt follow ipfo what appeared to 
be a state-room of this tower,* and which 
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did in truth belong to the constable of 
the castte, though not then used by him. 
Woodree\e marvelled, wherefore he* was 
to this chamber, which, for height and' 
greatness, n^rly equalled any ut Kenil¬ 
worth, and which, though scant of furni¬ 
ture, was yet hung with ancient arras, 
that fell from under the high windows 

I 

down to the very floor. • 

The Prior again beckoning him, he 

passed on, without inquiring,..fearing lest 

the sound of hjs voice pight call forth 

some one, who should have been on watch. 

•This chamber led into another, separated, 

* 

as was a third, by a wall, which, though 
lofty, did not reach the roof, except by a 
row of round prches, that appeared above 
the arras, and rose ..to- a vast height, 
making the whole extent pf these three 
large chambers vijiible on ^Ifiigh, like unto 
th4* aisle-roof of a churclv * though the 
partition ^ails conceal^ it b^ow. 
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On th^ top of these walls, stood niany 

r W*rt j 

figures of amour, beneath the archies and 
piles of arms, which none cottfd reach, 
*save those acquainted with^the secret ways 
qf the chambers. These shapes qpjhibited 
every device of harness known—of plain 
steel, oi brass, or coat of mail; with 
helms ^fid visors of divers sorts; some to 

lie flat beft)re the face, leaving only an 

• • 

opening for the eyes above; others hiding 
the eyes, yet allowing sight and the pas*- 
sage of breath through the iron bars of 
the projecting visor, and some with beater 
down, as if there were a visage behind too* 
ghastly to be exposed. These were the 
state rooms of the great tower, or keep 
of Caesar; but althyi^h a^ii^ed as the 
habitation of the Constable, they were 
never used by him, except in tiftie of siege, 
they were so icbld and comfortless. Hung 

they were wWi like arras from the line 

• • 

of the windows and lurches, down to the 
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floor, but they showed little sign of the 
living beside. 

The iperchant, (:oming to the third 

ebainber and seeing no sign of an outlet' 

beyond, liked it ih^t; and, halting at the 

door, made signal for the Prior to return ; 

but he, waving the lamp over liis head, 

noticed this only by a gesture to come 

on. As he did so, his conijwnion could 

almost have believed some, evil sprite was 

before him, so dark and strange he looked 

under that gloogiy light. When the Prior 

« 

had reached the end of this chcqnber, he 

4 

'stood still, till AVoodreeve came up; and 
then, checking all further question, he put 
the lamp into his hand, and, lifting up 
the arras, Mijfestened a doo^ behind it; 
beyond which appeared an arch made in 
the solid wall, of twelve or fourteen feet 
thickness. 

Several steps led up to a stone landingN 

w * 

place and to a loop beyond; where, in 
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time of siege, \wo archers could stand, 

K »• ’ 

and shoot forth their arrows, unseen of 
the enemy without. And thejje were 
idany of the like in these chambers; bu^ 
thg arras hid them from«thosc,^w'ho^ might 
be guests. ^ 

Wobdreeve, marvelling why the Prior 

had led him thither, looked forward into the 

» 

depth of this*arch ; and there saw, by the 

• • 

dim light, a figure stand : wliich, for aught 
tliat then appeared, might be a mere bow- * 
man, ready to shoot; till the,Prior, snatch- 
ing the lamp from the merchant, who had 
no power either to resist, or to flee, held 
it forward at arm’s length, and it gleamed 
upon the armour of one,* who seemed ap¬ 
pointed like a Jiiiight. ^ • 

Instantly, the lamp shook in the hand 
of the Prior, and Woodreeve w'ondered 
not less to see his visage change to deadly 
pale, than at tlie shape before him, till lis 
harness of a knight tjeeifted to remind him 
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of his dead kinsman. The Prior, recoveiv 
ing from his ecstasy, said, “ ’tts but the 
armour of the Lord Coustable, which used 
stand in this recess; ’tis strange I should 
have,forgotten this; come on", you hqve 
nothing to fear!” 

But the merchant thought not so; and 
liked not being"^ brought hither,* whence, 
as it seemed, they could g(? no further; 
but in this he was mistaken. A key 
having beep applied by his conductor to 
a door in tho. side of the arch-way, it 

' I 

opened upon a passage, made in Jthe thick¬ 
ness of the wall, which led to many secret 
places of this tower, and elsewhere, un¬ 
known to few, save the Lord Constable and 
the warddujK’ how the Prior came to be 
acquainted with it, may* appear hereafter. 

The wind, that poured through this 
door, had extinguished the lamp, had tiot 
Woodr^ve let fall the arras; and, when 

I 

he found himselT inclos^ in this arch, 
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lie lamented his attempt; and still more 
when he saw the Prior standing darkly, at 
the foot of a narrow staircase, looking up 
it, and beq^oning him ^o come on. His 
failed him, and he-dernandecl whi¬ 
ther he*was to be le(|, saying he would 

go no farther, till he should receive an 
* _ 

answer to tl^t question. The Priof spoke 
in a low voice, as if* he feal’ed to be heard, 
a precaution, which seemed to be unne> 
cessary here, and said, ‘‘ Within the thick- 
ness of tlfese walls^ there are galleries, 
which lead to'many points; you will pre¬ 
sently fihd yourself at thfe foot of the 
tower.” • 

“ How can that be,” said his companion, 
“ when the stairs do not Ascend, but 
rise ?” ; ^ ' 

“ Come on, ^d jrou shall see; but first 
Jet me secure Jhis door.” The Prior stepped 
back; and, as he locked it, hung the key* 
to his girdle. As he flung back his weeds 



186 


GASTON 0£ BLpNDEVmLE. 


to do this, Woodreeve thought he saw the 
glitter of steel within. Other keys might 
hang tiiere; but he almost thought lie 
saw a poinara, and he doubted wliether 
it were safer to attem[>t going back to Iiis 
prison, or to proceed, without betraying 
his suspicions. His conductor left him 
little time to meditate; for, .taking again 
the lamp, he went up the stair, bidding 
,him tread lightly, and si)eak not. 

It was a short flight of steps, ending in 

a naiTow passage, where once and again 

a loop supplied the plape of window^s. 

Now, there were within these wmUs of the 

grand story, galleries, that ran round the 

chambers, below the windows, which were 

made for seci’et corhmunicatioii to distant 

% 

s 

parts of the castle; and, for jneaps of se¬ 
curity and escape, in times of siege ; some 
led up to the battlements; others down to 
the donjon and to. subterraneous avenues; 
but whither these tvent finally there w'ere 
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few^ that could tell. The Prior was ac¬ 
quainted with them all, and, when the 
King’s court was not at Kenilworth, he 
• could, had ho been rebglliously inclined, 
surprized the ten Jcnights* wtfo*kept 

I 

garrison here, and have delivered the cas¬ 
tle unto ap enemy. But his treachery took 
not so wide a^compass. * 

Woodreeve followed through this gal¬ 
lery, in watchful silence, and, at the end 
of it, saw the Prior make halt, where the 
wall fell iiilo a recess, as if a tuiTct were 
at that corner of this tower. On coming 
up, he pefeeived in 4,he flooi*a large open¬ 
ing, or well, such as is found in the strong 
holds of many castles, and is uj^*d, when 
great balls of solid^stone or b^stas, cata- 
pultas, aqd other engines of war are to be 

s' 

drawn up, for defence, during the siege. 

The Prior bent over it with the lamp, 
eyeing the depth; and,, while Woodreeve 
did the same, he saw, far down within, a 
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]^h of Ught, which showed hiin a high 

and narrow arch at the bottom* A stron* 

% 

ger flash made him look up to the 
his conductor held, supposing it might 
have come from that f but his eyes seUiea 
not on the lamp, but on the loOks of the 
Prior, which were fixed in dark watch- 
fulness; and again the countenance struck 
him as having beerf seen by him, under 
other circumstances than any, which had 
lately occurred at Kenilworth. 

He stepped hastily back from the open¬ 
ing ; his conductor stepped back also; and 
he heard, af the same moment, a voice 
say, " Waidour,‘mind the hour!” 

The merchant’s heart sunk at the sound, 
which seemed to him the same he had 
heard, this ipght 1)eibre, in his prison, and 
he looked again at the Prior; but hia 

lips were motionless; and, when he had 

% «■ 

made a sigh for silence, and had beckoned 
the merchant forward, he turned quickly 
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this angle of tlie tower into a gallery like 
thk they had left. It ended in another 
turrets but here appeared a narrow stair, 
Iciading, on one hand, up to the battlement,^ 
and, on the* other, descending; it was so 

. ■'i' . * * * 

narrow as to admit only one in front, and 

so steeply* winding, that he, who followed, 

could hardly keep in view him, who went 

% 

before. * 

It ended in a small chamber, where the 
Prior again made a stand, and, giving the * 
lamp to his companion, he the bolts 
of a strong ohken door, so thickly barred 
and studded with iron, that the weight 
of it could hardly have been'moved by the 
Prior alone. Here the 'spirits of Wood- 
reeve revived; for, this se^t5d by its 

strength to be a door of outer defence, and 

1 

he willingly assisted to force dt back. His 
disappointment was great, when he per¬ 
ceived, that opened only on a straight 
and steep flight of steps/ Again, he ques- 



190 


GASTON D» BLONDEVILLE. 


tioned his conductor, who, once more, 
bade him he patient. The steps led to 
anothci; door, which opened to a covered 
gallery, or passage, judged hy the mer- 
chant to pass under the castic-foss, apd, 
when they came to a third strong door, 
and ascended a short flight of^steps, he 
doubted not the Prior was leading him 
forth of a salley-port, beyoiid*^the ditch. 

At the top of these st(‘i}s, a fourth dooi* 
‘ aj)peared; this was so stoutly fastened with 
bolts and barj>, that together^ tluy could 
scarce undo them. And sordv was IVood- 
reeve daunted, when, instead of ^finding it 

opening to lii)erly and fresl) air, he saw 

» 

beyond it only a narrow and dismal cham¬ 
ber, more ^like to^ a prison than even 
that he had left. His ^oud remonstrances 
alarmed‘ the Prior, who again besought 
him, as he wished for freedom, to be cir¬ 
cumspect and silent. • 

^ 1 

We have passed,” said he, “ along the 
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castle wall, through that covered gallery, 
which leads from the Constable s chambers 
to the gate of entrance into the ba^-court, 
ai/d may be within hearing of ^the wardours.. 
‘Four knights below keej^ castle gug^d, to 
night, within the great portal, the King 
lieing hei*, at Kenilworth. You have, 
perchance,' already betrayed yourself^ but 
wait here, wifile 1 go on and examine, 
vvhtJtlier the way be {*1('ar; if you hear me 
s]>eaking loud, n lire into the cover(?d pas¬ 
sage, and bar the iron doorgi but b«.. not 
* . 1 '^ . 

hcarii the whik \ if all b(? still, stay litre, 

iiU I return.” 

• , • 

Woodreevo eagtalv desired to follow, 
his heart misgiving liini of treachery, and 
because al^o, thjt he even shuddered at the 
thouglit of being left alone in ,this dreary 
place, with(‘»n a liglit; for the orfly lamp 
they carried the I^rior must take to light 
his own steps.' But his condu^or ob¬ 
jected, that, their way ndw lying near the 
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ground, it wad unsafe for tliem to go fur- 
ther together, till he should have made 
sure, that the wardours were aloof. To 


. ^ A 


,tbis the merchant remarked with some 

I 

surpij^e, that thi^ did not agpee with the' 
assurance he had given him, that he hacT 

t 

safe meariis of escape, for, it now appeared 
that, although their passage lay so near to 
where the wardours, or others watched, 

* t 

it seemed not that he had secured the 
good-will of any one to help them* A 
keen sarcast:^ smile was on the counte- 
nance of the Prior, whirli, certain, the 
poor merchant did not read aright. 


“ If you have deceived me already, how 
can I resolve to proceed further with you ? 
you saidf you had prepared a horse and 
guide, without the walls.” 


Hush, “ said the Prior, “ you are de¬ 
livering us both to destruction; speak not; 
be confident and patientc; you will ^e^n 
have reasoh to find that your distrust has 
been folly. I will return immediately, un- 
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loss I am seen. If you hear my voice, re- 
mcmjber the retreat, that remains for you, 
«md that you secure the door withcpt 
noise; I shall find ineans^of extricating you 
;iS''thcr Way. You know'you *arc* not to 
expect ineHo call to' you; it will be suffi¬ 
cient if you hear me speaking loudly.” 


Having said this, he laid his fin^r on 
his lips, and then, shading tlie lamp by his 
garment, left the chamber by a narrow. 
j)ass^ge, and was speedily out of sight. 
Woodreevc^ g^wed by the darkness of this 
lone spot, tried,' notwithstanding the injunc¬ 
tion he had received, to follbw his steps; 
but no sound of them could he hear; a 
little ray from the lamp alone gwing him 
a faint glimpse throu|h that passage into 
a lofty chamber, where he just discovered 

the light vanishing through distant door- 

. 1 ' . ^ 

way, with the PriDr^'s shadow beside it. 
And here Woodreeve • made fialt, lest 
he should not be able, in this darkness, to 
VOL. IT. K 
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find his way back to the, covered passage, 
should the signal for retreat be sounded, 
and lest* his following steps should be heard 
0 ^ the Prior, Wh^ his-self moved so stilly, 
as thbfagh •he had meant to observe w4ic , 
ther he was followed, or not. '« 

The merchant listened attentively, but 
heard no sound: he watched a consider- 
able while on this spot, without perceiving 
any sign of the Prior’s retuni. His heart 
again failed him, and again he trusted, that 
he, who was guiltless of ^y* crime, and 
whom pity for a murderea kinsman had 
exposed to this danger, would liot be left 
to be destroyed* by any artifice of man. 
Still the prior did not return, nor was his 
voice heard in any flirectioii.^vNow, taking 
his way towards the door, through which 
be had seen him depart, he determined to 
know the worst, and either to make owe 

c 

def^erat^ effort tp escape, or re^gii huii< 
self into the hands of any guard he cou'» 
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^nd. The chamber was so spacious, that 
hardly could he find his way through' it, 
but that, as he advanced, he perceived a 
glimmering of light, Whidi led him fo 
very Soor, where his codducMr had 
disappeyed. Here he saw the rays shoot 
athwart another room, through the arch of 
an opposite door. Listening and hearing 
no sound, he advaiured cautiously, that he 
might observe, without entering that fur¬ 
ther chamber, what was passing within it. 

It was »large and lofty chamber, having 
no window, save one, but many loops in 
the wall*, which were dimly seen by the 
slanting light from a lamp near the high 
roof. On the opposite side, tvere large 
grooves and* pullit^j of Atraordinaiy 
strength, such as he had never seen before, 
and could not now comg^ehend the use 
of; but, in the presfeht temper of his mind, 
he readily assigned for them %orae ter-' 
rible purpose; in which conjecture he was 

K S 
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not mistaken. Near them were a row 
large iron spikes and many bars, that 

H *■ 

covered ttie to a great height; and 

he then understood^this to be the port-cullis 

' ^ , 

room. But^ what surprized him was,^i, 
see light springing up through the floor, 
at regular distances, by small apertures; 
for, hd knew , not that there were used the 
machicollations,‘-for pouring down melted 
Jead and hof sand on the heads of enemies, 
w^ho might have forced the first gates, or 
even the port-cullis itself; and- that this 
glimmering came from the watch-lights 
of the guard in the portal beneath. Still, 
lie neither saw, nor heard, any living per¬ 
son in thisfchamber; till, venturing a little 
within the dboi*, be doserved, at the farther 
end, a toych, gleaming through a passage, 
and the Prior himself standing in the arch- 
way, between two men, who lay along on 
stone benches in the wall. 

He bent' over one for awhile, arid then 
over the other, as if communicating some- 
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thing to them; and Woodreeve, suspect¬ 
ing that he was betrayed to those, who 
would not scruple to dispatch Mm, stood 
rooted by. terror to the spot, and saw the 
•^^rior advance alone fowards the door, 
where l^p.watched. He was presently ob¬ 
served of him, and the looks of his con- 
ductor, on discovering him, seemed* to ex¬ 
press dismay; but .this sooh passed from 
them, and, ^ putting himself bpek, within 
the door, lie said, “ All is right; follow me 
through that passage; but step lightly and 
s|>eak not, for your life ” 

“ For •my life^” (jinswered the mercliant, 
imprudently, “ will 1 nctf follow you thi¬ 
ther, where two men are lyingjn wait; T 
have seen thefn.” 

Then you have seen the wardours of 
this cullis-chamber in,their niches, keeping 
guard; and good guard will they keep; 
they will not wake of^one wlfSle; their* 
fiquor has been such as I wished.” 

Tliis seemed so probable an explanation, 
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that Woodreeve received it for truth; ^et 
WAS Ire surprized, that so great pi^^para* 
tion fiad^been made for his escape, and 
he. asked how it were possible ^ be cer¬ 


tain this sle3p was not feigned^ and 
had prepared their drink. Prior 

answered, with sarcastic smile, Four 
knights do service in the portal below; 
there is one aihongHhein, who has spared 
not to 
meiTy.” 

He then checked further qu^^1|,^sajr- 

I 

ing, Come, let us pass; tune speeds; this 
moment we niay use, the ne 5 tt,\perhaps, 

j * ♦ 

we may not.” Without more words, the 


make" these inferiqj^’ Ardours 


merchant followed him through the port- 
cullis-chamb^^r, and, drawing nigh the 


place of guard, did, iri trowth, perceive 


the two wardours fast asleep in the niches, 


where they usually kept watch. But, 

* 

^ hardly had he entered the‘gate-way, when 

I'k 

one df them began to move himself on 
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the bench, and cried out, '^Down ^h 

fi 

the port-cullis, they are coming over the^ 
bridge;’* and, stretchings forth his^arm, 
lie had nigh knocked the lamp from the 
Pj!>ior\s hadd, and thc**me]rchantf ^as he 
passed, w^s touched. 

They stayed not to see whether he had 
waked Kims^f, but, turning into ^ little 


projection of the pasifege^'"went down a 
round stair. And now approached Jhe 

II 

greatest danger of discovery; for, this led 


down intc^ a room that opened under the 
great portal, where the wardours of that 


place usudUy sal. There were stone seats 
within the wall appointed for thein^ where 
they watched out the night in all seasons, 
save of the bleakest^ weathe^ of winter, 
and then they srft by fire in , the guard- 


chamber^ which was in the opposite tower 
opening under the gate-way. But those, 


who, this ni^t, kept ca^tle-gu^d under ^ 
the great portal,. beiia^ there on kifight’s 
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Sluice and unused, save for a certain 
season, to be from their beds, at this time, 

minded «i;iot to watch within the niches; 

< 

and, the draM'i-bridge l)eing securely up, 
they sat in ihat guard-room, t?i«re beguil¬ 
ing the time with dice, or they, contented 
themselves with now^ahd then a turn 
under^the great arch, to se^ that others 
did their duty] and then r6})osed them¬ 
selves. 

When the merchant saw whither that 
stair led, lie a^ked how they w^re to pass, 
unseen, through the portal, where the war- 
dours watched, and received for answer, they 
were not to go out to that portal, secured. 

I 

by gates, as well as by guards and by the 
raised drawdiridge, Jiut by na secret way 
in the tower-room belo'w. Now, hardly 
had the Piior spoken, when, on/doming 
near to the bottom stair, he checked his 
steps, and stood still and\;^atchful; for, 
he saw the door Of. that room standii^ 
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ajar, which he had reason to hope wfmld 
have been shut and even fastened at this 
hour; and, presently after, a wafdour was 
xseen passing there, by a light hanging in 
'^he ai’ch-why. 

Darkening his lamp with his garment^ 
he stood, fearing to venture forward, lest 
his steps* should discover him, ere h<i could 
get through *that room. Jle also feared, 
that the noise of raising the trap, by which 
he would depart, must be heard, even if 
be should, get safely throil}^ the room. 
Before the passing of many minutes, the 
Knight, ^yatchhig there, began to sing an 
old Norman song, the burden of which 
was taken up in chorus by his^ comrades 
dicing in the guard-rqpm beyqpd, making 
a kind of hoars6*music, which was soon 

a 

joined by the sound of a single clarion, re¬ 
peating a few notes in an under tone, both 
solemn and terrific to the ^poor mercliant, • 
who thought H was sont^ signal of aterni. 

s 6 
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But his conductor, who knew it to be 

I 

only a sign for changing the guard at 
some po»t without the gates, took courage 
at the noise, and, boldly stepping forward, 
shut the door that led to the portal, and 
drew the gate within. Yet, ere he could 
find the trap, the Knigtit, whb had heard 
a bolt drawn, was calling and then strik- 
ing heavily at the door. ‘ Finding no 
answer, he oi^dered a clarion to lie sound- 
ed in the portal for a call to the wardours, 
of the port-dUfUis chamber above, and to 
gather those below to inquire into this 
matter. 

I i * ' 

And now was Woodrgeve most fearfiil, 
lest those sleeping wardours^'^bove should 
by these Igud sounrlings hfi roused from 
their trance: and hardly could he hold 
the lafiip to the ground, while the Pnor 
searched for the trap, which lay hid in the 
comer; there, having found a grated open¬ 
ing on the floor, WooHreeve pointed that 
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out for the trap, little guessing he stood 
over the Castle dungeon, where condemn- 
ed criminals were kept, and whei^he might 
yet be laid. It was of gr^at depth, aod 
Vhat littl(> and gliramfering jight^/t ever 

had was received through this opening, 

• * 

by which also food was let down to^ the 
wretched prisoner. 

Undisma}^d by the noise without, now • 

* * 

that he had secured the door, the Prior 
continued to search coolly" for the trap, 
knowing, perchance, better •than his com- 
panion, that the wardours would not soon 
wake, and that amongst the knights below, 
was one, who was enough tlie friend of the 
Baron de Bldndeville and his cause to 
manage his unthinkiiig comrades, till they 
should be willing^to suppose t\)e alarm had 

A I 

proceeded from some mistaken cause. 
Had the merchant been also aware of this, 
he might have thought hkas^lf safe ; yet 
might he have erired,»when thus secure. 
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and have found that his worst enemjr 

■' I 

stood dose beside him. 

The Prior having, at length, found the 
trap, applied the key, and, with his com* 
panion’s aid, lifted.the door. Beneath, ap- 

« *• A • 

peared a steep and narrow ^tair, and now 

I 

again, when Woodreeve, after such long 
toil aM so many changes of anxiety, look- 
. ed down into this dark abyss, * his distrust 
of his companion returned with new force; 
he pointed to the fearful descent, and 
urged, that, eveuif it could lead them with- 

4 

out the walls, they must be unable to get 
over the foss, which w^as broad and full of 
deep uater. A thundering sound upon 
the portal door and a loud blast, of the 

I 

clarion silerlced this remonstrance, and pre- 
vented the Prior s reply, o He thought the v 
sleep of the wardours above must needs 
be the sleep of death, if it fled not at the 
noise: so thought some under the arch way« 
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aod they redoubled their blows and their 
hldlooings; but as yet td'no purpose. 

The Prior the while, having found it no 
\^ery difficult matter to thrust, as it were, 
hi;s harassed companion *down the opening, 
lowered and secured the trap and follow¬ 
ed down the steps. As Wbodreeve now 

* ^ 

stood with the lamp, at the bottom oCjthem, 
the light it cjist upward to^ the Prior gave 
a ghastly hue to his visage, which again 
brought back his former faint recollection 
of having seen him, at sonSfe* bther period, 
and under circumstances of danger. It 
was by such an upward, darting light, that 

he had seen the jnurderer of his kinsman, 

• ^ 

at the rabment when the visor fell off; and 
he now almost thought; he saw |jefore him 
that very murderer! 

The suspicion was far from being strong, 
but the mixed expression of terror and 
firmness, with which he fixed his*eyes up¬ 
on him, did not escape the Prior. With 
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less firmness than usual, he almost started 

^ -is 

and threw a keen and frowning glance 
upon hia companion. Dark and thronging 
thoughts cast their shadows upon his coun- 
tenanoe* Bu^ reCovei^ng, by degrees, his 
usual aspect, he stood awhile at the foojt of 

I 

the stair, listening for the sound above. 
I# had ceased, and all within and* without 
this gloomy vault, was still. * 

I 

He knew not, whether to understand, 


that the noise had brought down the war- 
dours from tlYf.il* sleep, and that the portal 
was opened, or that the Baron’s friend, 
who watched there with the r^t, had sue- 

V I 

ceeded in quieting their suspicions. The 
tliickness of the trap, and the depth of .the 
vault, in yhich he, stood, .would prevent 
him from hearing theii* footsteps, even if, 


they were trampling over his head;, but 


should this be so, and should thoi^e l^nghts, 
who were strangers to the* secret ways of 
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Ije trusted to the strength of its inward 
fastenings for a sufficient time of security. 
Woodreeve stood, the while,' ^fetit from 
terror and expecitation| aiifl hardly did ne 
know whether it were better for Rifti to be 
0 ertakeji* by those above, or to proceed 
with his murky conductor. “What, if he 
has brought me into the depth of this 
vault only to destroy me?” thought he. 
Then he considered, that hardly would 
any one, after the alarm which had been 
given abgve, hazard himself by so atro¬ 
cious a deed, and his spirits, in some 
deal, reUirhed. , . 

But he demanded agq-in, ai^ with more 
resolute tone, whither they \^ere going, 
and was answered, “•To a sally-port." 

But how are we to pass th^ ditch ? Is 
there a bpat then waiting for us ?” 

** Come dn,” answered the Prior, 
sharply. 

Woodreere followed, /without further 

^ * 1 . ‘ 
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question, yet misliked he the manner 
his conductor more IfiSn ever. Nor had 
he failed observe, that, unless at inter- 
vSls, when r^pi'oof was to be conveyed, or 
hope r&faed,*no eyes met his, so bent were 
those of the Prior towards the,ground. 
They passed on througli other vaults, and, 
whether it were the bad air there, or ap- 
prehension of what might follow, Wood- 
reeve felt himself so faint, that hardly 
could he drag his steps along. Soon they 
came to a round chamber, whose, roof, sup- 
ported by a central pillar, rose in vaultings, 
that terminated in corbeils of Hops’ heads, 
upon a comice of noble simplicity. The 
place deemed intended for a hall of some 
sort, but tlif merchant, whodoeked round 
it with surprise^ could perceive no win¬ 
dows ; there were two ,arched doors oppo¬ 
site to each other, and to one of these the 

* 

^ Prior led. ‘ Having gone up a few steps, 
he undrew the strong fastenings, and un- 
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dqsed it, Woodreeve h^tily,£bllowu)g him, 

• 

for he once more felt the Iresh air breathe 
upon his face. His conductor pressed for-, 
ward, but suddenly checked j^irasejf, and 
drew back ;• he had nearly fall^m into the 
foss\)eIow.. 

“ I have mistaken the way/’ said he, 
tliis is a* sally-port long disused, and the 
steps from it 3re removed.”^ 

He had in trowth mistaken this for a 
sally-port, that had led under the rampart, 
and the castle ditch; buTj* this entrance 
having been considered as an inlet dunger- 
ous ill times of siege, the steps had been 
taken down, and the door stron|[ly secured. 
For the hall, it had once been a p-incipal 
entrance to a tpwer oi\ the, walls, although 
it lay under a Ibfty flight rf covered 
steps, that led obliquely to a larger portal, 

r 

guarded , by strong doors, one of which was 
of iron. * , 

Woodreeve, breathing* awhile the fresh 
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from w^jj^ut^ ^fecovered strength and 
cl^Urag^e; he almost |)latned him^ forfaii^ . 
v/ant of ,p^itience,,^and for having failed to 


^Ugw,,-that^n escape from a castle, so spa- 
ddus of . Kenilworth, and so fiiljy 

occupied and as it now was, 

i •'S ij* 

could not be inade,^ except by many devi- 


op^ and tedious ways. But he did nOl> 
long enjoy this free air; the Prior sud- 
denly closed the door, made the bars fast, 

' . f 

and then, turning away, began to examine 


the wall, at ^i-llttle distance* wh tc he ap- 

IS X 

plied a key toia door, not seen till the 


lamp was held close to it; thence a steep 

i ^ 

stair descended, as if into another vault. 


They stepped upon it, and the Prior bade 
Woodrceve go first^ while Jie, locked the 
door; but here again disinist returned to 
the still baffled prisoner, for he perceived 
that this door was greatly different from 
that of tlie sally-port; so much so that 
he marvelled how one could be mis- 
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taken for the other ; andi* Ije atci|)ped, ftar- 
itil of what might follow. 

Yet had no apparent purpose" been an¬ 
swered if the error were wilful; and, ifr 
the Prior hffti an ill-meaitipg, so jbr^is to 
intend him, bodily in their lonely 

track, he seemed to hive missed an oppor¬ 
tunity fitted for his purjyose, since it \voiild 
have been easy* to push him^into the dark 
moat below. This thought encouraged 
him now to proceed; hut he would not 
have been soon consok'd,* Hfld he known 
as much as his conductfer knew. He 
asked, hoyever, whither this^ second flight 

would lead them, and was answered, “ Be- 

• * 

yond the walls, u here you shall soon find 
yourself at liberty ; if you like j|iot to pro¬ 
ceed, return and 'deliver yourself up to 
justice.” '' 

The merchant followed down a very 
long flight of keps, ending in ^ pass^, 
which he supposed lay* under the foss. 
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jpitefe the air w^as so changed by an pa- 
wholesome vapour, that it was painful to 
bi^athe<$t; and the lamp burned so dimly, 

r 

»at times, that he feared it would expire. 
ThcrPrioF ofteh stopped to nurse the 
flame, and once, as he lifted ^the lamp 
high, and it revived, his garment flew 
back, and Woodreeve now saw, beyond all 
]X)ssibility of doubt, a dagger at his girdle. 

His eyes were fixed upon it, till his 
conductor saw that he observed it; and 
then, laying'^iis hand upon the hilt, he 
said, “ In times like these, every one 
should be somewhat armed. ’ 

But now another object had seized the 
attention of the merchant, and he stood in 

I 

horror. In drawing forth 4he dagger, his 
companion had turned aside his vesture, 
and, behold! a chain of gold hung about 
his neck, which from its ponderous but 
highly wrought onmments, Woodreeve in- 
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staiprtly thought was the very chain wbm 
by his kinsman, at the time of his death, 
and he doubted not,, that in the Prior Im 
^ saw one of his assassins. | A lort of arnu-* 
let box was suspended to tlic chJIin, t}ftt of 
that he ha^Uno recollection. 

At this convi(‘tioi), he lost all presence 
of mind, so that he foresaw not how n1uch 
he might hasten his peril, and lessen his 
chance, if there were any, of finally avoid* 
ing it, in betraying his thoughts to the 
Prior, whos® revenge might be accomplish¬ 
ed in such a place, without danger, as it 
appeared, from any human means of dis¬ 
covery. 

lie seized the lamp, and, hcidlng it 
close to the chain, crM out, is the 

i 

same—there are the very links, that shape 
—the initials of his name.” 

• “ Of whose name?” said the Prior ea¬ 
gerly, and* as be spoke, Woodreeve recollect- 
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ed the voice of the very robber, to wljoin 
he had delivered up his own treasure. 
The Rior, still without having changed 
‘his voice, repeated the question. 

“^Of my unfortunate kinsman,” answer- 

t 

ed Woodrceve; I now know you.” 

Instantly, the discovered ruffian, with¬ 
out one word, drew the dagger from the 

I 

imperfect grasp, which Woodrceve had of 
it; and upraised his hand wdth a fierce 
and deadly intention, but the blow des¬ 
cended not r the })oignatd Ml from his 
hand, and his eyes seemed fixed upon 
some object .beyond. 

The poor merchant, who, for an instant, 
had beep motionless and confounded with 
terror, ser'ing this,^ gatheivd courage, and 

I 

turned to discover what held his enemy in 
this trance; but nothing could he per¬ 
ceive, save the dusky avenue. Then, los¬ 
ing not another moment, he fled, with the 
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lajnp, along that unknown way; but he 

t 

had ngglected to seize the dagger, which 
had fallen on the ground, and ini^ht easily 
have been made a weapon for himself. 

l[e followed the avenue, iVUt his* 5reath 
failed, asdfhe was compelled to stop; but, 
soon thinking he heard steps behind him, 
he again went on, and, flying for very life, 
hope and fear suj)plied him wdth strength. 
He had now gone a great length of way, 
witliout having discovered any thing like 
an outlet,•and he rested again for breath, 
and to revive his failif^g lamp. He listen¬ 
ed, and, <hough lie. heard no footsteps in 
pursuit, he reiru'ri die re/1 the soundless 
steps, with which his treacherous conduc¬ 
tor had, this •night, ^lassed altbng several 
chambers, and he was not convinced, that 
he w^as distant, though unheard. The in¬ 
tenseness, with which he listened for any 
remote, or lone sound, seemed to sharpen 
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iak sense of hearing, like as the seaman's 
sight discovers things so small and distant, 
as are uftseen of others. 

' Thus, now^'w^de Woodreeve listened, 

, I 

he thofighl? he heard—not footsteps,,but, 
a little strain of music so faint and fleet- 
ing it was more like the moonlight sha¬ 
dow of a fleecy cloud, that glides along the 
hills, and fades* ere yon can say it is, than 
any certain truth. It served, however, at 
first, to revive his hopes; he judged it 
came from without the castle walls; but 
then perhaps, from ilbldiers on their watch, 
and, if so, his deliveran^’c could nor[ be nigh. 
Still, as his only hope lay that w^ay, he 
hastened forward, and presently he again 
thought he#heard mtisic. Ife stopped and 

no longer doubted this; the sound was 
nearer, and he gradually distinguished a 
faint, solemn swell of voices and in 
ments. As he advanced, they sunk 
were lost awhile; and then a high and 
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long continued strain of many mi^pglftig 

voices was heard. Soon after, ilv sunk 

' ; 

away, at a distance, and he heaM dt no 

/ 

more. 


But no\V* he fancied steps ixcre' corning 
behind hijn, and, quickening his own, he 
came to a bend of the avenue, and espied 
a door, Ivhich Seemed to close its dreary 
length. l'hi?;e massive bars secured it, 
but there was also a lock. While ^e 
stood before it, and looked’ back on the 
long sloping avenue, alufb!;t as far as his 
lifted lamp could throw its blunted rays, 
he heard no sound of either.stcp, or breath, 
from within, or from without that door; 


nor saw the Prior advancing through that 
dim way behind him. 

The bolts gave Vay to Woodreeve s re¬ 
turned strength, and even the lock did 


not long resist. Already, he thought he 
felt the fresh dir from without the castle 


walls; but, opening the" door, he stepped 


VOL. 11. 


L 



^18 GASTOl? DE BLONDEVILLE. 

r 

not out upon a platform of grass, or under 
the boughs of the free forest; he stepped 

^ s. 

upon a fettle winding staii', that went up 

a* turret, as htf verily believed, of anotheV 
. < 

tower^ tsoiijrJ out^-post of jthe 'castle. At 
this, his heart sunk nigh to fainting ; for 

fi 

how should he escape detection from those, 
who guarded it, and whose voiced he now 
thought he hemd singing, ih dreary cho¬ 
rus, on their night-watch. 

Having considered, a moment, to little 
purpose, for ftc’had no choice Jbut to go 
on, he went up the stair, and came to ano¬ 
ther door. He listened for awhile, but all 

• i * 

within was still, and he undrew the bolt 
that held ^ it, and would have stepped for¬ 
ward, but was baffle;(l by w|;^at he thought 
a curtain, that hung hefic^e it. In this he 
deceived himself. It was the tapestry of 
a chamber. PercMving this, he stopped 
again, beforil he lifted it, to consider how 
best he might disclose himself, if any one 
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were within ; but, all being silent, he, ven¬ 
tured to lift the arras, and found him¬ 
self in a great arched chamber, s A lamp 
was burning near a reading*desk; but ns 
person appeared,and he looked •round, 
with* a mixture of terror and curiosity, 
still holding up the arras, with ohe hand, 
and with the other his lamp, to survey the 
limits of the r8om; and he^ still kept one 
foot on the threshold-step, as ready to re¬ 
treat, on the first alarm. 

At length, perceiving tTriat he was in¬ 
deed alone in this chamber, he let the 
hangings drop, and ventured forward, in 
search of an outlet, through which to es¬ 
cape ; but he saw none. * The walls were 
covered with Japestr]^ whicli ^concealed 
whatsoever doors ibight be within them, 
and presented in colours various good 
deeds. A large oriel-window of fretted 
stone-work rose in sharp arclies, closed^ 
with glass, stained in a mosaic of divers 

L 2 
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rich colours, like unto those in the greikt 
church of the city of Cologne in Germsiny. 
This wiiedow showed also the emblazoned 
arms of Geoffrey de Clinton, with many "'a 
golden‘ruh in scrowl-work and labels on 
the glass. 

All this Woodreeve espied, while, with 
his lamp in hand, he searched drouiid for 
some outlet, to.de])art by. ft seemeth pot 
expedient to set down here all the objects 
he saw in this chain tier; suffice it to say 
it >vas an oratory, and the histories on the 
tape^ry and all the garniture were such 

‘'i • 

as are meet for such a place. On a table 
lay diviers folios w^ell liossed with silver; 
among them was Matthew of Westminster 
and the Golden Legend. An aim-chair, 
with purple , cushions, ®^ood by the read¬ 
ing-desk, on which lay* open a copy of the 
venerable Bede, and a Missal beside it, 
freshly illuminated. ^ 

At^^^ he saw his mind misgave him. 
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thut this was some chamrtsi', not of the 
castite, but of the Priory; andj if so, whi- 
ther could he turn, to flee frofr^ destruc¬ 
tion. His eye again ^laucdng round tlie 
walls, he ohsc'rved a part of Ijic tapestry 
inclosed ji\ a kind of frame-w'ork, different 
from any other part of the arras; and, 
hoping there might be a door behind this, 
he was advancing towards it, When he 
heard a rustling sound in another part of 
the cliamb'jr; and,' turning, beheld the 
arras lifted, and the Priftr •himself stand- 
ing^in the. saijjie arch, through which he 

had entered. 

* « . • 

His countenance was livid and mali¬ 
cious, and he held in liis hand the dagger 
he had dropped in thg avcnu&. 

Hardly did Wood reeve c^ a Icjpk 
behind him; b1it, rushing towards that 
frame-work, he found it held a door, which 
opened upon* a vaulted passage of the^ 
Priory, ending in a cloister. As he fled, 
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he turned to lee whether his pursuer ad- 
vanced, and observed him standing at the 
great dopt of the chamber, making sign 
ftr his returnas if, after having let thSt 

j. ^ 

daggQ;r» anc} that •murderer’s look be seen, 
it were possible to lure him back again. 

It was Wdodrfeeve’s aim, should he be 
unable to get out of the monastery, to 

• A 

take refuge at the,altar; dnd, with this 
intent, he proceeded hastily along the 
cloister, which opened, as he expected, 
into the chapel; and thenc| he soon heard 
the sound of voices and instnuments; for 
the monks were now chanting the last 

'fr' ■•■lA 

matin, and he recollected the strain he 
had heard in tlie avenue. But, ere he 

I 

could reach sanctuary, th^ Prior’s steps 
VffiK heard, along' the" <|oister, and his 
voice calling loudly fof help, and saying 
his life was in danger frcun a prisoner 

escaped of the castle; and, commanding, 

' ♦’ 

that they should stop him, ere he reached 
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shelter. The* monks, engaged as they 
were, at this hour, in service, heard not 
the alarm; till a lay brother, coming forth 
<tf the dormitory, raised\a g*y, whijh 
brought oiilfrom their cells a few jickbfo- 

theft, who now joined in the cry, which 

• * 

tho^ at matins presently, h&d. 

Woodreeve,however, pursued his course; 
and, opeiting*a folding-door at the end of 
the cloister, found himself in the chancel, 
and gained the sani^tuary, ere his pursu¬ 
ers reached hi^ii, or the-araazed brethren 
there could,, understand they were to stop 
his way. 

By this time the service had ceased, 
and all was confusion; Ihe Prior pressing 
forward to seize the^poor merchant, even 
at the .altar-st^ps*; and the nfonks flock¬ 
ing round him^ to prevent sacrilege, and 
to learn the. motive for his attempting 
to commit it. * Scarcely was he kept back 
by the monks from ^^offering violence to 
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Woodreeve, who was still breathless and 
hunting, from die thought of peril io 
hardly escaped, though he turned, and in 

f 

some sort, faced his enemy. ♦ 

But, before he^ was calm *enoue:h to 
speak, the Prior began his say: he' as¬ 
serted, that, while he was sitting in the 
^ ^ 
gr^at chamber, studying, a secret door of 

the room opened, and he iawithis' stranger 
enter. He knew him io be the man irn^ 
prisoned in the castle, for having falsely 
accused the Baron de Blondeville, and 
whose trial for unlawi^l arts of magic, 
designed to deltide the eyes and minds of 
the whole court, ■ by a false presentment 
of the crime imputed to the Baron, and 
thereby to prejudice the King against him, 
to his litter^ ruin^ was shortfy to come on 
in the castle-hall. How he had escaped 
from prison he knew not, nor how he had 

li I < 

reached the Priorywhere, perchance, he 
had come undesignedly. On perceiving 
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him quietly sifting at his reading-desk, the 
plisoner, possessed either by despair, or 
by desire of vengeance, for the part he 
had taken against him in ^he King’s pre¬ 
sence, drew forth a dagger; .and^ having 
vaiffly made a blow at him, fled, as they 
had witnessed: “ And here behold the in¬ 
strument of Ins intended crime,” said Ihe 
Prior, “ turned aside from my breast by 
my own hand. I found ft on the floor of 
my chambei: ” And he held up the poi- 
nard. • • 


Astonished aTul;^;onfounded by thdse au¬ 
dacious falsc'hoods, Woodreeve stood aghast, 
and his very looks ‘would h*ave condemned 
him, w ith the greater part of the brother¬ 
hood, could they even have ^questioned 
the truth of thek* Prior.; wdfb, however, 
was little loved amongst them. With one 
voice they crieeji out against the stranger, 


so that he almost gkve himself up for 
lost; but, when his enemy said, that no 
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place*ought to prottet sufch a criminal, 
they att at once atood up against vidlatidn 
of sanctuary, as became them ; and mar- 

I 

veiled, that he showed so little reverence 
for so high,a privilege. Then the Prior, 
forgetful of what became his office, 'said 
that his life was yet in danger, uhless the 
prisoner could be dislodged from* the mo¬ 
nastery ; for, although the «law of sanc¬ 
tuary coidd protect him, it ^jcould not 
restrain him; and, as the doors, of the 
church* could ,nQt be locked, he might 
come forth, at some convenient hour; and 
not only escape from tlie monastery, but, 
on his way, accomplish the very crime he 
had meditated! < 

The monks made answer, that the doors 
of the chifrch should cbe watched, but 

yi? ' 

that they nei^r could consent to afford a 
precedent for violation of sanctuary; and 
much they were astonished, that their 
Wperior his-self, who ought to be the first 
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to maintain this right# should wish to re« 
nounce^ it. But they expused him^ seeing 
his terror of the evil he had just escaped. 
TThen, the Prior perceiving he was betrajr- 
ing his own cause, sfnd turning those 
agaijist it, of whose good-will he should 
hercaftet liave much need, gave up that 
poinlS'"bi\t threateijsd sentence'of exclusion 
against any pne of the community, who 
should relieve the strangcr^s hunger. And 
thus wm he nearly condemned to a lin- 


' < 

gering death more mispraj)le than any, 
which tht common law of the land could 
have pronounced against him, since it was 
improbable, that any of the villagers should 
venture to brave the ang^n* of the Prior. 

Adversity had now well nigh*pcrsuaded 
Woodreeve, that,^ hoVever ju4 his cause, 
it would avail him nothing, where the cri¬ 
minal had such powerfur support; and 
he forbore, this time, to increase his 
difficulties, by accusing, the Prior as an 
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accomplice of the Baron di* Blondeville. 
He spoke only to make a solemn denial 
of the charge against Jiirnself, adding, that, 
if the brethren would send to the castle 
for a guard, he wotdd instantly; relincjuish 
the privilege of sanctuary, and deliver 

himself up to the King's officers/but to 

_ 

no other. Tliis pleased not his, enemy, 
who dreaded the tale he n^ght unfold; 
and, however strange that inigrht appear 
and hard to lie believed, he kne\^^, tliat in 
those lawless tinges, there had' been in¬ 
stances of rapine, committed by wicked 
intruders like himself info tlie fold, and, 
therefore iriiglri, some parts of thb history 
he not wholly discn'dited; the more es¬ 
pecially as the Lord Archbishop seemed 
to be not !,vholly hfs* fiiend. So, he re- 
solved to take his cause into" his own 
hands, and to attempt that by poison, 

-It 

w'hich he had failed to perpejtrate by steel, 
* when the merchant, as has been related. 
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had imprudeiftly made a charge against 
him in so lonely a place. 

For, it is not to be guessed, that the 
Prior, in leading him fortJ;i from prisqp, 
liad, at fii'iit, any othej* ■ niojtivc ^than to 
turr* him loose and let him make his way 
to a disfant part of the country, where he 
woulrf be so well contented by having 
saved his lift, {is never again to hazard 
it, by endangering that * of the Baron. 
IIowevCT this might be, be now, in his 
follv and wickedness, as«wickcdncss leads 
on to wickedness, and blinds its followers, 
judged it necessary for liis own life, that 
the merchant shofild perildi, and that, 
before he could have an opportunity of 
communicating with the King’s officers. 
But to accomplish litis it .wouW be neces* 

, ^ '' f. 

sary to practise somewliat of* tlie cunning 
dexterity, which with him supplied the 
place of wisdom, and ^vhich He was well 
content to mistake for it. 
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He, therefore, feigned. td* relax some-? 
what of his severity; and, saying the 
criminal should be - aUowed bread and 
water, while he remained in sanctuary, 
was so departing. ^ But Wood/’eeve, now 
remembering the golden chain, worn by 
the Prior, and considering how *nelping 
it must be to his own cause to have that 
matter known, which mightrnever be, if 
not now, wished to devise some means 
of making him show it to the %ethren, 
before he had taken tlie precaution of 
laying it aside, if indeed he ''had not 
already done so. Yet, to mention this 
chain, without'putting *him on his guard 
to conceal it, were not possible. That 
was however done for him, which he had 
not the art Co compass. . '- 

When the Prior was departing from 
the Churph, Woodreeve, again appealing 
to the brethren, bade them bear wit¬ 
ness, th^t he utterly and solemnly denied 
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all attempt br intention, to commit the 
OrimO' now alleged against him, and that 
he could, at a proper time and place, un- 

t 

ravel the mystery qf Ins appearance theje; 
“ Look at me, who am, scarcely of middle 
age?” said he, ‘‘ and at the Prior, who, 
though* large, is past his prime, and say, 
whetrter, if I had attempted his life, luS 
arm alone conld have withstood me.” 

I say, not, thdt I escaped by my own * 
strengtl^’* replied the Prior, “ I wear a 
charm, v^hich protects, me against evil 
sprites, vThetlier instigating human beings, 
or acting as shadows,” 

“ If sb,” said Wbodreeve* “ why do you 
fear me, that you, bub pow, refused to 
grant me sanctuary, lest I s&ould step 
forth from tfiis place, and ahn at your 
life. It cannot be credited; you have no 
such charm.” 

You are a deceiver,” said the Prior; 

“ here is your falsehoad proved,” and he 


I 
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drew forth the amulet, suspended by the 
chain, but, in an instant, withdrew it, pei*- 
ceiving whither fear and anger were lead¬ 
ing him. On seeing again tliis memorial 
of'his ^ dead kinsman, Woodrceve was so 
much disturbed, that he had almost slip¬ 
ped otf the jdace of s^ictuary, as he reach- 
^ ** ' * 
ed towards it. 

But, checking his steps, he cried out, 
“ Wretch, whence had you that cliaiy ? 
Would it had been anT|cxed to any real 
charm of defence,*when my poor kinsman 
wore it in the forest of Ardenn! He 
would now, perchance, be alive to claim 
it.” 

The brelliren ‘looked on Woodreeve, 
with surprize and displeasure^ while :po 
one, save tlie Trior, understood fidly those 
words; and his countenance, nathl^ss all 
his art and boldness, fell when he heard 
them, “ Venerable brethreti,” continued 
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the merchant. mark well that chain; for 
hereafter it may unfold a tale which ye 
guess not off.’’ 

• Upon this so ppess^ng. a call, they 
thronged round their siiiK'rior. entreating! 
indedd, to see the amulet, but wishing 

t • 

chiefly to see the chain attached to it; 
and the ‘Prior, Avho saw their motive be¬ 
neath their pfetence, was aware, that he 
could not resist them, without giving iiTe- 
inediable strength tp their suspicions. 

As they looked on it, ^A^oodreeve said, 

t 

“ You will observe, above what he calls a 

charm, three golden letters, being part of 

» ‘ . * * 

the chain itself, and also three jewels, the 

middle one of gre^at valud; the others are 
iiitfes.” 

The monks then* ventured to examine it 
further,-and found it was as he said. 

“ In the clasp of that chain,|’ said the 
merchant, ‘\is’ a painting, the likeness of 
a noble lady, my unfortunate kinsman s 
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wife; it was drawn by a Fh)rentine,.a fa¬ 
mous illuminator.” 

f 

We see nothing of that,” answered 
the brethren, t There is no such thing.” ' 

^ While the» Prior n6w exclaimed eagerly, 
“ Mark his falsehood.” 

But Woodrceve, V addressing himsi^K to 
the brethren, told thdin there was a secret 

f 

spring; and, instructing the'fn how’ to find 
it, said tjiey w^ould then behold a fair and 
unhappy lady. They did as he directed, 
when, a golden plate of'^that noble clasp 
flying up, they beheld, not the portrait of 
a lady, but that of a knight in armour, 
whose look was mild and full^of thought¬ 
ful sadness. On seeing this, they cried, 
that he knew not the chain; for that it 
showed only the semblance of a knight. 
Hearing this, the-merchant stretched forth 
his hand impatiently, and descended two 
steps of the sanctuary ,to exanjine the por¬ 
trait, ere he well knew what he was doing. 
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Then he entreated tliem, that they would 
allow him to see it; for, it was surely the 
likeness of his deceased friend; but they 
2 ill assented to the Prior, that it must not 
be so entrusted. ’ * 

I 

At last^ however, two of them yielded 
so fpj to his Ipud and earnest entreaties, 
that they held up to him the picture, be¬ 
yond his reaefi, but where he could yet dis* 
tinguish the featiu’es by the strong light of 
the tapers. Oa viewing that well-known 
countenaijce, tears stood*in*his eyes, and 
his looks alone might have convinced 
many, hf had ind^d spol^en the truth, 
touching that chain, though he his-self was 
amazed liy the portrait, having never seen 
it before. Tb^i Prior failed ndt to make 
his advantage of this unexpected circum- 
st^e; but, while he yet triumphing, 
the merchant bade the brethren press once 

A 

more that golden plate, as he directed, 
when a lid on the reverse side opened, and 
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behold! a lady’s countenance, meek and 

s'-' , s' 

fair, with lifted eyes/ and like unto some 
blessed s<?uit. 

' They all at 'once exclaimed, it ishere^** 
and |>as6ed ^le chain from one** to another, 
some looking^* with wondrous dread, upon 
the prisoner, and some agai|[i on the Pfior, 
who stood darkly watching, and, they cried 
out, “ How may this be !” 

Then the Prior, with, looks of derision, 

T 

said, ** Can ye ask that question, knowing 
as ye do, that the man before y^ is about 
to be tried in the Kind’s Court for practice 
of unlawful nifigic ? |t avails nqt, that he 
has been prevented from touching that 
chain with his hand; he has exercised a 
stranger ^ower upon it, than if he had 
touched it. Those paintings were not 
there before ; the chain has long been mine, 
as most of ye know. I bought it, before I 
was of this house.” 

“ Am thus it may well be,” said one of 
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the monks, ‘Vtor this is not so raar.vellous, 
a5 those delusions ccwjjurcd up in the cast^- 
hall.” And thev blessed themselves and 
delivered up the chain to the Prior, who 
remved it, witli secret trium[>h. 

“ You now behold the charm which has 
preserved iiiy life, from the atteiii])t of that 

« ,T 

ruffian;” said he, pcdtiting to Woodreeve ; 

and will no more doubt, why his strength 
failed, when he assailed me,” 

Too late, the prisoner then perceived, that, 
in compelling hfe encTny to prodnee this 
chain, he Ijad brought out an argument 
against himself, '^e monks had not re¬ 
fused their assent to their Prior’s assertion ; 
and, if there were any amongst .them, who 
compared what he had assertcd|^ the pro¬ 
tecting virtues of this charm, ^gainst the 
m^ce of the poor merchant, with what he 
now said of the magical influence of the 
man upon this very chain, even while it 
was in his own hands, they did not dare to 
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point forth the contradiction* The Prior, 
stHl dreading lest the ^soner should throV 
himself into the hands of the King’s guard, 
a§ he had offered, how determined, in or¬ 
der to (ieter ^him from so dokg, to make 
further use of his over-sight; and, holding 
up the chain, he called out, ‘‘ Wkeu you 
shall have surrendered yourself up jus¬ 
tice, here is an evidence, thav sliall convict 
you of unlawful arts, if others fail* This 
picture, which you have conveyed hither 
by secret magic, shall be niore than a living 

I 

witness against you.” 

The latter words of the Prior w’ere re- 
sounded, it might be by an, echo of the 
aisles: more than a living witness against 
you.” 

M r 

The bretnren looked round, - apd Wood- 
reeve listened. There were some among 

them,;jwrho fancied they heard a moaning 

•» 

from the ground underneath, between them 
and the north wall; others took it for the 
wind muitpring in the vaults near; but 
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none of them spoke his thoughts. It 
rni^ht be the hoUowMast, that sounds^ at 
^ fits, before a tempest; for a stoyn came, 
sobn after, which shook Ithe walls. How* 
ever this might be, Wooclrev<»^shiMlclcred 
oftenhe heard it; and, looking round 


him,* recollections rushed suddenly on his 

*v * 

mind, tftaC filled it with dismay. He ex¬ 
amined eagcrly'*the spot he stood on, am!' 
found, that he hlad indeed taken sanctuary 
near the grave of his unfortunate kinsman, 
though no name now ajipe'hrdi on it. 

On this discovery, the blood" rushed back 
to his heart, and he was nigh to falling in- 
to the like convulsions he had suffered un¬ 
der, when first he saw the* Baron de Blon- 
deville, beside the King. * On recovering, 
he knelt down on the grave, Aisitig his 


hands and eyes, and so continued, for 
some time. Then, rising and turning to 
the Prior, who* seemed little affected by 

t. 

any thing that had passed,* he calmly said, 
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that" he was willing to defiver himself up 
th the King s officers-, soon as they eould' be 
brought |iither. To this the Prior answer¬ 
ed he would ^sen^ early on the morrow ; 

_ y 

but, mot, King’s officers might 

enter that place of sanctuaryj to tafee him 
thence, lie must come forth of himself,, ere 
he could surrender to them. WoMreeve, 


“"faring treachery on the ^Qy, liked not 
this; and so the Prior'liil foreseen, who 


for his own purposes, further said, that the 
officers should Wait for Jiim, at the outer 
gate of the l^riory, that so^ all the world 
might bear witness the church had not 
betrayed him to the seci^ar power. 

" Andj^ when '‘the world shall bear wit- 
ness, that my surrender is voluntary,” said 

S 4 , , * 

Wd^fdteeve, in order to daunt the Prior 

from his purpose; “ then wp it judge me 

innocent by that act alone.” 

'' ^ 

So resolute a repjy convinced his enemy 
he had no time tg lose in effecting 'what- 
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ever wrong he i^fight intend to perpetrate, 
in pur^ijiance of his wretched policy ; atjd 
•]ic now departed, meditating on the means 
of ^iccomplishing it. 

, Leaving a,guard ol'monks^behind at. 
the epjtrance of the chancel, he gave sign 
to WischaVd*, a brother, whom he had long 
favoured^ V) follow him to tlie great cliam- 
ber. How to cowipass the death of the })r^ 
soner, in so shdft a ?4pace By any poison, 
that should not betray itself, and bring 
suspicion on its inventor,% ho knew not. 
Sometimes,* he thought it were better to 
give him his liberty to flee away; and so 
he would ?iave done, ‘could he have been 
certain the libcnty'would be so used; but 
he was rather certain, from wliat had 
lately passed, that tliiS would he other¬ 
wise; that the pMsoner would urge his 
offer of an escape, as evidence against 

’ - -'t> 

him, on a charge of having been an ac- 


VOL. Ji. 
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complice in the murder;‘and that other 
things might come to light, whidh would 
i)e more easily proved than the guilt of, 
fhe Baron al 9 ne. ^ . 

t, Wi^ these doubts and fipars upon his > 
mind, he remained in the arched chmnber, 

K B 

^ * 

in close consultation with Wischard, till 
all in the Priory were at rest, '^ave the 


jj.^or merchant on his kinsman’s grave, 
and tho^e monks Wh6 watched him there. 



THE SIXTH«a)AY. 



THE SIXTH .DAY. 

:i j ^ 

, At the, head^of thi^ chapter was 4'-n illuminated 
drawing of tli*e inside of the White Hall, .wiUi the 
King's court assembled. The^Kihg w[w jn a chair, 
but without a cloth of estate over it; and near hini 
was his high Justicier, who sat on the came plat¬ 
form, in his robes of office. On the steps, near the 
•"Kite’s chair, stood a youth^ with an observing coun- 
tenance,f intended,0o doubt, for Prince Edward; 
also at the footstoo][^knelt a young man, with a 
spirited air, offering a chain to the King, who 
seemed to gaze oh him, with amazement ^d terror. 
Throughout the .hall ap{>earcd generaf consterna¬ 
tion ; many of the Bishops and Barons stood up, and 
leaned forward, as if to view what was passing near 
the King’s chair. 



Jim SIXTH DAY. 


Eari.y on the 'morrow, tho Prior of 
Sairtt Mary's was at the Castle, in close 
conference with the Baron de Bloiuleville, 
and awaiting a hearing of the King. 
And, when they liad obtained this, having 
already settled their plot, they set forth, in 
their own way, so much •of the adventure 
of the night before at the Priory, as they 
thought necess*ary to win the King s con¬ 
sent, that the trial of ^4he merchant should 
be had, on this very day. His Highness 
had designed to defer awhile, both be¬ 
cause'the argument .^gf the Archbishop ^ad 
taken some hold of him, and because he 
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thotight it not for the hoiiour of Hie Bhron 
de Blondeville. that this itihtter shoidd 
s^em to be b^ld ^ of such importanjl^ as 
that, ju^t at this time, it muat be further 
inquired into. 

But now, being sore prdlsed upon ^by 

those about him—and it was ‘crer his 

•/ * 

Weakness to be ruled»by those nearest at 
hand rather than by fikcd principles either 
of his own, or of those wiser in colhidl 
than himself-"-being sore pressed by the 
false representations^ the wily Prior, he 
yielded his consent, that the Jury already 
warned should be summoned to attend in 
Court, this day, the trial of the pool^ st^n- 

Mi. 

hall. 

Should they &il to iubstantiate this head 
of charge, the Prior had anj^her in^heiale 
he hadfialready told the Kihg of the mer- 

^ V ( 

ch^iltii^ pretended attempt upon his life, 
aiid his evil practices upon the golden 

ft 

ejbain. 


ger for divers practices of magioal 
sion and of the black art, in the ^eat 
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^ mfWter connected with this charge, 

* 

he aXso told, ^ his Highness, that the zner- 
chanlb had escaped from the Castle to the 
Prioiy, where he then was and where fie 
might he secured; for that he, ffustmg^to his 

own arts, yet enable to elude the vigilance 

% 

of the ^yethren placed there, had audaci¬ 
ously declared^ he would resign himself to 
the King’s officers, and thvow himself tlpon 
justijce. The Prior failed not to point out, 
that there was a daring^ artfulness in 
this giving out, and^o caution his High¬ 
ness against the seeming consciousness of 
innocence, .which it was meai^ to imply. 

» V 

An^ ^ing seeing, that each day 

brc^ht forth some new danger, plotted, 
as i1^ ajipeared, by the merchant, against 
tl]f peace and even ^e lives of his quiet 
subjects, commanded, without further hesi- 
tation, that his^trial should commence, on 

k 4 

this very day; and his^Highness deter¬ 
mined to be present his-self in Courtiithe 
while. 
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Thfi Court had indeed already met«in 
tll!0 Wliite Hall, and divers small causes 
had been* tried there, the preceding day.; 
many other remained to be settled, during 
this firae o'f the King’s keeping coui;t, at 
Kenilworth; but it was resolved, * that the 
charge agaii^t the merchant shoid^. be in- 
qured into immediately on ,the meeting of 
the’, court, which was now beginning to as¬ 
semble. Notice of this was speedily given 
there, and thp j\iry and witnesses^ '^eing 
all nigh at hand, myere easily^ brought 
together. 

Meanwhile,'a guard was despatched tb" 
the Priory gate, tjierc to await the surren¬ 
der of the 'merchant. Nor was it without 
extreme an,xiety and* fear, tllat he, qp re- 
ceiving tlieir summons, stcjTped from the 
sanctuary, and passed along the passaged 
and chambers to the outer gate, where.he*" 
gave himself up tp justice, and was soon 
aMr again a prisoner in the turret. A 
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night of watchfulness and terror had ill 
prepared him for the approaching t^l; 
but he endeavoured to ^support, with the 
consciousness of innocence*and with a re¬ 


collection of his just niofivcs/liie tufden of 
calurnn^^ and danger now laid upon him, 


and to ijieet, with calmness, Jhc maUce of 
his enemies. 


Nathless, so haggard and wan wer? his 
Ipoks, when he came before the Court, and 
beheld his chief accuser, the Baron de 
BloQjdeville, that mqgy there scriipl(‘d not 
to say he was guilty even before he was 
tried. AikI, as ignorance is«al\^ays a child, 
so were there many nobles then in tb« 
hall, who, profiting nothing by/their years, 
did hold thati magic ^ould be jvroiight by 

j.' * " 

such as fully a])plicd themselves unto it, 
and that it had been practised in the 

banquet-hall by this poor strapger, or by 

* 

those in league with him. And, as vanity ' 
never grows old, but changes its shape 

M 5 
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ottly with the stages of a man’s life, so mati,v 
an aged Baron, now sitting in the King’s 
(‘ourt, who; in his youth, had valued him- 

t ' t, ■ * 

self for a handsome person, gorgeously ap- 

parelle^d, andi in his niaturcr years, for^the 

numbc.T of his vassals and the abiindance 

« 

of his castle-banquets—many such^a Baron, 
now in his age, as freshly priding himself 
on sagacity, such as n© arts could baffle, 
came liithcr, fortified against the evidence, 
to abide by his first opanion. 

There sat in the White Hall, 'that^ay, 
many bishops and barons of the nS^lm, 
such as usuall/ composed the Kinf^s court, 
when he wore hi& crown and held the high 
festivals of the year. These seldom had 
been kept rat Kenilworth, but, when ||is 
Highness was not at his palace at West¬ 
minster, either Winchester, or Windsor, Sa¬ 
lisbury, (Boucester, York, or other great 
cities of the realm* were the scenes of them. 
At such times, not only was justice admi- 
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nistered to his subjects, but the great 
• , 
councils of the irealm were held, and laws 

were made. Then also were Ijonours dis¬ 
pensed; the King malting some knigHts, 
others barons, as it s6 pleased liim, and 
tlie* opportunity required. There too, 
sometimes, were contracted, or solem- 
nized, such marriages of his own family, 
or of his nobles, he cQpntenanced t and 
loo often was it said of King Henry, that 
he bestowed upon strangers, favourites 
in his c<purt, the richest heiresses i>f his 
kingdom. 

At these high festivals of the year, he 
was in trowth a sovereign, wearing his 
crown, sitting on his throne, and swaying 
all the princely power of his sceptre. Then 
he received homage of his tenants in chief, 
knights and other; levied fines, and with 
the help of Jiis justicier, barpns and pre¬ 
lates, managed his revenues. * How far his • 
Highness was governed by their council. 
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when he was so hard upon the golden ci- 
tizens of I^ondon, who, in his reign paid 
in fines fi^r his favour, twenty thousand 
prfuncls, I know not. But, never did he 
practise kicfc‘cruel means of extortion as 
did his father, King John. . ,, 

At such times, too, were decided triMs 

•V 

by combat; and among the gorgeous sj>cc- 
tacle.,, then held Jorth, tilt and tournament 
suipassed. 

But to come l)ack again unto this festi¬ 
val of Kenilworth. The I^ng^sat not, 
this day, upon his throne in court, but 
upon a chair. lv}side his justicier, ^hom he 
wislied to do his part there. He meant 

t 

not his-self to speak sgitence upon the 
prisoner, as at Westfninster^ he had dqjje 
upon Peter dc Rivallis, his treasurer, wh^ 
he sent froiu open court to the tower of 
London, l)y his own word of command. 
Amongst other of the King’s chief, officers, 
who this day kept state in court, were 
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the Eaii of Hereford, Lord Constable of 
England; the Earl of Norfolk, Lord 
Mareschall of England; Sinion^de Mont- 
lort, Earl of Leicester! the King’s Senfe- 
schall; the Yligh Clianiberlaifii; tfie Chan- 
cellor, 4 irui the Treasyurer. The Arch¬ 
bishop of York was not there; being, as 
the B^n de Blondeville and the Prior 
of Saint Mary’s well knoiy, yet at Csktii- 
try; and, therefore, had they so hurried 
forward tliis bussincss. 

$ 9 

It was sijspected, tliat the Baron and 
his friend had taken special means, that 
the jury, chosen f^r this trial, might be 
such as were likely men to serve their 
views; and they feared not, that the King 
would now d(4 as heJiad formerly done at 
^Vinchester. There, as is veil known, 
some merchants of Brabant,.Slaving ac¬ 
cused to his Highness some of his house¬ 
hold of having robbed them, the thieves, 
on being brought to trial, were "acquitted"- 
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by the jury; who, though wealthy men, 
were proved to be in league witli the 
offenders } on which, the King, without 
simple, commanded them to prison; and 

caused ^6t%r juYy to be summoned, who 

§ 

found them guilty of that they bad been 
charged with. But the Baron tmsted 
enough in the King’s kindness not to fear 
he Would do theiike now. 

What passed in the merchant’s mind, 
while now in court, waiting his trial, may 
not be told, within compass ^save that he 
resolved, when opportunity should come, 
l)oldly to chaise the Prior with possessing 
the golden chain, worn by his kinsman 
when he fell, and of having been an acr 
coitlplice in that foukdeed. . 

For, veU he now remembered,, whkre 
he. had first seen his face emd heard his 
voice. This was at a little hostel, where 
he and his companions had! rested them 
awhile, aj few hours before the robbery. 
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There, in the settle, beside the blazing 
logs, sat that same Prior, drinking mead. 
He wore not then the garmeijts of the 
church, which he should never have pilt 
on, but the livery of war; sftid tlie* mer- 
chant hud* taken him for a common fol- 
lower of .some knight, so coarse and worn 
were the clo^Jies. beneath his hauberk. 
When they were, depauting, he asked 
which road they went, feigning to be fear¬ 
ful, in those times, of passing alone through 
the forest: and, having learned their way, 
said his was dift'erent, and bade them well 
to Kenilworth, el’e night shauld come on. 

Afterwards, during the peipetration of 
the crime, the merchant, whe? discerned 
not his person, nor his featurcs, through 
the disguise he had taken, ^oon as he 
spoke, recollected the voice; and, within 
a short tima, he had recognized both 

. I 

voice and features in the same man; 
though the counten^ce was so changed 
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and bloated, and the present voice so arti- 

f 

ficial, that this recollection had not come, 

, •• I 

by ficcident. Tlie present dress of 
the Prior, tod, and his station h^d gone 
to retaM thts. But now, when tones and 
countenance had ;been partly .recollected, 
and that golden chaai was seen on the 
same individual, Woodreeve was? not siif- 
ferevl to doul)t that, the Prior of Saint 
Mary’s was one of those, who feid robbed 
him. Nor was that so wonderful in^irnes, 
when lawless violence had almost over- 

I 

run the whole land ; and when the King, 

as has been rfieen, found it ne<;^ssary to 

(commit to prison twelve householders of 

/ 

Hampshire, for having leagued w'ith thieves 

in his Own household*! . ' 

§ 

But to come back, once more, to what 
parsed th^s day, in the Cc^t. It were 
tedious to tell of all this—of the names 
of such as assisted in the judgment, or of 
the forms and ceremonies, observed during 
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tha trial; though these were curious to 
behold, and in themselves most ^rave and 

pvincely. Nevertheless, ,some tilings si^Sl 

• 0 

l)e related, \vhich more nearly concerned 
the pj-isoncr, and which struct* many per¬ 
sons with ^marvellous tfread. We vouch 


not for the truth of'^all here told; we only 
repeat what (fliers have said and their 
selves credited; birt in these days what 
is there oF strange and wonderful, which 
does not pass as current ns tlie coin of the 
land; and what will they not tell in hall, 
or chamber, seated by night over blazing 
logs, as if their grerjitcst pldhsure w ere to 
fear ? 


Some, who tell the story, say Ihey were 
Witnesses in (^iirt ot what parsed there, 
and that the marvels brought about, were 
through the lits of that same joculator, 
who came into the banquet-hall, before 
the visions there shown^ and who, they 
scrupled not to say, was one of those 
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magicians, firom the £ast| who wei'e well 
known tc have raised strange delusions in 
many a hall here in England. But this 

r 

man w^as not seen in court, that day, nor 
had fte beeft'^seen, any where, either in the 
castle, or town, since that memorable night 
of the festival, thou^ strict search had 
been made for him. e 

Ihe accusation ag£dn$t Woodreeve ran 
thus. It charged him with h^ing raised 
up certain delusions, by means ofi^imlawful 
arts of withcraft,,, or of magic, to the end 
of persuading the King and his nobles, 
that the charge of a dreadful ci’inie, im¬ 
puted by the prisoner to the Baron de 


Blondevilie, was true. And it farther 

t 

alleged, that he hatJ by Mitchcraft acted 
upon the person of the Baron, causing, at 

i 

divers tinges, a suspicion of dl his faculties, 
and, as it were, binding up his whole soul 
in a trance, so tb^t he could neither spe^k9 
nor see, nor move. Thei^p were, it yfm 
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afiicmed, huiidfe4s in the court, whojiad 
seen" the marvellous pageant, i^ich had 
appeared on the night of the gi^at ban* 
quet, and not one could tell how it came 
tliithef, or by whom it wa^ invehtW. 
They wdre^ many also, who had seen the 
Baron’s condition, Itoth in chapel and halL 
And it seemed plain enough, that all 
this was th^ work ef .evil sprite, in le^ue 
with an ailful man. Who this might be, 
whether the poor merchant, or that strange 
minstrel, *that had entered the hall of 
festival, who was there, that might tell? 
Many and divers were the* pinions and 
sayings upon this affair but, though all 
thought the delusion supematdral, none 
held the rneref/nnt to Be guilty qf it. Nay, 
there^were not wanting those, who wil- 

A H 

lingly credit^, that the Baron guilty 
of all, which the vision seemed to accuse 

hini^of; yet none dared Ijint such thought^ 
knowing the place he hdd in the King s 
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favqur. And, perchance, this very Ijigh 
favour, rhown forth by the new'“’4itle 
granted ^o him, did incline many, though 

I * 

the cause was unknown of themselves, to 

I 

judge the Worst of him. 

Now, when all the proceedihgs were 
ffnished, tlie jury thought the sa^rie as the 
many, that, though there c had been evil 
practices, there was n.9t]iinjf>3bo show that 

the prisoner knew ought of them; and 

% 

so they said ^by their verdict. But when 
all looked to him to remark his^joy, they 
saw his countenance still anxious and fear¬ 
ful. The trew^th is, he dreaded ^he Prior, 
more than any other enemy, and that he 
would pursue liim far more artfully than 
the Baron Iiad done.« 

The King was much disturbed at the 

verdict given, and the Baron would have 

> *• 

been more so, had he not .trusted to the 
further measuresi of his friend. 

But nowit was, that the poor merchant. 
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finding hiinself'^detained and seeing the 
peril in wait for him, accused the Prior 
of Saihit Mary’s, of having been one of the 
robbers, confederates of tlv Bgron'^dc Blon-, 
devitle, affirhyng that he his-self hf^d seen 
on his,neck a chain, which had been taken 
froip his inurdered friend’. 

By the*King and most present, tliis ac¬ 
cusation was cbnsidered as the effort of 


a desperate ffuin; aVid it took away fnjia 
him all ])ity, and turned their hearts against 
him. Cithers there \vere,*wh\> judged less 
hardly of ^hijii, and these suspected, tliat 
his brain was disordered by the fits he was 
subject have at times, and wmld have 
had him withdrawn from • the ^udge, and 
taken in hand by the physician. 

But the PrioV had already d^ivered in 
an accusation against him, not only oi' 

« A 

having practised magical arts, but of hav¬ 
ing forcibly attempted his life; and the 
ccMirt must do their duty.* So, a new jury 
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having been called, this< second trial of 
Woodreeve began, at the especial petition 
of the Plior and by command of the King. 
The Bar*on remained ^in court, and some 

« 

observed he seemed a^s earnest in the Prior’s 
cause as fie had been in his ovm. 

This latter charge having been fully 
stated, the first witness examined was the 
prison-keeper of Caesar s* tower, and the 
jury scrupled not to hear his say, though 
he must condemn himsdf of want of vigi- 

V 

lance, at leas^t, if he did not accuse t^e pri- 

I 

soner of arts superior to humari r^istance. 
This man said, that he had secured the 
prison-chamber, at !the usual ‘'hour, and 
that, during tbe night, all had remained 
so still, you might havfe heard a leaf srtir, 
save, that, at the second watch-piping, the 
wayte had (Called out to him, that some 
one had entered the tower; when he, find¬ 
ing the strong door fastened, as he had left 
it, and not having before heard any nmse, 
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knew this coul(l not have been, and so had 

told the wayte. On the morrow, gpingas 

usual to the prison-chamber, he«found that 

door secure, as he had made it,# but when 
» » - 

he undid it—the merchant was no longer 

* 3 » 

within ! He teuld account For his ’disap- 

a 

(Xiaranci^ by no mortal ^means; and so he 
ended hi§ say. 

Then ‘tlie Jinights, on service at the 
great portal, were, questioned, and’•their 
answers were partly to the same purpose. 
One of them, indeed, sqid he had heard a 
noiSe^from the room over the dungeon, 
soon after the wayte had piped the third 
w^atch; but, on trying the xioor, he found 
it fast, and so thought no more of it. And 
now it cannot be^^ doubted, tha^lthe knight, 
who was the secret friend of the Baron de 
Blondeville, had tampered with his compa¬ 
nions, or, in some *#ay, had deceived them, 
rince they CQuld thus slightly treat that, 
Ufhich had caused a clarion to be sounded. 
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But, they could truly say, aj they did, thstt 
they had seen no one go ibrth of the gates, 
or* move any \\diere; save their own men. 
Aiid, kriQ-wing that they had been too 

j I* 

b6uutiful of wine to those of the port-cullis 
cliainber, thdy niight ^islik^, and avoid to 

. r 

say anything, thevt would lead to a dis- 

« 

covery of th^^; condition of those drowsy 
guards. 

These wardoiirs ol‘ the port-cullis room 
I)eing questioned, touching the listening 
of the towei’-f^oor, one of them took that 
matter upoji iiiinself; for, though noilfe of 
them knew what had liappcned, yet did 

they, for theii^'“own credit, cono^al their 

'■^4 • 

ignorance, save he, #ho said, that he 
thought oi^e cam^, in the night and gave 
him a blow^; but he *knew ijpt how he got 
away, nor any thing more about his assail- 
ant! “You were slumbering on your 
post. Carle,said his examiner; but this 
he stoutly denied I 0 the admiration of 
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■V 

the poor pri 3 oner«| who knew the whole 

party had been in such deep sleep, tjiat he 

^ ® _ 

had heard them snorting two chahibers oflt- 
Fdr this the Prior had his-self accounted,# 

" «v' 

as before rehearsed; %ut he ^lUo^ved, not 
hiinseif ttj^sniile. 

Next were called the wayte and his 

gi'oom; a^id the old deposed he had 

•1 ' 

seen some one pass through the ugper 
court, as he was going the second round, 
so closely muffled*' up, he knew not who 
he wilS|^ and the person had passed by so 
quickly, that, though he^ursued his steps, 
yet could ^ he nevei* see hii^ after. He 
thought he had gone to Caesars tower; 
but, on giving an ajarm th4re, htf*found he 

^ f 

had mistaken, the keeper having declared. 
he had seen ho one enter. Afterwards, he 
hhd j^earched the uppei*^court, and ques¬ 
tioned those on guard there, but they had 
neither seen nor heard j^y thing. Still, not 
being satisfied thai IQl was right, he had 
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t|ilceii^4iis stiation in the porc^ opposite 4;o 
the great tower, and there hatched' out 
the night, save when he had piped his 

t 

•rounds; but he had not seen any fine 
eomp forUuof the tower, ncfr any persons 
but the guard, the whole nijght long. 
This testimony of the wayte the guard 

I 

confirmed. 

Puring these narratives of the wit- 


nesses, the Prior kept an unconcerned 
countenance, and none present suspected 
him of being thk unknown person; while 
many thought the prisoner his-self was 
the man, on his way out of the castle, 

' I. c 

and that the wayte had mistaken the 
course he took.' 

When the sentinels of the ramparts an# 
* . r; " 

posterns 'were questioned, all were fouii^ 

to £^ee, tiiat no living thing had been 


seen, or Jn^d, from wall or battlement, to 
pass Jforth of the Castle, during that night, 
were mqit of tbe p^sons present 
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confirmed in '^theit suspicion, tliat the^^ittef- 
chant possessed some secret art, by ivhich 
^he^had conveyed himself from the Castle 
into the Priory. It signified not to their' 

v'* • * 

apprehension, that such *art, ^if he ’had 
* . 0 
possessed •iti might have conveyed him 

clean away, from his enemies.^ they trou¬ 
bled not tiremsplves to think so far ;'"or, 
perchance, they guessed there were cerfain 
limits and boundaries to the power of 
magic. But, whether the limit here drawn 
was consistent with the end designed, who 
was there, that could judge ? 

y'. 

After tliese witnes^s, the Prior his-self 
came forward and repeated his own tale, at 
length, such as he had already related it to 
the King. Ancl he br(?i^ht several of hiS 

JifT, 

monks and others of th6^<»ijyent, as evi- 
dlnce, that the prisoner bad, in the midst 
of the night, fled from the greaf Chamber 
of the Priory to the ^?^hurch, and there 

'-V ' 

sought refuge>at the sanc^ary, as if he 

N ^ 


j 
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di^adei punishment for ^me crime. They 
dwelt on .the disorder and emotion he^had 

betrayed^ the seeming consciousness of 

* • •* 

l^uilt, and the boldness and desperation, 

^ith which* he bacT accus^cf the Prior of 
having'tinlawfully possessedtchimtelf of the 
golden chain, i^iich he, this day in CoVirt, 
had thade the subject of accusation against 
him. This ch^in, they said, pertained to 
an «mulet, which had preserved their Pri¬ 
or s life from the dagger of the assassin;; 
on which chain the prisoner h^d, though 
standing apart at the sanctuary, so wrought, 
it being then in the" hands ,of certain 
brethren of the house, as to cause a paint* 
ing to appear, {hat was not there before. 

While this tale was telling, the Archbi¬ 
shop of Vbrk, wISfwas julr^urned fromj5: 
his visit to%ie Bishop of Coventry, tteH 
lying in %i’ievous sickness,o,had entered 

1 If 4 

thq Court, and taken his progpr place. He 
it was, who inquired, whether this golden 
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chain were at Iband; on which the high 
justicier orderei it should be jirqduced. 
Then, the Pirior, who pretended a wish to 
show it, drew it forth frSm his neck, and, 
it was carried to the King, wlv5^ ex^njined 
it, lodkiijg^ l<|pg on the painting •of that 
faif darne, the widow of iSie unfortunate 
fjlose within the rim of that pic- 
ture was drawn a little face, like u^to a 
cherub looking up» in peace, to the t<ady, 
who seemed to smile upon him, in tender 
aifectiun. ^ The Archbishop, when he pe- 
rused the picture, was w onderly struck 
both with the reseidblance to the shadow 

• t 

had seen in the hall, and with that of 
the fkii* dame, which had been *thcre pre¬ 
sented in the pageant.^ 

The Kinrf,'Poking again updh the pic¬ 
ture, acknowdedged the llkeB&iss, and then 
summoning the Baron to his sjd^, showed 
him the portrait, and put the chain into 
fais hands; who, having ^rec'eived it on liis 
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knee> rose up, and withdrew to a window, 

• 

the better to examine it. Thither &1- 
1 

lowed him the eyes of the Archbishop and 

I 

rthe Prior, but each with different interest 
and motiye^for watchfulness. My Lord of 
York observed the chain to tremJJe in its 
holder’s hand;^ and believed, that ^ Wood- 
reeve had spoken the truth. ». 

"I^e Prior saw, tliat the countenance of 
his associate was altered, and hoped tliat 
he would be resolute, during the wholes. 

i 

trial; each was contented, in his own way, 
and awaited calmly what might follow. 
But, when the Baroii had gazed awhile, 
he became agitated. He seemed to sbri]||^, 

and, averting his face from the objeic^ he 

% 

contemplated, he h^ld it neaiiy at arm’s 
length. Then, he looked %^in, drawing 
the portrait nearer to' his sight, and then, 
again withdrew it, while a livid paleness 

c < 

ov^rspjread his countenance; he seented 
hardly dble^to support himself. 
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Then, as if regaining all his courage, be 

9 

left the window ; but, instead of^returnfaig 
the portrait to the King, he was convey- 
ing it to the Prior, when my Lord Arch¬ 
bishop cried out, ‘‘ My liordj this* HigK- 
ness, fiath not yet done .with that chain; 
give it intp the hands, from which you re¬ 
ceived it.” ^ 

Tlie Baron stopped; he seemed k) be 
angeredj and, half turning with a haughty 
' mien and frowning look, ^he pnswered, ^**1 
obey no command but the King’s.” 

On this the King, graciously smiling, 
said, I desire it of you.” • 

The Babon, immediately advancing to 
the Wate chair, dropped his ki4c^, and pre¬ 
sented the chayi; on veceiving which and 
looking again upon the j^ctur^ his High¬ 
ness spoke with surprise to the Bai'on, 
who bowed,,.ifith a disclaiming gesture, 
and said ayftfw words, which none nigh 
could hear; while Prince Edward, who 
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stood Olf ^the steps, below the King’s 
, chair, hi^ with a suspicious eye; 

for, yi^ig he was, he had . observed 
that in Ji™, which he liked not. And 
ribw *he saw with wonder, the earnest¬ 


ness, with which his father loolped' upon 
the picture; for he knew not, mat it 
showed the likeness of the knight, who 
had<appeared in the banquet-hall. 

Unknowingly, the Baron had touched 
the spring, which disclosed this portrait, 
and had shut up that of the. unhappy 
widow, Prince Edward looked again on 
the Baron, thinking, he jhad wrought some 
change in the picture^ leading to mis¬ 
chief and"design^i?d^^against the piisoh^^ 
whose cause his heart sfscretly inclii|te&, 
him. From^all jti^t he had seen^before, and 
on this day, he jhdgeS him to be innocent 
of evU. intention ; and ne h^ n^ failed to 
tell the King, his father, tfliilitely all his 
thoughts* 
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But hia Highness, whc^e understanding 

s' '■ * 

waS often baffled by his huiaoursand by 

the arts of cunning men; thought with 

, ' ■‘L f 

hVs son 111 this matter; and; he moreovev* 

'■i ’ 

suspected tlfis change in the. painting to 
be wfought by the merchant, or his agents, 
as* tli^'" Prior had before Affirmed; or by 
some new art of magic. Still his sight 
dwelt on that portrait, whose look of^quiet 
sadness so much remembered him of 
that, which the knight in the pageant l]|id 
shown, when departing frW his fam^y 
and his native shore. After long perusing 
the portrait, the Kin^ lifted his eyes from 
it, and beheld! once more before him, the 
f(^pa of that very knigh^ suqh as had ap- 

't' ^ r- 


peared on the steps of the dais. 

• * 

It was Ih truth the very inftge of this 

shadowed forth here iti miniature; the 

same ariibur, wo A in the s&me^way,' with 

vizor up, l|^d^the eyes showing that same 

solemn and resigned loc^, save that they 

- N 5 
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w^ere now fixed, somewhat stemljod the 
.King, it seemed as if his Highness wily 
]^rceiv^ this pc^on, while he sat motion- 
less, and, for pome moments, sfleht. 

Then herose, hastily, and command¬ 
ed, that the stranger should be secured! 
Vain command. Those, who heard4t, per¬ 
ceived not for whom it was ^designed; 
but ^looked upon each other with wonder 
and amazement: and many the]f:e were 
nfar him, who feared his Highness was 
stricken with sudden distemper. Whether 
the Archbishop saw aught, or only sus¬ 
pected the cause is not known; but he 
was observed to make "that holy gesture, 
which forpierly he had used in the greStter 
hall. The King, ^ith some anger, re¬ 
peated hi& command! but be whimi he 
would have seized, no more appeared. 

For awjiile,’ liis Highness see^d struck 
with dismay; he sat and coytged his eyes 
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Mfitb his ^and» reclining him in his chair. 
Hfen, imputing this appearance to tl^e 
smne art as the former, dread gave wa^ 
to indignation against i.he prisoner; and 
he resolved^ to have immediate justice 
donet; not only m punishment of past 
ojOfeudes, but to put an end to those de* 
ceits an J mischiefs, from which it seemed, 
that even his-self was not secured. Some- 
titues, too, he doubted wliether this man 


might not I)c an agent of his bitter ep- 
my, Lewellyn of Wale*s; by whose evil 
arts be had, as he deemed, been formerly 
robbed of that precious ring, which was 
to render him invincible in w ar. If this 
^ere so, the prisoner added to the guilt 
hf being a spy and a traitor, that of feign¬ 
ed agitations *and sorrow, touching a deed 

never committed. ^ 

' > 

Ordei^eing giten |hat 4he trial should 
immediate^^ proceed, the Baron ^de Blou- 
deville, who, while this image had re- 
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m^ined befo^ the Kkigi 'was busied ia 
another part of the ball, and thus escaped 
its influence, advanced to the chair, and 
received kgain the chain, with intent to 
deliver it to the Prior. Now, that which 
follows, was reported of many present in 
the court, with what truth I know not; 
but it is here faithfully related. 

No sooner had the Baron received into 

« 

his hand that golden chain, than the eyes 
of all near were fixed upon his robe. It 
was the same he wore on the night of 

4 

the banquet,^ and on which, when passing 
from the Kings chamber, through the 

* I 

brown gallery with the Prior, and meeting 
there the niarvellous stranger, three drops 

* II 

of blood had falleq. These had been partly 
erased; but they were now not unnoticed, 

^ ^ j" 1 

though none knew whence they came. 

No sooner had received th^ chain of 
tbe deceased knight, then each little drop 
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began to spre^, till that side of his gar* 
m€iit became covered, as it were, with 
crimson, seeming to maintain the notion, 
that is gone forth, th^t after some pro¬ 
longed presence of the n^urdejer, tJie^blood 

of tte deceased will become fresh again, 

® ^ * 

wherever it may be found, as if newly 
shed. 

The King, tis said, beheld this in si* 
lence, not knowing what it might mean, 
though guessing it to be some new device 
of sorcery. The Prior'remained in his 
place, with downward look; while the 
prisoner, in his, lifted up his hands to 
0^eaven.* 

My Lord Archbishop ^rose jnd turned 

f 

himself to his Highness ^s though he would 
address him; liut he did not. f rince Ed¬ 
ward’s looks were bent steadily ujion the 
Baron, aa were also .most of those, that 

^ 'I • 

composed the' King’s court, but no one^ 
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gpoke, each;'Awaiting for what another 

BUglit first say. There was a general cen^ 

" ■/ ♦ 

fusion and amazement in the hall, 
r The Baron his-self stood locking dou^ 
upon his gpinent, with the chain treinb- 
ling in his hand. How long he might have 
continued standing there'hone knew, bad 

V 

not the King’s voice reCaUed him from his 
trance, and bade him deliver the chain to 
the secretary at the table, there to remain, 
till the trial should conclude. He obeyed 
with looks, that seemed to say this com¬ 
mand foretold some diminution of favour; 
and, after his having delivered it, behold 
a new marvel; for that great crimson 
stain began to separate into three parts, 
and then to and fade away, till it 

wholly disappeared, leaving his robe bright 
and rich as before. 

Then there wa#^ general tumult and 
otttoy in the court, of, “justice, justice! 
the pp^ner hath spoken the tnith! The 
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chffln of the deceased hatb iiorne witness 
against the Baron, the Baron de Blon- 
deviQe.” 

• At these words, the Baron seSned to re¬ 
cover all his spirit; he tl^rew § danc^ ofdn- 
dignatiqp round the court, and then, walk¬ 
ing firmly up to'^the King, did homage, and 
remainecf on his knee, ready to plead 

for protection, when the tumult should 

« • * * * 

subside. Again my Lord, the Archbislmp, 

turned towards his Highness, calmly await¬ 
ing the return of silence*. I'he Prior also 
stood up, and was haranguing, with vehe¬ 
ment gesticulation, though no one could 

• • 

hear a single word he uttered. But the 
poor merchant, having seen this second 
marvellous sign in his^j^vour, testified no 
presumptuous * joy; he had, sank down, 
overcome with humble gratilude, unable 

'Si 

diber to speak, or to Ifted a tear. 

In vain thelKing raised his arm on high, ^ 
and his chief justicier* stood up, with 
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stern countenance, to restotg^order; eacli 
individual spect^^r followed the prompt- 
ings of his own thoughts, and uttered 
them without'scruple, though scarcely any 
one qjuW 1)& heard. And thua it went, for 
some time, till divers, of the crowed,'with¬ 
out the hall, hearing th^ sbmeihing ex- 

I 

traordinary uas passing within, pressed 

f 

forward to the court, so that those sitting 
there became afraid for their live§, and. the 
King s guards were called upon to do their 
duty, which they at last performed, with 
no small difficulty; 

At this sq flagrant a breach of good 

* 

ffiaviour in the King s court and in his veiy 
presence, ?iis Hfghness was much moved, 


and he willingly attributed"it to the ma]^ 
nant passibns of pride and jealousy^ 
ed against the Baron de Blondevilli^rl^ 


was doubly obnoxfbus, as being a stranger 

N 

by birth and,exalted by favour. So his 


Highness became' more warmly attached to 
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his cause than before, and iri^ resolute to 
project him against th(^i^teif force of his 
enemies. Silence being at last restored, his 
llighness bade the Baron Blondeville 
‘^Rise^ and fear not; for*justisQ shWlfover¬ 
fake \ho guilty.” The .Archbishop liked 
nol the King’s ^rown, as he spoke these 
words, and he gat down disdainfully, with¬ 
out uttering what was in lus mind. . 

Not SQ the Prior of Saint Mary’s, who 

had been impi|tiently watching for the mo- 

. • * 

ment, w|jen he might be heard, and who 
now boldly cried out, “ My Lord Archbishop, 
will you^now’^ credit the tn^th that is be¬ 
fore you ? Will you now deny the power 
of sorcery ? Here, in thb very^court, this 
false accuser has upwarily bejrayed his 
guilts; here, in the face of jultice, exer¬ 
cising his art, with a view to deprive the 
Baron de Blondeville both of hpnour and 
of life, be has made evident tte truth of my 
accusation against himself. You yourself, 
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have now witnessed, that a ^)ell is in that 
chain, wh^K his presence lias put in move¬ 
ment, and you can no longer qti^ion 
what I have aelated of yesternight, or of 
hib iTMitive .fa<r exercising hi| infamous art. 
He has caused these to appear in 


the chain, that he may claim it &r his de¬ 
ceased kinsman s*, who, he pre^e^ds, was 
murdered, that by this circumstance he 
may prove the extravagant and ridiculous 
diarge he has fabricated ag|inst me. By 
the s^e arts of sorcery, exercised upon the 
Barones robe, he lii^oiild confirm the other 
slander he ha»s uttered—^tjbat against the 
Baron de Blondeville; and, by connecting 
this second marvel^with the first, he would 
fain makq it appear,, that the Baron and 
myself were confederated in the 
C3ime. But, in so doing, he has^ prwed 
nothing but the fierce .^of his spells and 
of his malice, and has turned them un- 
wittingly against'hiinself akme, since his 
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Hjlghuess canit^^be deceive^* My Lord 
Archbishop, will you deiy the pow^ 
of sorcery ?” 

*When he had ceased, the Xrchbishop 
rose with cafui and dignified ^uifteuance, 
as pfVoie. holds the,, balance in his 

^ *’*•'> ij*'' 

o\>n han&; ana,' Without deigning to no¬ 
tice the l^rjior, he called ppon the justicier 
to put an end to this irregular proceeding, 
and to mejkc the trial go on. It was only 
in submisision |o the Kin^, that this disor¬ 
derly interruption had been permitted by 
the High Justicier, his Highness having 
given him a sign, that the l^rior should be 
heard; but now he willingly .resumed his 
duty. However, the wdtds p& the Prior 


had not been in vain for, th^ took effect 

up^,,the minds <ff many in Ih^ court, to 

t " 

the firejudice of the poor merchant, and to 


a confirmation of hpthl^arges against him, 
that of Wcery, and that of attempted as- 
sassination. And thus it seemed, that the 
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Tejy marvel^r which frflt.made against 
die Baron^ being now wa^ed and twikted 
by the so crafty Prior, was likely to end in 

t ' 

the j)rison^’s ruin. 

'Tfeeil, t]te merchant his-self was ex- 

mnined; but the truth which hei told, of 

> '.V' 

the Prior having come to him and olfc#d 


him liberty, ap^j^eared less plausible than 
his accuser’s falsehood. That he should 
have hesitated to accept the fr<?edora 
thus offered, few could credit; jet the tes- 
timony of the wayte, seemed to suppmt 
Woodrecve’s story, which, had he been suf¬ 
fered to proceed, would^ have been fmther 
proved by his account of the many secret 
ways, through which he was conducted» 


and which were so little known, thatch 
hardly any other ,means than thqgl^ 
experience, could ^e have b^n 

il'-, , 

quainted with theni. But, when he began 
of that d^r iii the Constable’s great 
i^hniber, whidi ted into those passages dP 
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the" walls and covert windings, down 
intd the port-culHs room, and to^ those hid¬ 
den vaults below, he was suddenly check- 
eS in his story. Those, who willed not, 
that these ^secrets, and, •partly safeguards 


of th& oastle, should be, made publi^, de- 

^ ' s ^ 

nied that there w^re'such; and, feigning to 


be weary gf so^ long-wii|ding a tale, they 
brought it to a speedy conclusion, by.com- 

• - i! • 

manding the prisoner to be less tedious 
and to account for his appearance in the 


Prior’s cjjaraber, which surely was not in 


the castle, but in the Priory. Now, how 


could he/ully do so, but by .tracing out all 
his steps thither ? And this" he was for- 

bidden to do; and he cduld net but see, 

* 

that he should be rqgolutely contradicted 
by those, who, if they^b^d no i^fheert with 
his enemies; fancied they were required by 
duty to tell a falsehood—as if any duty to 
maa could require thi^t! Being then, for^ 
bidden to take this course, he only related, 
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thiit, having Mowed the Prior into a sub-" 
terraneous, way under the castle-ditch, 
hoping it would lead him to the forest, his 

w 

life had beeii threatened by the Prior, on 
hfa' dJscoverhig and claiming . that ver)’ 
golden chain, which had been ?h6wn this 
day in court. He further told, that, h^- 
ing escaped from ^ the uplifted dagger, he 
had fl:jd along ^hat avenue, which brought 
him to the Prior’s chamber, \vhence he 
had again been compelled to fly ftom pur¬ 
suit, tyhich had scarcely permitted him 
even the rights of sanctuary. 

While the prisoner was telling this part 
of his story, the most profound silence 
reigned thibughout that hall, w;here latelyv 
not one voice could be, heard from an- 

r- " * 

other; nay, hardly the trumpet of the' 
King’s guard, amidst the stormy multi.>^ 
,tude. Many, while they listened, foua^ 
inchning' to the merchant’s 
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cause; and some would entirely believe^ 
thaf he had spoken only the truth. 

Amongst the latter, ^ were the young 
Prince Edward and the venerable Arch- 
bishop—ingefluous youth and:« discerning 
age. 'Always, indeed, had the conscien¬ 
tious sagacity of the Archbishop inclined 
him to Wqpdreeve’s cause; and what he 
had heard formerly^ and lalfely at Coven¬ 
try, respecting the Prior, confirmed his 
oj^on. He knew also enough of the 
ways, employed by some in those times to 
procure riches, to be incredulous of the 
strange history of this Priors whose unac¬ 
countable wealth had procured for him his 


jj^resent rank from the Topes fegate. 

Others present therp were, Who, though 
but too well acquainted with the lawless 
and desperate manners of those days, yet 


refused to acknowledge, that a men of the 
Prior’s office and rank could be guilty of 
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the crime. Amongst those, who inplined 
to the prisoner, were some of the jttry; 
when now there came linto court, one 
Aaron, a JeV of Lincoln. He came In' 
not hy accidentbut, as sdme shrewdly 
guessed, was sent by those, who,r.,knowing 
the man, and bis way of trade, designed 
to make him an instrument on this oc* 
casioQ* 

• I 

The business, that first brought him to 
Kenilworth, was to pay the Queen that 
usual surplus of a King’s fine, called “ Au- 


rum Reginae.” This man had been heavily 
fined; and, it is said, for haying falsi¬ 
fied a charted However this might be, 
he had nww ‘to' pay, to the Queen alonp, 
about six hundred iparks; in present pay¬ 
ment for Which sum, her rfighness took of 
him a transfer of a deed, by which this Jew 
held in pahvn of John Vavasour, the manor 

* ^ T 

of Hazlewood, which that ancieni Ihiiii]^ 
bad held />f the de Perci^, even in the 
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Conqueror’s reign. The deed, thus rescu¬ 
ed hy the Queen from the Jew,^ who had 
witliheld it, tliat he might extort for it 
‘at! exorbitant sum, by^her returned 
to the same ‘John, on bis pf»yang' to Ifer 
the rdievsed sum of six, hundred marks. 
Jiilt: this ciitumsti^ce is here related only, 
that it may ajjpear what sort of person 
this Jew was, on whose word might proba¬ 
bly (tepcnd the life of an innocent man. 
Now, this Aaron, when he came into the 
hall, and^w^as produced as a witness, de¬ 
sired to see that same golden cl^^in, worn 
of the Prior and s>yom to.of the mer- 

• ft 

chant, as having been about the neck of 
his deceased kinsman, at *tlte ^tilne of the 
' murder. 

i'* 

.On this, the Prior, looking‘hardly at 
the Jew, feigned to remember him, sav- 
ing, as he delivered up the chdin, You 
should ^ow it well; for, if I err not, it 
was of you that I purchased it. I was 

VOL. II. 0 
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then returning from a prilgrimage^to the 
shrine of Saint Hugh, at Lincoln.” 

“ You are right,” quoth the Je?v ; ‘‘ this 

t 

ciiain, I rernmber me, I sold to you ‘foi' 
fifty nlfarks- of gold, some five or six years 
back. You were not then Prior of Saint 
Mary's, but a brother gf Coventry.” 

“ Behold !” said the Prior, “ one who 
can. bear tesi imony against the false story 
of the prisoner. Let an oatth be adminis- 
tered unto him.” 

“ He is a Jew !” cried out a voice ; “ his 
oath may not be taken.’' 

“ The law is against it,” said another ; 
“ but who may prevent his word being 
credited?” , 

The Prior then demanded of him whe¬ 
ther he*^ remembered any paintings con¬ 
cealed in the chain ? and the Jew replied, 
that th^re were no-paintings, when he sold 

r 

it to him; but to the chain itse^ he could 
swear, if he wfire permitted to do- so. He 
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had I^ught it of a goldsmith of London, 
theif living in Chepe; it was of ^fine gold, 
and of the best tvorkindnship; for that 
•cifizen of London had in his workshop 
one Giocondi,* a Florentine, \^ijo \Vas fh- 
inons for^sucli things; and by him was it 
i»ftfle. With those fine platings, he should 
have valued the whole at not less than one 
hundred marks. 

Here again was a contention, whether 

4 

the oath of a Jew could l^e received; some 

• • 

saying the law was against it; others, 
that, when King John^ reign ended, that 

law had ceased. And thus it went,-for 

• • 

some time, till the King, rising from his 
chair, commanded that an* oath should he 
administered, and this was done, after the 
Archbishop had obtained of the cAurt, that 
the oath to be taken of the Jex^ should not 

be such as we swear. Then the Archbishop, 

* < 

turning ^towards the Prior,' demanded of 
what house , in Coventry * he had been a 

o 2 
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brother, and at what time he had pur¬ 
chased the chain. 

“At the time of my pilgrimage to 
Saint Hugh,' of Lincoln,” answered the 
Pder; “ th^n I .purchased 'that chain of 
Aaron.” * ’ 

“ Of what hou$e where you a brother 0” 
repeated the Archbishop sternly. 

“ Of SaintJ-iNicholas.” 

“Of what order.”—Qf the benediQtine.’' 

“ I know not of any house at Coventry, 
that is both of that name and order,” ob¬ 
served the Archbishop. 

“ I said not I was of Coventrv,” replied 
the Pnor. 

“ Youi friend has said wged the 
Archbishop, “ and till now, you have not 
contradicted him.” ’ 

“ The Jew is mistaken,’^ said the Prior; 

1 know not that he is my friend; if he 
were so, in trowth, he would have been 
better acquainted with my former abode.” 

“Answer, without further evasion,” said 
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the Archbishop, “and tell to what town 
and brotlierhood you belonged ali the time 
of your pilgrimage.” 

“I was then of the Priory, of Saint 
Nicholas, in Exeter.” 

“Youi's.was a long pilgrimage,’' said 
^fUe Archbishop, fixing his eyes attentivdy 
uix)n the Prior.# . 

My Lord Bishop said jfot more; but 
listened constantly to the further evidence 
of this Aaron, which went*hard against 
the merchant, touching the matter of the 
chain, and when one, who pleaded for 
the PrioB, drew up each pai!49|cular of the 
prisoner's talc, suc'h as he had his-self re¬ 
lated it, matiy improbable circumstances 
appeared, on the face#of it. To those un¬ 
acquainted with his enemies’ true history 
and character, there seemed to be little 

motive for his pttempt to lead away Wood- 

• 

reeve from his prison, to give him liberty, 
if that were in trowth the end he had in 
view, when he was said to have conducted 
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him from the tower; and, if^that not 
his end, and he had ^designed to jirevent 
any discovery of, his a^n former guilt. 
Iiy the assassination of the merchant, why, 
said they, d^d he pass ov(?r the opportunity, 
afforded by that avenue described by the 
prisoner himself, as so secret and remote. 
To these persons tliere appeared neiilier 
causc^ sufficieni to have urged the- Prior 
to draw forth a poniard with intent to 
kill, nor, having *done so, any motive to 
restrain his hand, in a place so convenient 
to his purpose. 

For Woodreeve, when he related that 
the Prior appeared horror-struck at the 
moment of aiming the dagger, had not 
explained the cause of this, noi* did he 
hisrself knbw it, though by it his life had 
been saved. Neither, if he had known and 

*' A 

related it, would they, in all likehood, have 
heeded him; but it was afterwai’ds sup¬ 
posed, that the I^rior, at that dangerous 
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momenfe had been awed by the appearance 
of tlie deceased knight. ^ 

These coiiside^tions, ^t(^ether with the. 
evidence of the Jew> at las*t determined 


the jury against the poor m»j^chaTit^ who 
was aSjiadgc'd guilty of having atteni]>ted 
life (jf tlie Pnor and of having prac-, 
tisqd arts gf sQrcciy, which, it was sup¬ 
posed, had been made visiljle this d?iy, in 
open court. 

On this verdict, many made known their 
satisfactign, and approached the Baron 
de Blondeville, and the Prior, with joyful 
words. ,15iit there was no^ one to shed 
a tear with the prisoner, or who dared to 
show him any sign of syn!j)ath\% 

My Lord Archbislyip seemed much dis¬ 
posed to do so; for, his countenance ex¬ 
pressed grave displeasure, when all was 
joy around him. Even the snglcs of the 
King could not move him to any show *of 
accordance. It became'plain he thought 
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the condemned person innocent; and, per¬ 
haps, he suspected, that the witnesses and 
even the jury had been unduly practised 
with; hilt of this he spoke nothing. 
Priace 'Edward, «too, seemed not well 
pleased with this tji*ansaction ; foiV’his eyes 
were sometimes sternly fixed on the Prior, 
and even on the Baron Jiimself, whose 
heart .was no\4 at who stood on the 
steps of the King’s chair, cap in hand, dis¬ 
coursed to by his Ilighness. 

But there was one present in t|;ie court, 
though unseen, ^ whose joy did equal his. 
This was the Lady-baroness, his fair Inide, 
who, from a gallery on high, concealed 
from view fcy a Mttice-work, had anxious¬ 
ly watched all, which^ passed in court, and 
now, that ^the honour of her lord was 

rescued from what she had been taught 

<■ 

to think wjsls but the malice of a secret 
enemy, she had nearly sunk under the 
tumult of the contrary feelings of joy for 
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one, and pity for the unhappy instrument 
of t^c other. 

'Woodreeve, weighed down frith grief 
ayd despair, was led lilack.to his prison 
through a cyirious and busy crowd, too 
many ^ of them willing to see* him suffer 
deyth with*out delay, eager for some new 
spectacle.* But his sentence was postpon- ^ 
ed, during tlie King’s pleasure, who, well 
contented with the venlict,*meant not that 
the dreadful infliction should take place, 
till after his own departure' f^m Kenil¬ 
worth ; fed thus the courts broke up; 
Woodreeve to liis prison-tower, there to 
await h#! fate; the Prior to’his home, se¬ 
cretly to exult in the success of his wicked 
wiles, and to plot new ones; the Arch¬ 
bishop to bis iihambd', there to meditate 
alone; the Baron, to rejoice with the 
unsuspecting Lady Barbara; the King to 
refresh himself, and the whole* Court tp 
talk over what had passed; and to pre- 

o5 
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pare them for the diversioxis and merri¬ 
ment appointed for the approaching even- 
iinsuit!able as they were, at this time. 

* 4 . * 

The mffrcha^it, When he had once more 
taken possession of his solitary turret, de- 
sired means wherewith to send a letter 
to his wife—for he could write—that she, 
now at distance, and in daily expectation 
of his return,' might somewhat pre- 
pared for his fate. " But, even this poor 
request was denied him, under pretence, 
that it w^ feared he might work, with 
unlawful characters in the blaclf' art, fur- 
ther evil against those he had accused, or 
those, who had the custody of hini. 

While the trjal had teen proceeding 
in the White Hall, the Queen, with many 
noble ladies attending, went into the Hall 
of Banquet, to» view the shields of the 

i 

knights, candidates for prizes in a touma- 
inent, which had been appointed for the 
morrow; and tl\ere a strange accident 
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happened. Th^j shields were hung in ar¬ 
ray,^ round this gorgeous hall, and the 
banner of each knight waved# over his 
^ shield. An officer of a^ms attegded, who 
called aloud to whom each shield belong- 

• (f ^ 

ed, with the name and full •rttlcs df T:he 
owner; lhat, if any lady had cause of 
^'complainfr, against any knight-candidate, 
she might touch his shield ;i and, without * 
aid of words, this action whs sufficient to 
cause that shield to he taken from its 
place; that, if, on incjuiry, there were 
reason to# suppose him guilty any Savi¬ 
our derogatory to the honour of chivaby, 
his nani£ might.; be (*rased from amongst 
those of the candidates, and himself ail- 
judged unworthy to brcalc a lahce on the 
field. 

There was now in the hall a gfeat display 
of shields; for, besides.the many nobles and 
knights of the.realm of Englandf who had 
entered their names for the lists, there 
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were kj^ights, drawn hither ffrom aU quar¬ 
ters ; some from France, some from Scot- 

t 

land, and <>ome from Germany. Amidst 
this show pf shields, which had been her^ 
for some days, and which had not been 

It, , 

disturbed bj ^ the late tri^ three spaces 

I 

on the walls betwtyed, that three’ knights 
had been already accused. To many, who 
looked upon these vacanckis, the blanks 

i 

there 'seemed plead for those whose 
shields had been cOridernned; when, per¬ 
haps, their enemiee could not have proved 
aught against them, had .they been ac¬ 
cused in any other manner. The Baron 
de Blondeville’s was not one of th?se pro¬ 
scribed shields. 

Now, it happened, during this visit of 
very many ladies, that o«^ amongst 
went from^shield to shield, examining ^ 

4 * 

bearings%i each, witl/^ut awaiting the'due 
progress of the herald, in ^is course^ of 
explanation, around the walls. Looking 
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deliberately at‘every shield, she st^d still 
befijre several, and seemed ta meditate. 
Meanwhile, the singularity of hfer conduct 
aiid appearance drew* the; atljention of 


many persoijs. She was not 'habited in 
the fashion oP^ the court, or in any dress 
of. ceremony, but wore’ a mourning robe 
and a veil, that flowed to her feet, l)ut this 


had been hfteef, while she Was examining 
the shields, and e\Tn nowfiartly betrayed 
her face. She Avas not of the court, nor 


was she known of any of those, who gave 
attentiorf to her; yet had she an air of 
distinction and of graceful else, with, as 
some thought a foreign aspect; and each, 
who knew her not, supposed she w^as 
known of some other, and had good right 
to be there; pci^iJipsf,, the sister of one of 
the foreign knights. 

Her beauty was fl^ed, yet seemed she 
young, and slie had a look of Sorrow and 
of wildness, too, that touched the hearts 
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of many, that beheld her. ^ By her o\tn 
thoughts she was so much enwrapt, that 
she observed not how much she was no¬ 
ticed, though ; indeed little was said, hejr 
Highnes? the Queen being pre,sent. 

When thfc herald came , to the shield 
of the Baron de Blondeville, ^hich was 
blazoned high, with all his new‘honours, 
he called forth'‘loudly his n^me'’and titles. 
Then,'on a suMen, this lady seemed to 
know where she was and what she came 
there for. With grave air, yet confident, 
walking up the hall, she stayed her steps 
before his shield, and examined it deli- 
berately, the herald somewliat lingering 
the while. Having so stood, some little 
space, she bent her head, and, covering 
her eyes with her Veil, she seemed to 
weep. 

Then, lifting up Jtey veil she stepped 
towards thb shield, and touched it, look- 

I 

•ing at the -herald, as she did so; but she 
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spcflce not one jsv^ord. And this suffi¬ 

cient, as the custom went. Immediately, 
the officer at arms advanced, to take down 
shield from the wall,* which ^|e did not 
without some^ difficulty. 

The Queen, seeing wliat w'^Rs done, and 
th§it it was the Baron* de Blondcville’s 
shield, that was displaced, inquired who 
was the lady, that had caused its disgrace. 
But no one could tell, and'shie had already 
left the hall, well contented with wdiat 
had been done. Then her Highness, blam¬ 
ing the herald for his speed, commanded, 
that the steps of this fair accuser should 
be followed, and her name'and rank de¬ 
clared, tb^t it might appear now wliether 

• • 

her act were wmrthy to take so much ef- 
feet, and, afterwardsnvhether she had just 
cause of grief and complaint. ^And, until 
these things, or soini»,< of them, should be 
known, she bade the herald ileplace the 
shield on the W’^all. - ^ 
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So the Lord-Marshall of#England, ^viio 
was attending upon her Highness, was 
then compelled to speak; and he said, 
with subiijission, that might not be done^; 
the laws of chivalry forbidding, unless by 
especikl command’ of the King. So her 
Highness let that pass, well* linowing, 
that the King would order the ^shield to 

- ' I 

be replaced, eiftcept insurnlountable cause 
should appear against it. And then, 
having viewed the remaining shields, she, 
with all that f coilipany ol'noble ladies, 
withdrew. 

But this accident caused* much mar- 
veiling in the court, many thinking it 
was occasioned by some new pjfence of 
the Baron, and that a great deal yet re¬ 
mained to be told ^against him; others, 
that the unknown lady was the wido% 
of the Knight, who, it was said,' liad ijfeen 
slain by him; and that she kad not gone 

t 

away, so far, or so fast, but that her name 
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might be easily learned by the heralds, 
if they were more fully ordered to dis¬ 
cover it. Others, who *held the Baron 
innocent, said this was only some new de¬ 
vice of his enemies; and#that,«f any «ifch 
female really appeared in the hall, she 
^haiTdoubtless got out of the reach of dis¬ 
covery, into, some sufficient,,though near 
concealment. 

The King, soon as he heard the report 
of this adyenture, comm^md(jd, that strict 
search sh 9 uld be made for the lady-ac¬ 
cuser ; and tfeit, nu^anwhilc, the Baron s 
shield should be restored to it# place, un¬ 
stained by suspicion ; there to “remain un- ■ 
til the morrow’s tournament, or ftntil sui*er 
cause should appear fof'Vemovitig it. 

This night, his Highness kep^state, not 
in the liallfbut in the great chamber; my 
Lord, the Archbishop, being ever at his 
right hand, whose gravity s^med not. to 
yield, for one moment, to all the mirth 
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arottfld him. In trowth, he was not a 
man to Ije capable of festive enjoyment, 
when a fellow’-cr^ature had been recently 

1 , r • 

condemned to wretchedness, had he even 
thf.iight hwe ; but he thought not 

so. On all that, passed, hejJooked with 
ef|iral eye, and said little, answgiring 
when his Highness spoke%.to Jiim. Some 
thouglit 1^ looked w ith displeasure on 
that extravagant pomp, which was here 
displayed in evefy thing^vlrt; a time, when 
the King had little in his confers, 4 nd 
knew not well how to fill thejn. 

With tftis.King Henry it was^ever so, 
on the score of money; good a» he was, 
on many' other' points, he ever lived for 
the .present hour, at^jl suffered the next to 
shift for C'tself. His^ brother, mf Lord of 
Cornwall, did otherwise; lie took ' good 
care to gather up some of what he saw so 
bountifully Jittered; and tolkeep it safe 
for bis own purposes in time to come. 
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He* had both cooler heart $xid head than 
King*Henry; who spared neither trouble 
nor money, to advance hijpi to the height, 
which he had olitained for Kim, ^and had 
caused him to be chosen^Kingijjf the,Ro¬ 
mans, &ltho])gh he had opce nearly raised 
iJAiellioi^, with no better motive than 
that he wished fo possess the manor of 

lierkhainstead; and so no mo®e of ^uch 

• • • 

matters. Only those, wlio attributed the 
Archbishop’s nqt^ than wonted gravity, 
to the w^teful magnificence, which was 
then displaying itself before him, did not 
reach the^ whole course of his so thought¬ 
ful inoodi* 

It was, ahove all, the weabness of the 

King, which subjected him to the sway 

of designing rn®n, aUd to be drawn aside 

from the administration of justice, that 

alarmed and grieved the bishop, ^nd, this 

» 

day, he thought he had bSSbld in him, a 
striking instance of blindfless to the cause 
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of the oppressed. He knew, better thian 
any one, the efforts he had made to ^arri 
the King against |he Prior of St. Mary’s; 
and to persua*de him, it was quite as pos-* 
sibkcttie ^aron ^e. Blondeville should be 
guilty of one «rime, as the; prisoner of 
another; so that his Highness §houldHSs- 
ten, without prejudice, to^what appeared 
on either ride; but he could not so per- 
suade. 

Now, before the Archbishop had left 
Kenilworth for Coventry, the had 

been so far influenced by his advice, that 
he had promised lo postpone the .intended 
trial of the merchant, till som^^ further 
light should^ be'thrown upon so extraor¬ 
dinary an accusatioq, and one mide with 
astonishing hardihood; ana it was chiefly 
to obtain this information from the Bishop 
of Coventry, that his good brother \yent 
sb, hastily thither; but it was of a boot¬ 
less hope. The Bishop and the Prior 
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there knew little of the character, or the 

* 

fomfer history of the Prior of Kenilworth; 
what they could comrai^icate, confirmed 
* tlie former suspicions of the 'Arcftbishop. 

This day, when the tfial ended,* he 
had despatched a messejfger to the Prior 
of^aint JJicholas, in Eijeter, to learn whe¬ 
ther he knew ayght of the J^rior of Saint ’ 
Mary’s; and whether the Pi^or had spoken 
the truth, when he said, that he had been 
a brother of the Benedictine Priory,' of 
that nanje, in that city. Yet the great 
distance to be travelled through difficult 
roads, niade it ^doubted whether his mes¬ 
senger'would return, during any delay, 
which he might have sifffictlift influence 
to obtain of tlie King, in counteraction to 
that of the B&ron de Blondeviile and the 
Prior; whoj for their own, supposed se¬ 
curity, might be urging, unceasingly, for 
speedy sentence upon their accitser. 

If the Archbishop, on* this night, looked 



SlO* (iASTON DE BLONDEVILLE. 

f 

sad in this courtly chamber, so did «ot 
the-Baron de Blondeville. He had* now 
regained all the ;gaiety of his nation and 
age; an!l ddnced a measure to the jby- 
ancci oV al^g, present; the. Queen and her 
ladies declaring,their admiration Ho the 
Baroness. Then,, was there solpinn danc¬ 
ing of many^lords and noble dames; the 
King’s five harjpers playing the while. 

Prince Edward, with the Baroness de 
Blondeville, ^erf^med a bass-dance, to the 
noise of the harps only. And Jhen, find¬ 
ing himself oppressed with his mantle, 
which was of velvety thiddy embroidered, 
and besides heavily guarded with, ^Id lace, 
he impatiently Ihrew it off, and danced a 
round right merrily in his jacketii to the 
sound of dihe recorders, arid to the great 
diversion of |he King and Qufen. Whicu 
dance being ended, the Prince brought 
Kif fair partner in his hand, up to the 
Queen, who said' Inany gracious things to 
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her; and, certes, for eith^* high.or solemn 
danping, there was none that excelled her. 

f 

After the dancing, Richard, the King’s 
•rnhistrel, sang to the harp one''of Mais- 
ter Henry’s ‘best ballads, wdiich Were .so 
bright tiand cheering, raising up the spirits 
anfi»the laughter of all present; and this, 
if it flowed not from the famous Helicon, 
certes, it might be supposed to have come 
thence, and all held that it well deserved 
the butt of sack, which his Highness had 
lately bestowed upon him. 

There was not any banqueting, or late 
wassailling, this night in the tuill; for, on 
the monrow was to be the great ,tourna- 

' j- 

ment, and the most suraptuoMS feasting 
yet givjen; and every one %as ^nvilling to 
prepare for il? by taking an ,early rest 
And thus, after Ypocras, and wafers had 
been served, with the usual state, the 
JCing and Queen avoided the Great Cham¬ 
ber, for that night, followed by a goodly 
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of estates and geniiils. Each ide- 
parted to his own bower; some to <^ink: 
on what; had .passed this day; others to 
forget that tsuch a day had been; dad 
others hgaii}^ to watch for that, whicli was 
to come; since joy, or the h^po« of it, 
often makes the young as wakefuV as, 
habitual ca;pe doth the ^ed; and many 
there were, whom delightsome exj)ectation 
of the finery and pomp they should dis¬ 
play, or behold, to-morrow, kept ^sleepless, 

r • ‘ ^ » 

till the wayte had piped the third watch 

I 

and longer, Knights and- esquire^^ lovers 
.and ladies,.country folk, serving-men and 
waiting-women, many a one ; and all im¬ 
patiently looked for the coming hour; but 
specially ,tte. ^^ng knights thought hqw 
they should triumph, in all the pride 
prowess, befpre their courted fair ,ones; 

4 * * 

and doubted not, that the happiness of 
t}\eir whole lives depended upon the com¬ 
ing day. 
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And thus the prompt feelings of yimth 
ga^» shape and colour and consequence 
to small circumstances,^ wrought into vi- 
^idns of their own imaginationr; •all Vivid 
and expansive now, but whiclf whuld* be 

dim android and contracted, as their sun 

• • 

shduld decline. But woe to him, who 
would have taught them to detect these, 
bright illusions, which belong to youth, as 
do the golden lights and songs of joy to 
morning 1 Woe to him, who would have 
set before their eyes the severe form of 
experience, and have reduced the gaieties 
of their boundless hope to the piany chec- 
quered scene of real existence ! All in its 
season, comes the noon-tide ray,.and melts 
the beauteous visions of th^;;i^rning; all 
in its season, comes the dvfehin|; ray, when 
lengthened shadows fall on the long land- 
scape—when the purple cloud loses its 
gplden edge, and the world below sinks 
into shade, which leads again to the bright 
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tints of dawn—to'tiie brighter, oh! how 
much brighter tints of a cloudless an^ li" 
mitless ■ Are we, who would de- 
ranj^e thi^; order, and cast the hue of twi¬ 
light befol^^thc morning or^he noon-tide 
sun, better sighted than the Wisdom and the 
Beneficence which have ordained it other¬ 
wise ? We may watch and r^ulate—to do 
this is our duty; and let us neither fjmit it 
by careless and total indulgence, nor spare 
*our vigilance by total proscriptiongra¬ 
dually we may prepare the mind for the 
great truths, that time will .cast over the 

thousand h\ies of hope and joyance; and 

* 

gradually a sense of the vanity arid no¬ 
thingness of this fleeting part of an eter¬ 
nal existence, instead of being a.- melan¬ 
choly, wijl be a complacent perception, 
more than reconciling us t^.the shortness 
of its imperfect joys and deeply consoKng 
us for its sorrows. 



THE SEVENTH DAY. 



*rHE' SEVENTH DAY. 

^ • f * 

He HE WAS *a drawing of a fi^ld of tournament, 
bordering dn the lake, beyond which nppeafed the 
towers and lake of Kenilworth. A j)rocession,'of 
knights^ before a lady, dra^vn in a stately car, was 
moving round the field, trumpOwers ,on horseback' 
going l^efore them, and dancing'’' figures following. 
On the opposite side of, the lawn, other knights 
appeared at a barrier, on whom seemed directed 
the chief attention of ,the company in the numerous 
tents and galleries around; whK^it^d up, and leaned 
over one another, in their eagernessj^to View what 
was passing, or approaching. 

Below, on the margin, stood a. King crowned, 
in his robes, designed for King Henry; for it bore 
resemblance to his image in brassy: placed on his 
monument in'the Abbey of . Saint Peter, called the 
West MiiLster. 



THE SEVENTH DAY.* 

» -/ V 


But, before rehersing the events pf this 
day, let us not forget the night, which the 
poor merchant passed in^his prison. There, 
when all noise? i|i the castle had ceased, 
and sleeps as he thought, rested on every 
eye save his own, it wa^ s$gd he heard, 
at first, sounds of the most mournful warn- 

'i- 

ing, and, afterwards^i^ others so ‘Sweet pass¬ 
ed by his turret, as seemed to remember 
him, that not* for any crime Ajas he con¬ 
demned, but for the'grief and generous 
indignation, which had urged him to point 
out *the murderer of his friend and k^- 
man. It seemed as if the image of that 
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fnend stood before him, not* wounded, and 
with face of wretchedness, such as of ^ate 
his memory had been hi^nted with, btit 
with look (jf heavenly peace and kindness. 
Woodreeve knew tibis image .was only in 
his fancy; yet, as‘the sounds went by, it 
seemed to sf^nd more clearly there, ajr.d 
to smile on him #ith so benign a feeling, 
as imparted hope and comfort to his heart. 

r 

He wejit, but not in suffering sorrow; 
his tears were now such as hush the mind 
in deepest stillness, and strengthen and 
refresh it, like as the dev of heaven the 
withered herb> 

The day of this great tournay, to which 
the King l^^ad iijvited lords and gentils, 
far and wide, was now come; and all was 
bustle and expectation in the castle and 

I 

country round. It was a pleasant day 
to behold, and most fresh and swee^t was 
th(^ forest-air to those, who came pf^nting 
through it, and delightsome were those 
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shades of groen and andj^^^orange- 
tawney, that over canopied th^way, and 
seemed. in sta|^ moiirnfulnejijs to bid 

V ‘ **4, 

.fi^rewell to summer. The redbreast, pip¬ 
ing his lone)y song aiilciongst the, leaves^ 
seemed to have stolen • their *livery, and 

® I 

hardly could he be distiifguialied imm 

beechen Ibowb, on w'faic% he sat. Thas 

stood the teech, the elm aild chesnut, tht* 

slender ash, and lordly plane. Not so, 

with mark of past prime,stood the oak; 

warrior of win|er5—he ^et stretched forth 

his mighty limbs, clad in stipng verdure, 

to defy frost and storm, a^pd, when he 

should Moff it, to brave, imhis crimsoii 

surcoat, even old Yule, when, with shrill 

* « * 

whistle on the sharp north, he should 
come to scatter snow!^ on his tawney crest. 

It were most soothing now to melan- 
cholize undier these shades, and th|nk on 
many things • in air and earilf, real and 
unreal, that fly the lightsome noop ftnd 
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thus might you ^minate, ntiU time should 

** I 

bring you to the verge of your part in it, 
without your perceivings that lie was car-, 
rying yoijL on^youlf way, all reckless of its, 
better u^se; so stilly v/ould it ^ove beneath 
this quiet g^loom. ' But those, who passed 

through the foi^t-tracks this day, want 

* *■",'« * 

with the swift foot of h'i^ and high spi¬ 
rits ; they canie not to mefancliolize; and 
a greater number of coarsersi palfries, hob¬ 
bies, and other steeds never, ywis, tramped 
on the grotfid'of Ardenn. 

Ever since the first dawn, you might espy 
them passing among the woods fjora towns, 

and villages and hamlets and monftsteries, 

* 

whither the^ had gathered oveis*uigh|| ahd 
now drawing on towards Kenilworth^ and 
the cattle, where, ovei the great gate, hung 
the helmet of invitation to all courteous 
knights, a summons ^ot slighted by any, 
whether cohrt.eou^;ahi knightly, or hum- 
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bly and civilly curious^ or rude and for- 
ward. 

It was V in a fair meadow, ^hich some 
^ ciill a plain, below the castle, on^ the op¬ 
posite side ojf the mr>at, that this tourna¬ 
ment was appointed; ks a jdace where the 
Qlieen^ and her ladies ini^t behold it from 
the castlb, if thte autumn weather should 
forbid tj^em to be present*: but all that 
great space was prepared f and set* forth 
at the sides, with tents, and stages, and 
galleries, tis if nought \iiiglit)iceo}) them 

V. 

away; the whole hung with arras, or cloth 
of gold, /f’liese you might see from the 
towers *and w^ of the ch^tle; nay, from 
the b^-wipdow of the great hall, standing 
like fi little town of palaces and castles; 
for so were many of the tet^s, fashioned 
in the midst of ihe wood«, wlfich rose up 
on all. sides, aroundJthem, save where the 

" fr 

lake spread Jits bro^rli^ht toUheJooji of 
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the Swan Tower and the Rampart-waHs: 

4 ^ 

and, certes, ,it was a noble sight to see 
those pavilions ranged around the open mea¬ 
dow, all amongst the green shades, witb 
vanes aiyi banners glittering •ill the sun, 
spreading t(f *the yslj edge of the water, 

j ‘ 

which there lay, sfnooth and bright as pp- 

« 

lished silver, and giving back this glo- 

«. .. 

nous vision. 

Ancf then again, to "those in the field 
the castle itself was a goodly sight, with 
all its towers «and battlements throi^d 
with faces ; the great, banner of England, 

, • f, I 

waving on the Kec^, and oi^r-topping 
even the forest-trees behind; the' whole 

■V 

pictured forth on tlw^ steeping waters, as 
if falling into the bluo4iecp below. Every 
parapet, or tower, or 'rampart, where foot 
could stand, *br arm could cling, was cloth- 
ed with living forms, and every window 
and little gtate was full of watching eyes, 
and^showed shoulder beyond shoulder, and 
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herd crowiling over head, looking towards 
the field, with an eagerness, that made 
aU ^lelow, who had seen them, tuni their 
^ eyes the same way, and feel yet a stfonger 
eagerness for the spectacle they were ex¬ 
pecting. Even behind the locf-holes there 
were faces; some of them, I ween, such 
as fiad never looked out there before; the 
darts of th^se 'Warriors not»being in theii^ 
hands, but in,their jeyes. 

Those in the castle could hear the 
ti*umpets blow up amain, ajiid,j^e the he- 
raids ont their great horses riding about 
the place of contest) before the knights 
appearod; and could clearly dijeem the dif- 
ferent tents, and ^ake out to whom eacli 
belonged. The king’s pavilion of scar¬ 
let clotl} of gold was raised on a pl^tform\ 
above every other, and stood iii the centre 
of thaJt haK-circle, formed by the rest. 
The platform, was covered with silken 
carpets; and there, in front of the p^^vi- 
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lioD^ but just within ^e,. canopy, ware 

placed two state-chairs for their High¬ 
nesses. T*he curtains were, drawn up in 
large folds, held up with gdlden ropes; and 

, t I ^ * 

within them were sh^ed seat above seat, 
filled with hdies of the court, gorgeous¬ 
ly apparelled, awaiting the royal train; 
and below, on either hand, were ranged 
trsquires and pages in the King s livery. 
Over ehis tent,, played .the rpyal banner; 
and the vanes showed the King’s crest, 
glittering almost as high. 

On the right of this was the pavilion of 
the young Prince Edward; but his was 
raised only by a few steps above the turf. 
It was of gi’een and white silk, not in 
any feigned fashion, but Jn that, which 
beloiigeth to tents in war; and ^it had 

V 

a golden lion pn the top for a vane. ^On 
’ the left of the .j^ng’s pavilion, raised 
only one step from the turf, .was that 
appi^nted |or, the great officers of state, 
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t! 

a&ut his Highness s chhir; and for other 
nobfes of the realm, with whom were 


^ some bishops, but not^ii? their st^te, thdhgh 
the King we#e presel^t; and some, abbots, 
also not in their state\^ Neaf this was the 
tent oV tlie Baron de Bftndeville, of white 
and azure, having for the crest an armed 
hand with a jaVelin poised tn it, ready to 
strike at a shield. 


It were tedious to tell of all the dif¬ 


ferent pavilions and gaUaiesii, adorntid with 

velvets and rich tapestries, that spread-so 

gloriously round this fair meadow; or of 

$ 

the ladies, so sumptuously arrayed, that 
appeared within, delighting tCe hearts of 
all who l:)eheld them. 


But the tent of the cha^engers, •whose 
chief was William de Fortibtis, Earl of 


Aumerle, standing at the eastern barrier; 

and that of the defenders, whose leader 

*• 

was the LcM Simon de Moiitfort, nigh 
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the western barrier, deserve notice. The 

m I 

Earl of Aumerle’s^ was shaped like a cas- 

/ 

tk, beset with gilded turrets and liastions, 
the entrance gate^s^howing a lofty arch,, 
hung round with /’podly Wrappings of 
purple velvet^*'brbitfjired and frin[;(^d with 
gold; and having within, hangings and 
seats of the same. Biit my Lord ‘of Mont- 
fort's outdid ‘^this glittering -pomp; his 
tent was in shape of a princely palace, 
yet with walls and towers, approaching 
in some sort tola castle. The entrance 
was into a bannered hall, with stately 
crimson and gold beneath the banners; 
and of crimson and gold were tlftj seats 
and cushions. Figures in armour stood 
rpund that hall, as though i|ie would assert 
himseir a warrior and a prince; and truly 
King Heniy needed such, if he might 
find them true to him. 

The listi were forty feet vdde, and they 
ran^ nearly the wh^e length ctf the field. 
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On« the outside of them was a raised 

9 

space to keep off the crowd, which was 
gua)*ded by knights and their e^uires, ill 
.ai^tnoui*, but bearing no ^eappns; and 
so, too, were fhc barims guarded. • These 
knights, as well as all\*the a*tlendants of 

the combatants, had t^en an oath not 

» 

tb assist either by wokl, look, or gesture, 
any of the* conibataiits; not even when 
wounded and* unhorsed, ► oxcept as the 
Marshal of the Field should allow; but 
this oath was not on pain of death, as at 
trial by cbmbat, in law. 

The eastern barrier was for the en- 

i 

trance ftf the challengers, with the lady- 
prize ; the western was for the defend¬ 
ers. At these pQmts of the field were th^ 
greatest press and throng of the p^fople; 
amongst whom, to wile away tlieir time of 
waiting, ran ^nany stories of tlie deeds of 
some of the knlghfs expected. 

Anon, the heralds, who were ridihg 
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about the jiace dt war, drfew aside to'thjp 

barriers, and their trumpets blew up ^loud 

for a longf space, summoning the lords and 

knights,' challengers fand defenders, to the 

fiel^, in' manner of^^ar, witTi such a stir- 

ing sound, that 'tib man could ab,ide in 

^ » • 
the castle, that thought he could get ene 

• - ' L • 

foot into the field of tournay; but all ran 
speedily thither, not one allowing, in spite 
of eye-sight, that it w^s impossible to find 
the smallest space, not already filled. And 
then many, that had been on the,walls, 
would fain have been back there again, 
for scarcely a glimpse could they get of the 
field; the fencing, the pikemen, agd the 
horsemen being, so deep around it, that 
the nearest to them had but a sorry peep. 
And, *as for the stages and galleries, raised 
up for those, who came first, or who had 
some favour, they had been filled for 
hfiurs, soine having taken their seats there 
at sun-rise. 
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Presently, tlfe heral# were answered 
by tjje King’s trumpets afar, whiqh drew 
near and nearer, until they came into the 
<plain, and took theiii| station I^fore the 
King’s pavilion, stilVblowin^ up, \^ith 
‘their lumpers displayed.'* There, rode two 

King’s at arms, Garter and Clarencieux: 

* ■ 

then was every^ eye turned thither 
expectation ’ of what might follow ^ and 
presently camh into their fcnt the King 
and Queen, with a long train of nobles, 
and ladies, and took their seats on the 
chairs prepared for them, standing a little 
out on the platform. 

His rfighness, this day, wore armour, and 
was attended by the four,esquires of the 
body. His helmet, with the Vizor opcn,t 
was drcled witji a croVn, surmounted by 
a crescent, encompassing a blazing star. 

The Queep was in purple and palle, ayd 
on her head she wdire a crown of jewela. 
The Lady Coimwall, her, siiiter, was cere* 
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* 

mmously apparelled with a coronet of 

pearls; as was the Lady Pembroke-]Mont- 

fort, her *sister, whose lord was, this day, 

to e|tter (the Jists. ^lAIl the ladies presents 

weije oereraoniousW attired with fillets 

in their hair, or ^rlands, each pc<^ording> 

to her rank. And amongst those who 

stood by the Queen’s chair, none looked 
* * * 

more, lovely than the young 'Baroness de 

Blondeville; her head was fercled wdth 

I 

costly peails, and she wore a thin scarf of 
silver azure, “drawn over her breast, the^ 
colour of her lord’s banner. 

a 

Soon as the King and Queen were 

placed, the trumpets at tlie barrierS^sound- 
ed a chargf, and a great many of nobles 
{{ind knights entered*the field. Amongst 
Ihem^^was the youn^ Prince Edward*; for 
he liked not to ride abne, in the order 

that had been settled for but came 

in. pesle-rnesle with tlil re^ and so busy 
with his mettlosojne steed, that he noticed. 



GASCON DE ^OKDEVILLE. 881 

f 

not ftie observaifce which, natfaless att tiie 
hurly-burly, was paid to him fey those,, who 


rode near him. 


• Cased in complete ai^nour and^ou|iled 
on a brave chaTreer, h^anie, accoir/panied 


by his l^ro|.her Edmund, ^noble youngster, 

appa];elled m mail, to witness the disport, 

though not to share it; sorely against his^ 

will was Prihce Edward restrained from 

« 

trying to break a lance this day. His 


heart beat high for martial deeds. The 
King and the Queen joyed to see him sit 
his horse as manfully, as did any knight ih 


the field; and -tlie Queen, althqugh it was 
by her -especial command that he forbore 
to try his skill with others of his age, 


lodged on him, with even more delight, 
than his father^ In Aim she might^have* 
foreseen the corr^tor of such*insults as 
were afterwards given to her by the ci¬ 
tizens of London, %hen, by^ hurling. of 
stones at her from the bridge, as she w^ 

^ AM 



33^, ^iASTON OE BLONDEV1LL6. 

flying t)y* water from tlie tower, alipost 
for • her very life, they stayed her <fbr a 
time, froni her purpose of repairing io 
the palaoe at-Sheenj'* And in him too 
might •'have foresy^n the ijueller of re¬ 
bellion, the corr^tor of abusesi the res¬ 
torer of general order, the enactor of. #ise 
^laws, the administrator, of justice, the 
mighty ruler, who, by his wisdom and vi¬ 
gorous perseverance, bound*up the wounds 
of his country, strengthened its sinews, 

I 

and pruned away its exuberant vices, 
which the tyranny and weakness of King 
John had by turns provoked and encou- 
raged; and which the incapacity of Henry 
had suffered to, engraft themselves on and 
fto encumber almost every useful institu¬ 
tion.*’ 

This young Prince, in whose charactei; 
yet lay hid the virtues which' were here- 

f 

after to restore the kingdom, came 
^r.to the field with high spirits; and, hav- 
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ing. paid his duty before the"'King’s pa- 
viliou). took his station. Perchanpe, it was 
with remembrance of hi^ delight in this 
tOtthiay, that, in aftei;Jimes, whe^ he his- 
self was King, he cawsed th^t m'agnifi-w 
cent feast »of chivalry*to^e enacted here, 
which brought a hundred knights and as 
many ladies to give more fajne to Kenil-^ 
worth, for, they trooped to that festival 
from all parts, even from over sea, to wit¬ 
ness its splendours and tq increase them: 
yet did he not, I ween, delight 50 much in 
that, as in this present, now before his 
eyes, when all was new to then/and wore 
the gloss of his own youth. 

Soon after Prince Edwar^ had* so placed 
himself, the Baron de Blondeville apj^ear- ^ 
ed; and nofte came on with a raqre gallant 
air, (the white plume depending aside his 
cap to show the easy sway, with which 
he adapted himself to the curvetings fiSp 
managed hdfse,) or rose on his stlmipiS- 
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with more courageous grace than he; land 
the whispers and smiles of the ladies^seem- 
ed to say this: the young Baroness, proud 
of his iTeciion,. iod of his distinctibti, 
lodked on,f with yoeating Ifeart and with 
tearful smile. / 35 [aving paid reirewnce to 
the King and Queen, his banner was 
' bowed also before his binde, and he salu- 

f 

ted her with a homage^ that seemed to say 
he was ambitious only to prove himself 
worthy of her love. 

In this magnificent show, it was a que's- 
tion, which most excelled in gorgeous 
array, or ^seemed most proudly conscious, 
the knights, the ladies, or the l^oursers. 

And dbw 'iiie trumpets, without ‘ the 
* b^rijiers, sounded a charge; for the dial- 
lengers drew nigh the fieldj an^, were 
answered by others already there. Then 
it was, .th^ neither Prince Edward nor 
Tils steed could longer endure ^4raitit, 
"ib that both sel off tilt, coursing the 
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■ ^ 

plain) rdhnd and round, with 'niost cou- 
rage<ius bearing, the latter prai^cing, cur¬ 
veting, bounding, to tli^ , great joy of all, 
Vho^ beheld him, sa^ the \3u^jfen. Her 
Highness, thcfiigh hcrs^f of gijpd coufage 
and well* skilled, for hoc sex, to manage 
her horse,/eared he would be thrown head¬ 
long from his oharger, while he rejoiced? 
with firm hand and steady eye, to •uVge, 
to watch and to command the strength 
and spirit of the noble animal. 

A loud murmur of applau|e ran froni 
tent to tent and from tower to tower, 
afar; and then .might it be safS^ the war¬ 
like peopl4 began. to feel for their Prince 
the affection ^nd respect, Which hereafter 

assisted him to rule them. fWhere this 

• f- • 

curveting would have ended, jgone knew, 
few, the Prince was nothing weary, had 
^t the appearance of the^ c;ball€ngers 
at the xbarrier* checked his career, wbeh 
he turned slowly towards the King’s tel^ 
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sitting his charger with a proud negli¬ 
gence, as he looked back on the approach¬ 
ing knights. 

Now, '^c ’Lord *^Jai*shall of the fieldj 
the* Earl of Norfojfk, richly aj)parel]ed in 
arms, and with Ipfs truncheon iii«hisf hand, 
riding a brave horse, right bra^vely trap- 

'ped, and attended by hvj king at arms, 

\ 

heralds and poursuivants, rode up to the 

' \ 

eastern barrier, and, in the King’s name, 
demanded of the.,champion, abiding there, 
completely armed, whence he came, who 
he was, and the cause of the grief that 
brought him hither thus clad in steel. 

To which he made answer, his herald, 
with his banntr, standing at his side. 
I am William de Fortibus, Earl of 

t t 

Auraerle;”„ and then he* delivered his 
challenge, engrossed on embossed vellum, 
ini w^hich Jie defied to arms any one, w^ho 
sriculd deny the peerless beauty of his 
-iduy-love. Then the Lord Marshall made 
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hinl undo his vizor, that it might ap]pear 
he haH rightly oaUcd himself; which being 
done, the knights, his,aids, did the same. 
Then was administef^l to the Aiqmpion 
and all his followers th<; oatl!,»that they 
(?ame not* armed with spell, or word, 
or ofher histrunient of magic, but with 
lawful arms Qnly* After whichj the knights 
of the Lord IJIareschal and those, Vho 
guarded the lists, took oath also, not to 
assist either chamirion, during single com¬ 
bat, by word, look, or gesture. t 

This ended, the Earl of Hereford, High 
Constable of . England, who stood by with 
his staff of office, ordered the barrier to 
be thrown open; and forthwith the herald 
of the champion, att^ded l)y his your- 
suivants, to th<? number of foisr, entered 
the lists, the, herald liearing his banner, 

and standing aside, where he pnoclaimefl, 

• * * 
with potent voice, the name and titlts 

• • ■•(N« 

V01-. It. Q • 
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of his lord, and whereupon he came 
hither in array. 

Having done he threw^^down the 
gauntlet, ^^nd'^advan^p^i to the tree of ho¬ 
nour, where he placed the written words of 
tW challenge on 4 bough, and wliei’e also 
were suspended the shielded arms of all 
the knights, who, this da}meant to run 
their course of chivalry on the field. Then 
straight the £arl of Aumerle and his fid- 
lowers were admitted to the field, bearing 
up the King s flag, nearly in the state 
and order as here set down. First, came, 
in solemn march, eight trumpeters, four 
abreast, blowing up amain, in their yellow 
tabards and high caps, their banner rolls 
displayed; then cornets, drums and cla- 
rioners, in warlike fashion. Then came 
twelve knights armed, two and two, on 
foot. Ne?tt came the banner of the Kings 
Highness, carried by a knight completely 
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armed, and borne up by four othar knights 
armed, but bareheaded, each having his 
two shield-knaves (ncjw*» called by most, 
^ield-bearers^ or e3i.i|uires) beJid^ him, 
carrying his * spear, shield A^d helmef. 
Then follbved eight kraghts, appointed 
like the first, each with his two knaves, 
bearing his lielniU and shield; then forty 
yeomen, in doublet^ of scarlet and 'gold, 
bearing their partizans upright, their coats 
broidered with a golden lion and the 
King’s crpwn above, surmounted w'ith a 
crescent and blazing star. Then followed 
two scoi;e of demi-lances, four and four. 

Next came four trumpeters on horse- 
back, blowing up; then. four esquires; 
then a herald at aring; then* the bi^nner 
of the Lord ftfiareschal, boime •high by a 
knight armed^ four esquires walking beside 
it. Then appeared the Lord MarescfM 
his-self in complete harness, mounted bn 
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a barbed steed, right nobly and gorgcoufly 
trapped, with crimson velvet, crnbbssed 
with gold and th'h, shielded arms of his 
•lord; esqtires and ^ges goipg beside and 
following. 

Then came, fti separate o^def, tht‘ 

I 

champion’s five knights, his aids, afrned 

&p-a-pe, inoulited on goodly coursers, rich- 

« 

r 

ly trafpped, eaph having his banner borne 
before him, and four trumpeters blowing 
up; also with esquires and pages in his 
livery. , 

The Earl was cased in gorgeous ar¬ 
mour, bossed with silver and laid,in with 
gold. His helmet bore a scarlet plume 
and, for his creSt, a winged griflSn of solid 
gold, ^ as weile the b^rs of his vizor. The 
head-piece I and breast-plate of his steed 
were bossed in like manner, as was the 
shaffroone and crivet for the neck; and the 

I 

high pummels of his saddle were also et^ged 
“^itli gold. Over this lord was borne by 
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foiir esquires on horseback, wearing his 
lively, a silken canopy, the colours of his 
tent, fringed also with gjold and surraouni- 
•etl by his crest, in si^^Jer. 

And now*were heard sovquls of swejE*t 
ininstveLiy, and, immecl^tely following^ the 
cllanipioij, came the minstrels and the 
lady-prize, seated in a cliaiy, covered with 
crimson cloth of gold of Florence, paving 
a canopy of crimson silk, Learing a \\ hite 
plume, wdiich played upon tlie air, and 

I 

drawn by four milk-white harts, for so 
they seemed, Eacl] was led by a i)age 
apparelled in rose-coloured silk, striped 
with gold, and holding in his hand his ca]) 
of velvet, wreathed with* roses, and laced 
with gold. Their buskins* were all nf 
swan-down white as snow. These milk- 

' u 

white harts had their horns tipped with 

gold and hung with roses, with chaiylets 

of the same round their necks. The 

* . 

reins were'* of crimson -silk, studded with 
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gold and precious stones, as were the 
traces. Within this so sumptuous csr sat 
the Lady Aveline ».dc Bohun, daughter of 
the Lord (Constable,, tjhe Earl of Hereford- 
SJhe was beautiful as morning', rising from 
the sea; her lool4»vas peace and‘joy. She 
wore a robe of palest silver, and her* hair 
Y^as coronetted with ^la^itine, in bloom, 
and yith pearls, that night might have 
scattered. In'front of the crimson canopy 
above her, beamed a diamond star of purest 
splendour. Four knights walked beside 
her car. And thii^. she came on to the 
sound of dulcimers and harps, with her 
maidens playing on timbrels' and lutes and 
sweet bellsi» Ever and jmon they stepped 
dancitig-wisq, tossing the tabors on high 
aQd turning with so swoet a grace, as 
was the marvel and delight of the whole 

I 

court; although many present liked them 
not the better, for that they were of the 
Queen^s country. Still, as this 'lady passed. 
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w^come, peace, and joy, spread around 
her< she was called the Lady of the 
Morning Star. 

* Then followed a goodly ti'ain jof esquires, 
and gallant* youngsters, in , shining 'trim, 
wearing* the livery o.%this Earl, to the 
number, of twenty-five, riding on noble 
steeds; their trappings glittering in the 

k 

sun, and tinkling with silver bells, that 
made merriment as they a&vanced. After 
them forty of the Lord Aumerle’s yeomen, 
on foot,^ appeared in his livery, with his 
badge in silver, on their sleeves. 

And thus, with proud paces, these pro¬ 
cessions passed on the field of tournament, 


till they reached the King’s tent; and 
then they halted and did hoi^age.. Bo fair 


and pleasant a show was never seen before 


in woods of Ardenn. The crowds on the 

I 

castle-walls beheld the whole order ^f it, 
and better than many that were nearer; 
yet were they not contented; and often, 
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as the shouts of the people niinglecl vHjh 

f 

the •clangour of the trumpets, they^, be¬ 
moaned tliemselve^, that they were so 
far off. yet 4hose'ojp the level of tht' 
field, beheld not half of the siiow at once. 
Three times that,<'gorgeous traiuj moved 

f I 

round the field, to the sound of trumpets 
agd other brave instnimepts; nc^ver fail¬ 
ing, each time, their homage af the King's 
lent. From flie very top-most tiirrets, 
those there perched, could see this pro- 

I 

cessloning; the sun glittering on the ar- 

f 

uidur of the knights, and glancing on their 
crests and'helmets and on the heads of 


their spears, as they moved. 

They could see, wh^h the procession 
hud th^ tliir^ time reached the King’s 
pavilion, that it rested to cjeliver up the 
lady-prize unto the fair company there 
assembled, to remain in safe custody, till 
Iher.end of the tournay. They could per- 
ceiv<a her approach -the Queen, who turned 
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graciously towards her, and that then 
she retired amongst the crowd of l 4 dies, 
behind her Highness’s chair. This done, 

t • 

^tfcey saw the Lord Mdreschal, with •four 
knights, advancing towards the centre of 
the field, in front of tV® graVid pavilion, 
there to jllant the King’s great bander; 
but tliey could not see every one of the 
ceremonies, • that attended this, nor hear 
the chaunt of •the rainstrelsf which accom¬ 
panied each pai*t of them, though they 
caught the swelling strain 'of the louder 
minstrels^ ; and on every charge of the • 
trumpets and every sfiout of jo}^ did tliey 
set up fresh lamentation. 

“ If I was but in that tree,’' said one. 

“ how much nearer 1 should be. ' ^Vhy 
do not you see,” said another, “the branches 
are so full already they can scarcely bear 
up the people ? they will break presently, 
and tumble them into the lake.” “ But 

I ■ 

look,” said another “ if there is not the 

f • 

a 5 
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roof of the Swan Tower, with neither 

" f3 

man, woman, nor child, upon it. Oh !' if 

c 

I was but tliere, I could see and 'hear 
every thing; I try.for it.” “You 

(I ' '» • 

may as i'cU stay, ^\Vhere you are,” ob- 

If 

served a fourth; “ you may be sure, if 
the roof could b/^rcached, it would have 

i 

been full of people long ago.” 

' Then would come a I6ud blast of the 
trumpets and a great huzza, but nobody 
could tell what it was about. “ Why this is 
worse than seeing nothing at all, to be tan- 
t^ized in this way,” says one. Then ano¬ 
ther spies put some friend, at a distance in 
a valuable place, as he thinks, and hallooes 
out with miglit and main, “ Can you make 
any room Ibr Ac in that tree? Do my 
good Hodge. If you cannot, speak to 
Ralph for rie; he will, I know.” Straight, 
some score of faces are turned at his 
shout, but jjis Mend maketh not out that 
he is spoken to; all hear him but his 
friend; till another shout comes amain on 
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the wind: Hodge o’ the Chase-side, 1 
say, can you make any room for me ?” 
and*then a dismal " No!” silences the non- 
<pontent, and makes those laugh, whom he 
would havej left behincf; and thus thej’ 
went on murmuring, .^nd wasting what 
pleasure they might liave had, because 
they could not have all, just like their 
betters; foff tlius it is in life, that we 
often emplo)fc our wits only to turn good 
to evil. 

Those below, at the castle-windows, la¬ 
dies and gentlewomen, w^ho could not get. 
places in the tents, or on the galleries 
in the field, murmured too; but not so 
much for that they could not see every 
thing there, though that seemed to be Ihejr 
grief, but that theyicould not their-selves 
be seen, dressed as tliey wer6 in apparel, 
which they •had gotten from Coventry, long 
before. They saw plainly enough kni^ts, 
esquires and pages, prancing, or pacing, 
about the field, in all their splendour; and 
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lady-aunts and lady-cousi»s in the gal¬ 
leries, in all their sheen and joyance, and 
fain would' tliey have shared with them* 
Some too there wem, who s[)ied out their, 

c ^ 

knights Jodving tbwa^i’ds the windows, yet 

wfere they lidalde, for the crowd there, to 

A-' . . ' 

make themselves custinguished;' and some 

t 

few there w^ere who, often as he, 'that each 
esteemed, advanced, in gforious seeming, 
shrunk back, with timid glance, fearing 
lest tlioy should be noticed. 

Above them ah, perched in his prison- 
tun’et, was the poor merchant,* looking 
upon this. splendid field, witli different 
eyes from every other that beheld it.- Too 
little interest had he in what was pass¬ 
ing there, to view it with curiosity. No 
vanity^ had lie to make him feel the jea¬ 
lousy of’rivalship, or the fretfulness of dis¬ 
appointment, where all around was pomp 
an(^ pride, . or mortification,, or joy, from 
arfdiher’s triumph; or aught but sense 
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of Jiis own misery and fond remembrance 
of his home. The weight of grievous 
evils left him no leisure to fed the pres- 
^ {juiT' of small ones. • 1 ^ 0 w, blessed would 
he have tlicjiight hiitiself, wer<f it possible 
for him to liave considered, disapi>oint- « 
ments and causes of murmur, any of fliose 
trifling larciimstaiices, which now prevent- 
ed the pcaoe and joy of hundreds, possess¬ 
ing here health asd liberty and prosper¬ 
ous estate, now looking on the same spot 
with himself! 

He hfld been lying on his pallet, thifik-* 
ing on his hard fate and on that of his 
dead friend, when first he heard the trum¬ 
pets blow up, and the hum of^many voices 
from walls and battlements and tents bp- 
low ; and, judging this to be*some pageant 
pertaining to* the marriage •festivities of 
his triumphant enemy, he had no heart to 
witness it. But anon, this noise of tiium. 
jiets, with^ the heavy trampling of iffoofs 
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on the field and the loud pinging of the 
harness^ and, at tim^s, the shouts of the 

t ■» 

multitude, roused him from his weighty 
sorrows; and, looking through his little 
grate, he,bperched high in air, like a 
poor bird sfeiat up in prison-cage, looked 
down upon that ifield of warlike seeming 
and princely magnificence. 

There he beheld the King’s dreaded 
person, on wliosc single \yord life, or 
death, depended, sitting calmly in his es¬ 
tate, and righ^^ glad of heart, thoughtless 
of-the suffering he now inflicted, or reck¬ 
less of it, having persuaded his weak and 
willing mind it was just. There, too, he 
could distinguish the Baron de Blondeville, 
caiTssed and honoured by his Sovereign, 
admired by the couii and loved by his 
fair bride. wThen, as the memory of all 
that had passed in the woods, beyond, re- 
turred to Woodreeve, Ids very heart bled, 
while he beheld, as he too well believed, 
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th^ guilty author of his wofe, standing 

• 

amongst honourable men and gallant com¬ 
batants, attended by a noble* train, and 
jready to achieve th« *fame^ of noble -deeds 
in arms. 

Now^ the challenger and Rfs five kniglits,« 
directed 1)y the Lord \jonstable and^Lord 
Man'schfU, having planted the King’s ban¬ 
ner in tha centre of the field, the Earl of 
Norfolk delkc]'ed*unto each his lance, and 
they withdrew to the Tree of Honour, 
standing on a little hillock?, raised near the 
King’s'paviliun^ and bearing on its bougljs 
the shields of all tlie knights? who offered 
thenlselves, tliis day,, for the lists. There 

they pointed to the words of the challenge, 

• • 

which having done, they retired jn pro¬ 
cession to the eastern barraer, wdn^re their 
tent and the* empty car of the lady-prize 
stood, there to await the appearance of 
the defender’s. And not long did# they 
wait, ere^they heard the trumpets ^und- 
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ing without the western karrier, wlrch 
were, well answered by those within, and 

iV 

straight a'ppeared the chief defender, 
with his five {cnightSj all clad in white 
haiTiess. ' These, having pasi^ed through 
the^ same ceremonies, as had been already 
performed by the Ciiallengers, and a herald 
having proclaimed the name of their chief 
in the field, having hung his words of 

f 

defiance on the tree of honour, and taken 
up the gauntlet of the champion, their 
procession cnteied,^ 

And here it were tedious to sdt down 
all the particular splendours and doings 
of it; but some things may be told,' both 
to be a record of certain remarkable ap- 

I 

pearances and also to show some traces of 
the characters* of thet chief persons, who 
played their part in this pageant. 

The chief of the defenders, as has al¬ 
ready been lehersed, was the Lord Simon 

g s 

de JiSontfort, the same whom the King’s 
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Highness had created Earl of Leicester, ’ 
and on whom he had liestowed his widow¬ 


ed sister, the Countess of Pembroke, .with 
this his stately cattle and wide domain 
of Kenilworth; how worthily it needs 
)iot f(.: tiiis liistory to leclare, since \t is 
kno’vn t9 all, that he Wmed this very 
fortress against his King and benefact'^r. 
He, this day, wore on his scarf tha Lady 
Pembroke’s colour, and he was in truth 
her champion; his five jenights were Sir 
Stephen ^dc Segrave, Sir John de Plessct, 

Sir William de ranl^olupe, Sir Robert de* 

. - 

Grendon, and Sir Osbert d’Abrissecourt, 
a foreign man. 

And, first of these, rfter heralds at 
arms, diiely ap])ointed, esquires and pfige.i 
in pairs, and, after his raised banner* all in 
form and order miicli like to the procession 
of the challengers, came Sir Stephen de 
Segrave. He was on a stately charger, 
trapped with flarne-colourcd velvet, boLsed 
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with his arras and hung round'with little 
lions, in silver, such being his crest ; his 
horse white and heavy, with broad chest, 

I * 

whose herd-stalls and bridles were studdea 
with precious stones. The lion on his 
helmet was rampant, and his pliw*ie and 
scarf of flame co) jur. Four esquires rralk- 
ed beside hiip, followed by four pages; 
leading spare coursers. Then came twenty- 

t i !• 

five gentlemen, clad in the colour of his 

scarf and having also flame-coloured plumes 

in their caps. Fifty of his yeoincn, aj^a- 

relied in the same hue, but of different 
» 

fashion, followed; and a crowd of his ser- 
vants closed his pageant. He was of lofty 
stature and surpassing strength, and moved 
Upon the field with looks of sullen pride. 

.» I 

Some present augured not well from this, 
and indeed his pride was . so plain, ^ that 
King Henry liked it not. 

-.Next came Sir John de Plesset, Earl of 
Warwick, of most graceful person and de- 
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meanour, though he was a stranger, being 

Earl, of Warwick only by right of his wife, 

who was sole heiress of that house* and 

*ljy the King’s courtesy. He Wi*s mounted 

on a noble roan, whose breast-plate was 

chased wijh silver; atii^ he was most«gal- 

lanlly caparisoned. His^ plume and scarf 

were of rose-colour, and the crest on his 

helmet was a leopard. He came attended 

( 

by a brave show of esquires and gallants, 
with a train of fifty yeomen, besides forty 

servants^ all in his livery of the colour of 

• • 

his scarf, and making a most stately show. 

Th^n came Gaston, the young Bai’on 
de Blondeville, who had changed his cap 
for a helmcjt, and was dnely caparisoned, 
as a knight; for, his shield, which the 
King had caui^jd to be replaced in the hall, 
had not again been challenged, nor had 
any one made complaint to the Lord 
Mareschal Jigainst him. He rode so fi^ry 
a charger as hardly mi^ht be restrained, 
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within the pace of dignity; yet, being 
curbed with his hand, he moved /.with 

proud and stately ^teps, well suited to his 

/ 

lord and master, who*^kept his seat, with 
gracious ease, and looks of htippy triumph, 

knqwing Jie was /admired of all, saw 

/ 

him. His bann»^>i‘ was well carried before 
him. Four esquires wcrc» at his side, and 
four pag s, leading spare steeds, followed. 
Twenty-four gentlemen succeeded, and a 
goodly train of yeomen and servants, all in 
liis livery of light blue and silver, brought 
up the rear. His plume' and scarf were 
of azure, but not of the fullest hue, and his 
train of pages and servants, in the gallant 
fashion of^fheir* apparel,'were outdone by 
Vione. 

When he came opposite to the King’s 
pavilion and paid his homage, his courser, 
w'hether he was frightened at aught he saw, 
or. that he gloried in the louU noise of the 
King’s trumpets, or that he tvas secretly 
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goalied for the purpose, began to curvet 

f 

and tplay off such high tricks, as terrified 
the Lady Baroness sitting there. But, 
after he had gone through ceriain paces 
and high tUrcatenings, the Baron the 
while coiriinanding hi'n with unmoved 
couiitenance, he fell intc a gentle mood, 
and followed, with due order, in this 
pageant chivalry. 

And now came a knight in most cu¬ 
rious device, riding upon ^\^hat seemed to 
be a rcdtlragon, conducted by one personat¬ 
ing a giant, as he might well do, who bore 
in his hand a s])ear of immense size, which 
incontinently he ajtjdicd to the dragon’s 
throat, which forthwith sent forth fire and 
smoke, to the great diversion and delight 
of all beholder’s. Following him, a page 
led his courser richly caparisoned, and he 
was compassed all abmit with^ brave gal¬ 
lants and followers. This was no other 
than Sir William de Mowbray, who at all 



358 


GAiSTOK PE BLONPEVILL'E. 


times, was fond of mirth, and ccrtes, *ke 
caused much ; for, on his displaying him- 

I ' 

self, stents and walk and battlements and 

I 

turrets, na^i, the very tiiees, up to top-most 
bo?3gh, sent forth peals of joy and laugh¬ 
ter, , He was inu^ beloved of the tffowd, 
and well liked iyi’ the court, none eiwy- 
ing him. i 

Nex^ came Sir Hugh de Bois, mounted 
on an iron grey. His plume and scarf were 
of orange colour, .and he was not wholly 
wanting in esquires and servants to fill 
up his estate; yet was ht far fi‘om being 
on a par with the rest, his means being 
much smaller. So, I say not more of his 
appearance, *iseei:jg he made not much, 
when compared with others, on that 

• I 

day; only this I will add, he was of a 
most compassionate and honest nature; 
and might have vied with the rest, if he 
would have pressed harder upon his de- 
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peisidants, or would have mortgaged his 
lands^ as so many did, to the Jews. 

Next and last, came the chief of'the 
defenders, the Lord Simon de Montfort,. 
in his estate, tinder a fair pavilion of silL, 
with t'lnjts and battlements shaped like 
unto a ca,stle, his banner flying over all. 
This was carried along by rix stout meii; 
but it appeared to Ije borne by a wiulti- 
tude of his servants, in purple jerkins of 
silk, laced with gold. His charger, trap¬ 
ped in ijurpled velvet, bossed with his 
arms in gold, was led by pages; and its 
frontlet and breast-plate were so brightly 
burnished, that, as the sun shone on them, 
the splendour cast around him was enough 
to dazzle, if it^ould not daunt,, any knight, 
his adversaiy. And this was made ground 
of complaint against him by his fiist ad¬ 
versary in the lists; so that, when he be¬ 
gan to place himself for combat, he was 
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I 

commanded by the Lord Mareschal 'Dot 

I 

to adi^aii^e against the sun; but, ig the 
changes and shifti|Fgs of the struggle, thiwS 
command,*avaiied but* little. Scuiires aiid 
^llants and# pages followed'almost with¬ 
out'number. 

Of kingly purjfde were the Lowl Simon’s 

plume and sc&rf; and liii. golden helmet 

seemed one blaze of light. He bore him- 

' • » . 

self witli a most lofty carriage; looking 
as though he thought none, but the King’s 
Highness, might compare wdtli him, and 
hardly that either. -Not more audacious, 
I guess, could he have looked, w^n, in 
after-times, he traitoVoiisly gave his Sove- 
reign Lord the* lie, in the field at Eve¬ 
sham \ and there paid with his life for his 
ingratitude, and rebellion. , 

Little weened King Henry now, when 

I 

be,saw before him this knight, arrayed in 
tfie pomp of chivalry, that he beheld one, 
who would hereafter turn his arms against 
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him, excite his subjects into rebellion, and 
lead him prisoner through his own king¬ 
dom, until his life nnd liberty should be 
rescued by his brav'? son, Edward, here 
beside him. Little weened his Highness 
of this, or he would n^^$ have raised* him 
to highest honour; bestowing upon him 
that sister, who had withdrawn herself to 
convent-life, and taken the veil, but not 
yet the ring, that would have wedded 
her to it; else not even the Pope his-self 
might have sent her dispensation. Hap-^ 
pier had she been in her peactful cloister 
than living in the world, with so proud, 
yet base a spirit that could walk in arms 
against the Sovereign, who had lavished 
favours on him with so lavish hand? Yet 
were there some near his Highness’s chair, 
w’ho, fi’om v/hat they saw this day, could 


guess something of what high favom 
might work in him; thp venerable Ajrch'' 


bishop was one of these. 


VOL. IL * R 
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The defenders having passed in solemn 
pomp, .three times, round the field, paying, 
each^time, due horflege at the King’s pa- 

t ' ■ 

vilion, th^eip chief recf^ived 'from the Lord 
MSreschal lAt lance, which had been duly 
measured with t> at of the clue^' chal¬ 
lenger, and his 4hield from thc*^ TreS of 
Honour; and *then the defenders with- 
drew to the we^itern barrier,, and took sta¬ 
tion before their own tent, till the sum¬ 
mons of war shoifld sound. 

They waited not much, ere the trum¬ 
pets blew, up a chairge loud and long, 

which set the hoofs of every steed in mo- 

% 

tion to prance and curvet, with proud 

* I 

impatience for the onset, so that hardly 
could',,the khights, ivhose turn w^as not 
yet come, mn in their arched necks. 
Then the Lord Constable of England, and 
the,Lord MareschaJ rode gravely round 
the lists, to sec that all was right and in 

4 

dUe order; and examined again the lances 
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of*tiie two chiefs, who, upon the second 
charge of the trumpets, advapee^ each 
from his station, near the barriers, ’and, 
each crying out aloud the word of combat, 
given him by his lady, they* ifan together 
furiously. . ^ • 

Tiic Llbrd Simon first, brake his lance 
upon the Earl of Aumerle, shivering it 
into splinters,^ and ^with the blow ihaking 
the Earl stagger on his courser. It was 
the marvel of all, that he /ell not; but, 
adroitly recovering himself, he passed the 
sword-guard of tlie Lord Simon, and struck 
him on the chest, with a force, that made 
his armour flash fire, shivered his own 
lance into a thousand pieces, and had nigli 
brought his enemy, both man and horse, 
to the ground. Then the triirjpets sound¬ 
ed, for victory, the cries of the people 
cheered him, and a murmuring sound of 
many voices rose from the King’s pavilion. 
A second round was run by these cliiefr 

E 2 
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with lances duly delivered to them, while 

I 

tumultuous shoutings from the more dis¬ 
tant" spectators oil* ^he castle walls and 

I I f 

-towers on the tr^es encouraged them, 
> those nearea< being kept in order by the 
laws of the fiel^*, which forbade any to 
make sign by v^ord, or deed, during the 
time of combat. But the knights, who, 
in armour, kept the li^ts, fopnd it no easy 
task to preserve silence there; for, as the 
fate of the battlfe swayed, so was the cla¬ 
mour of hope, or joy, ever ready* to break 

I 

forth; and it was wdl these knights car¬ 
ried not arms, lest they might have been 
provoked to turn them iigainst the unruly 
people around them. Those afar off, on 
the v;/iUs, b^ing beyond the reach of the 
laws, seemed to shout forth in very bra¬ 
vado, as if to revenge thenoiselvcs by li¬ 
berty of voice, for that which was de¬ 
nied them of a better view. And how in- 
tessantly they did peal forth, sending out 
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all the signs they could to either comba¬ 
tant®, and calling loudly a “ Fortibus/’ or 
a “ Montfort,” follower* by hooting, or ap¬ 
plause, just as theii humours chanced*! 

The comoat of these chiefs lasted, ♦ill 
each had broken on other several h\pces, 
but was at last decided, in favour of Wil¬ 
liam de Fortibas, wlio unhorsed the I ord 
Simon and broke his shield. 

Then was victory proclaimed by the 
heralds, to strains of minstrelsy, the name 
and titlps of the victor being repeated, on 
every pause of the irusic, with these words* 
“ Repown to lieroes and to the sons of he¬ 
roes.” Immediately there rose from the lists 
cries of joyous triumph, and the woods 

f 

resounded, far and wide, with the mW- 
titude of vojices proclaiming the ‘conque¬ 
ror’s name and Renown to heroes.” Con¬ 


vents, buried in the wilds of i;?' ' tbi^ jt, 
opened their gales, and iti ihi; star¬ 


tled monks, to listen to “ Renown to l;>e- 
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roes.” Never had they heard such sounds, 
till then. „ Travellers from far, jou^rney- 
ing through the fcrpst and hearing such 
sounds of’joy and Jrlumphj^ where they 
.expected oply lonesome silence, or the 
joy of birds, looked round, on . alt' sides, 
under the bouglis; but, seeing ' nothing, 
r save the sun-light, and the farther woods, 
that close them in, they fearied this might 
be some witchery to deceive them. Com¬ 
ing, perchance, „to ^village, or hamlet, of the 
forest, they ask what mean these‘sounds, 

I 

of aged m,en, or little children, the only 
inhabitants left there, and whose ojiposite 
extremes of life alike disabled them from 
following to Keriilworth. And then, hav¬ 
ing learned somewhat^near the truth, the 
travellers urge their weary*hobbies over 
deep roads, at the risk of their ;necks, that 
they may coijie in for a glimpse of the spec- 
tack 1 of chivalry. So they leave behind 

' I 

these lonesome cottagers to the quietness, 
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which (ah! ungrateful man!) they now 
think dreary, and would fain exchange for 
the many pains of another entrance. into 
crowded, life; the distant shouts tanthlize 
the curiosity of the young, and bnng back 
the regrets of the aged; the old man re¬ 
flecting on his long-pasfs youth, and the 
child anticipating his, wh/ini he shall no 
longer be left at home, while hi^i elder 
brothers go to fairs and *to Kings’ tour¬ 
naments- 

These shoutings of the multitude and 
the clamour of ‘‘ Renown to heroes,’' rc^^ 
called to his prison-bars the^poor mer¬ 
chant, who, on siglit of the Baron de Blon- 
deville, prancing in procession amongst tiie 
defenders, had, in the bitjerness *of his 
heart, .withdrawn and throWh hirftself on 
his pallet, there to calm his throbbing 
spirit. Returned to the barred window, 
he there beheld that, which he could.mot 
well understand, not having witnessed the 
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combat. Tliis was William de Fortibas 
courteously retuniiiig his lance tQ the 
Lord dc Montfort,, together with the gol¬ 
den chain .pf his inistressj^, which he had 
Wrn on his shield in combdt; at which 
rose^ up fresh shoutings of applause, but 
both were receiv^ by the vanquished with 
a ^ry ill grace*; and his ‘countess might 
rejoice uthat she was not known to have 
bestowed this chain upon a conquered 
knight. o 

This ended, the chiefs withdrew? ^ach 

I 

to his own tent, and them advanced four 
knights, two of each party, and ran. their 
courses together. They combated with 

I 

strong spearSi, of great breadth, and ran 
with most con raff eous skill, to the wonder 
of all beholdps. It were hajrd to say, un¬ 
til the very last, which of the four most 
excelled; but then, at last, one knight of 
each party bore away the prize, worn on 
the helmet, or shield, of his adversary, to 
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w^om it had been given by the lad]^ of his 
love. 

iNiext advanced to single con^bat the 
Baron de Blondeville and Sir Robert de 
Grendon. On sight of the Buron, Wood- 
reeve turned from his grate, and his hean 
sickened' to behold the assassin appear 
before the whole court knd the multitude 
of the people, arrayed for triumph, or, at' 
least, for honour. • Yet m%ht it not be so; - 
for, the triumph, and even the honour 
might attend his adversary^. It was, how¬ 
ever, long before such possibility occurred 

• 

to Woodreevc; soon as it did,^ie resolved 
to abide the sight of the contest, yet were 
his fears much '’tronger than his hopes. 

And now the trumpets blew up the 

field, and the onset began. . They bought 

with spears, ^and such was \hc shock of 

» 

the first encounter, that both knights were 
nearly unhorsed. At the second course, 
the Baron brake his spear on his opponent. 
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At the third course, Sir Robert shivered 
his OH the Baron’s shield. Then, they ran 
with laMces, or \on^ spears, and the shock, 
with ‘^which tlujy ihei, brought both com¬ 
batants to the ground'. The fi^aroii quick- 
^ iy recovered ^himself, and, as someutl]ought, 

f 

made a blow at his adversary, ere he was 
fully risen. Oii this, there was a great 

t 

outcry,,^and the Lord Mareschal rode up, 
and stood before the King’s lent, but said 
nought. Tlien, the King commanded, that 
the combat should proceed. On this, there 
a murmur of discontent; but, each 

r 

knight being now remounted, it did ac¬ 
cordingly proceed. * Sqme said Sir Robert 
had received tjie Baror.’s blow on his 
head ; others said it had missed him; 
Woodr^eve now, as 'ae watched, thought 
he sat not steadily on his courser. 

However this might be, his horse toui*- 
naytd, and passed with him along the 
lists,, to meet the Baron, like urto a glance 
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of ^lightning. i The Barou* now well pre- 
pai’ed to meet him, sustained the ghock, 
and*the combat was renewed with such 

t 

force, as though it were but just begun. 
It lasted not long. Sir Robert i,eemed to 
su])port himself with difficuiiy, and some¬ 
times almost to stagger on his steed ;* and, 
at the Ifist course, he sank beneath the 

Baron’s blew, and fell to the earth. Then 

# 

he was bon.e av^*ay to his tent, and his 

armour unbi*aced, and the tale went, that 

^ • 

he had been hurt unfairly.* 

The*Baron, ^having snatched rrom»th* 
shield of his enemy his mistivss's pledge 
of favour, a tress of her hair, bore it tri¬ 
umphantly on *^he point of his lance unto 
the King’s tent, where sat witjh the 
Queen the Lady Baroness, *Jiis wiiV, and 
presented it to her. Then th(?ir riiglmesses 
said many^ giacious things to the victor, 
and many noble ladies tbei*e assembled 
testified their joy no Ifss. Then was his 
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name proclaimed, as victor, hy the heralds, 

I 

and his song of triumph chaunted round 
the King’s ^banner. 

_ I ■» 

The poor perchEfnt, from his turret,, 
» • 

seeing how^matters va^ni, ahc^ that nought 
ruuf applause* and honour seemed Jo follow 

the steps of him, who, in justice, deserved 

0 

only shame and ^punishment, felt as if his 

* I ' 

‘ last hope was gone. His pang of sorrow 
was at the uttermost.' He ♦ turned from 
his grate, sickening even at the pleasant 
light of the suli, and once more he threw 
Jiimself upon his pallet. 

_ I 

But wh5 do the trumpets now blow up 
so loud a charge, so shrill and dread', that 
aU, which w^nt before, was sleep and si¬ 
lence 'in comparison of it ? No shoutings 
rninglM. with this charge, nor was any 
other sound *heard contendilig with it in 
the vault of the sky, where it rolled alone. 
So lidng it iastcd, that it roused the pri- 
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s(){ier again from his pallet, and recalled 
him to the window. 

Thence beheld he, in the field below, 

I 

not among the combatants, but amopg the 
s})ectators there, an extraordiLar/ turmoil, 
and a sort of solemn, or feaiful, curiosity 
very difierent from that which they had 
before showed. Their I'aces were all turn- 
ed one way, that was towards the place 
M^hence the sounds came, which was not 
from the heralds at arms. In all the tents 
the company were standifig up, but none 
there, * or in spots more OKposed tc^ h^s 
view, seemed satisfied, that they knew 
what was going foi*w ard. On the place of 
combat, the prisoner saw only the Lord 
Mareschal and the Constable ol‘ England 
riding about, and the herafds gathering at 
the barriers, to answer thift summons (of 
which it seemed there w^ould not, for a 
long timc9 be an end), andf the knights. 
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I 

who kept the lists, watchijig for one to 

I 

enter. 

At last, Woodreeve saw, at the ea'stern 

barrier, a knight enter, armed cap-a-p6„ 

mounted' o^i a black eharger.' There, the 

Mareschal, who was ready, deni^inded in 

the hiost urgent terms, who he was, 

« 

whom he came to challenge, and what was 
his cause of grief? What was answered, 
those only, wha stood nigh* the barrier, 
might know; but the stranger’s herald 
was seen to raise a banner before the 
Ma^schal’s eyes, that he stood gazing on, 
like one a*nazed! while the knights of 
the baniers drew eagerly round him; 
when the Lord Mareschal again demanded, 
why he came ? The knight his-self made 
a sign the air with&his lance, and held 
it raised; ai?d, during the* ^wonderment, 
which this spread around, a herald, not 
waiting for order, but moved by his own 
notions and fears, admininistered to him 
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the, oath, that he came not armed with 
any unlawful weapons, or means of harm; 
after which, the stranger-knigiit di’opj>ed 
the lance into its rest. # 

The Maresehal scorned still to marvel 
and to he at a loss, how he should i)ro- 
ceed; but then, recollecting himself he 
advanced close to the knight, az is the 
custom, to unclasp his visor, that it might ’ 
appear he hau spoken the truth, as to who 
he was : but he, drawing back, his-self 
unclosed it. What face *thc Maresehal 
discovered within, the pnsoner, from hie 
turret, could not know; but lie saw both 
the Maresehal and the Lord Constable 
turn aside their steeds, and the knights of 
the barrier step back; wliile a tumultu* 
ous noise arose amongst the. pikekien be¬ 
hind the barrier, as if they"exj)ectcd the 
stranger would attempt to retreat, and 
they intended to oppose him.' • ^ 

But he showed, iliat he meditate^ hot 
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'/ 

any such thing; for, swi& as an ai;row 
from a bow, he cleared the barrier; and, 
having doite so, moved upon the field of war. 
gloomily and sullen,*like unto a thunder 
cloud, spitading ter^^or as passed. All 
*'the^ multitude' of voices was hushed .around 

V * * 

him^ and the air was so still, that nothing 
was herrd but Che sound of his charger’s 
steps; and,sometimes, the unknown trum¬ 
pets sending their clangour' to roll away 
amongst the woods. 

His banner’was borne highly before 
him, in good state, and with* ceremony of 
demeanouf*; but what it displayed the 
prisoner could not, at his height, discern ; 
neither could he see th*? face, nor the 
crest, of the stranger. As he advanced, a 
muriifi’ving ran throiigh the crowd, min¬ 
gled with fatot shrieks ; butj when he was 
present, an interval of hushedt silence fol¬ 
lowed ; as if suspense and wonder held the 
« 

breath of every gazei*. Slowly, but strait 
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aiK? with due steps^ as showed an 4ccom- 
pushed knight, the stranger rode ii)p to 
the King’s pavilion, ard there stayed his 
horse, yet making iio sign nor gesturej nor 
having even his baimer louvered b)' his 
herald. Immediately Woodreeve pergeiv- 

4 

ed a rising up, and some confusion in the 
pavilion; the Xing motioned with his 


arm; the Archbishop made a sigit in the 
air; some of the nobles, who stood round 


his Highness’s chaii*, ]Tresscd forward 


others drew back ; and those behind, scem- 

I 

ed to move to and fro in disorder. 


The Queen and her attendants appear- 
t*d no less agitated ; her Highness turned 
away her face from the stranger-knight; 
all her ladies on the seats behind, rose up, 
and some so eagerly leaned iprward, that 
they had nigh overbalanced themselves, 
and fallen down to the platform. The 
Baron de BlondeviUcj who, after his course 
and • triumjph, still restdd, beside the ^m^i* 
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lion, sat fixed on his courser, with his ann 
holding his spear on high. 

I'hose on the field saw upon the knight’s 

f . # * * t 

banner the image ()f a vnurder; they saw, 
tpo> Upon hig,black l/olmet, a' wing of fire, 


for .a crest; but what his face was they 
knew not; for Ijis visor was no\( closed ; 

•a 

and his eyes only appeared above tiie 
flat bais of it; and they, it was said by 
many of the beliolders, gleamed like flame. 
Some went so fax as to say, though they 

saw too little to wan'ant such guess, he 

, 1 

was the ^ame who had appeared in the 
banquet hall; others thought not so, and 
eagerly denied it. 

’ . c 

On the banner was a motto, which 

greatly disturbed the King; for, soon as 

he saw it, he cEilled for the fjord Mareschal 

and the. Lord Constable, and his own 

■ 

ti’umpets sounded a summons. My lords, 
the.i^Iai’eschal and Constable, were still 
at the eastern barrier, the confusion there 
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hap/ing detained thv^ra, and very great it 

« 

was, though no one, at the distance of 
the King’s tent, knew the cause of if, not 
a foot having stirred f^om that barrier of 
all, who witnessed the first f'.^Tnoil, on thr 
approach of this so strange an intruder. 

Every‘one there was ,either too busy, 
or too curious, to run to spread the half- 
known news. Soiree, who liad been thrust 
aside after their first glimpse, said the 
Mareschal had fallen bff. his charger; 
others, that he was dead; and others 
again, that he was •held in thraldom ol 
the Lord Consta])le, and the knights at 
the barrier*; which* last was but an un¬ 
likely tale. But let this pass; whaftwer 
the cause was, there he was* at the time 
when the strmiger-kiiight, advancing a 
few steps nearer to the King’s pavilion, did 
make somewhat of an obeisanCiP, and then 
held up, far as his ariyi could reach, ])offire 
his Highness, a sword‘of strange shape. 
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unknomi in our tournays; which, as softie 

nigh affirijied, bore on the scabbajrd, in 

characters of fire, the word “ Justice !'* 

• » 

Whe^hep this were Uo or , not, on sight 
,of,that swpyd, the*'King was sore dis¬ 
turbed ; and straight commanded lii?s Lord 
Chamberlain, w]io stood close bbhind his 
chair, to ask of the knigfit his name and 

i 

style, a-hd why he approached in so extra¬ 
ordinary a way. 

The knight ihade none other answer 


than 

t 


by pointing with the same isword to 


the BaroT\de Blondeville.'" Then, the King 


guessing him to be that secret enemy of 
the Baron, who had appeared in the festal 
hall, and that Ke was in league with the 
^hdsoner;, nay, suspecting he might pos¬ 
sibly 6e thqt man his-selft^ escaped by his 
supposed potent arts, disguised also by 
them, and instigated with-designs against 
the, life of .the £|aron de BlondeviBe, 
promptly despatched a messenger to the 
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L®id Constable, with orders to secure the 
straniQ^er; and he also privately sent one 
to know, whether the merchant was safe 
m his prison ? and again bade his thira- 
pets sound a summons for the Maresrhal 
of the field! 

For the merchant, King Henry might 
have spared his page the t/oublc, and his- 

self have seen, with little pain^, if he 

• • • 

had leaned that way, the poor man s fac?e 
through the grate of the .turret-window, 
looking;upon what was passing, in this 

'if 

place of now-disiiirbed pompj'^and knowing 
less about it, than did his Highness, little 
as that was; and, ibr the Mareschal, he 
was now leaving the harrier and slowly 
advancing over the place of *war, like one 
faint, and hardly able to support liimself 
on his steed. Two knights of the barrier 
followed his steps, hardly less ^ dismay. 

.Meantime, the stranger-knight, hfwtng 
remained awhile, pointing with that s^oal 
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to the; Baron de Blondeville, who, siting 

on his courser, upheld liis spear seemingly 

witliout power to, launch it, if he had 

been*^ so permitted, or to advance a single 

^tep,—^the ^s^rangei^ knight, ’ this haying 

passed, withdrew a few pacers*: 'yet he 

fled not, because of the approach of the 

Mai’eschal and^ the Lord' Constable, who 

gave oAlers that he should l)e seized ; but 

stood in the place, to which he had slowly 

receded, with hii> lance couched and his 

shield lifted, as if he defied all attack. 

( 

No one^ of those, who* heard the com¬ 
mand, had approached him; whether they 
were withheld by fear, or by reverence; 

and, when the Lord Constable his-self in- 
% 

digrugitly rode forward, demanding why 
he thus ui\law fully intruded upon the 
sports, and disturbed them, with intent 
to turn thg.t, which was designed for re¬ 
creation, into revengeful and malicious 

, 4 

war," he received no answer; but saw the 
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strahger suddenly b a distant part of the 
field, in the same attitude of defiance/ 
.Then was the Kirg’s anger changed 
into an ecstasv. of ainazoment; and, fum¬ 
ing to address hiiriseL' to the Archbishop 
who was ?t his right hand, he beheld^ in 
the solemn tranquillity of his countenance 
an image rather of death, than of life. It 

seemed to bear the reflexion of s(?hie aw- 

• • 

ful truth ! while his eyes were directed to 
some object, which so Engrossed his at- 
tention,«that he appeared to be insensible, 
not only of the King s words, hut of his 
presence! His Highness, on then looking 
for that which caused such deep interest, 

I 

beheld ^ain the stranger-knight, on hi- 
charger, before the pavilion,'""wdtb the 
sword again rused: where, ^s many say, 
appeared that word, “ Justice !” in letters 
of blood, and now also the name of Gas¬ 
ton de Blondeville! , 

• • 

Then the knight’s visor flew open, and 
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his (lAghi^^ss beheld the very countenatice 
be lhad $een in the banquet-hall;, that 
countenance looked, upon the King piorc 

r * ' " ' 

sternly,then before; the eyes were not, 
, as. fhen, dbn and nfelancholy, but seemed 

i t 

to fhoot forth fire ; and the strange^ point¬ 
ed again with fiis sword to the ‘Barbn de 

I 

BlOndeville, who wore one, that resembled 

* 

it in (he hilt, though nothin the shape, 
and who now, after having sitten so long 
motionless on His charger, dropped his 
spear; he seemed to totter in his saddle, 
his headi leaned aside, and, in the next 
moment, he swayed, and fell to the 
ground, a dead weight.^ The clash had 
drawn all eyes towards him, when his ter- 
ijfi^ stedd, running ,wildly along the lists, 
conveyed to the distant spectators, some 
knowledj^ of the truth. His two esquires, 
and others who were near, hastened to 

m f 

fai^-assistance, and a^general consteniation 
ensued. 
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King, whor had not objseired his 
fall, and understood not rightly th^* octa- 
moB of it, seeing Jiis fiery courser fleeing 
over the place of war, gueF<3»d he had 
taken fright, and thrown his mapte’’; 
meanwhde the Lord Mareschal had ridden 
foiTrard*to secure the stranger. 

I 

With C(nifusion and almost palsying 
terror, the (^ueen and her ladies *1iad wit¬ 
nessed the truth. Some swooned; othei’s, 
who were the least oveA^o^pe, endeavoured 
to convey away the Baroness de Blonde- 
ville, who had sunk down, ami was sense¬ 
less ; others, on recovering from their 
first sensations, pressed forwaisd to learn 

I 

what might further.^ hapjpen ; Jmd^ others 
retreated, wishing to avoid all ftuther view 

t • • 

of so distressing a spectacle^ Those far¬ 
ther off, on the castle-walls and windows, 
who beheld this uttermost .turmoil and 
consternation, wished only for wings,^“lhkt 
they might fly forwai’d into the midst •of 
VOL. II. s • . 
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it; fo^ the vexation .they had.suffeled 
from their ill-satisfied curiosity and ^their 
irnpeKfect view of ^ those pageants and 
courtly imi^tidns of w,m\ was nothing in 
cpmpArison tp^that caused b/this glimpse 
‘of trpth. 

I 

The fall of the Baron had been*’seen by 
jthe prisoner from his turrbt; and imme¬ 
diately he heard shrieks §ncl the busy 

I ' * 

hum of mingled voices loud and deep: he 
saw the charger <flee, and somewhat of 
the conftjsion in the King’s pavilion; he 

, t 

observed t(ie Lords Marefschal and Con¬ 
stable riding at tuH speed towards it, and 
that the ai’ined knight, who had stood 
alone before the Iving, was no longer there, 

4 

ydt he had not observed, which way he 
had departed^ nor his herald. 

Now saw he his Highness rise up, and 

I 

turn to leave the tent; while his esquires 
and..pages raised the Baron on a kind of 
bi^r, and carried hitn from the field. 
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•■Then, the Queen and her ladies, sup¬ 
ported by divers of the lords, departed as 
speedily as might be The Earl Mares* 

dial continued to ride abou*‘- the ‘field; 

• 

as did many of the knights, that those, 
who guarded it, might not think .their 
dutj' at an end; a double guard was 
placed at the narriers, and all was haiTy 
examination, and^ suspicion. Efis High* 
ness, when he bad understood the Baron’s 


condition, conceiving that he had swooned 
in consequence, of having seen and ot‘ 

' 

having been viSwed by that esijtraordinary 
personage, whose presence had before dis¬ 


mayed him, sent ‘his physician to assist 

him; and commanded, that strict search 

# 

should be made for the parson yho had 

I • ^ f 

caused such n^^peated constellation. 

But, when he leaimed the whole truth, 

i 

and that the Baron’s life waslrrecoverably 


lost, his grief and horror were unrqleak- 
able. He broke up the present field, and 



^ r 

'888 ' GAS;rON OE stONDEVILLf 

r 

with alj his court, sav& sucii as were left 
to assist in^ guarding the barriers, while 
search ^ for the stronger was going on 
within thenj^ qWtteH the scope, and with- 
dye^ 'lo his p;^vy-chnAiber, wfth the Arch- 
'bishqp and a few of those whom chiefly 

t 

he trusted. 

f 

, That honest Prelate faiM not, on this 
occasion," to give sincere and wholesome 
council; which, though his Highness little 
liked it, he was '^observed not to speak 
against, at first, save that he said his 
thought, that this was*no inortal business, 
!)ut a deed of sorcery; to which the Archbi¬ 
shop answered, he thought not this was an 
act of sorcery; il might be otherwise ac- 
cohnted for, when an innocent man was in 
so great^peril,,and justice was to be brought 
on a guiltj/* one, against whom other means 
might not prevail, before judges unfortu¬ 
nately prejudiced fo his favour. 
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^,At this SO' bold avowal of his ^opinion 
of the deceased Baron, whom now the 
King most sorely grieved for, and charge 
implied of injustice Li himself, his «High- 
ness becam<i angry, and answered sharply. 
The words of the Archbishop had fallcTi 
upon his wounded ininfl, as boiling oil 
upon a wounded body, e^jaspprating it al¬ 
most to madness. When he had*dcparted, 
one craved admission* Who. better knew 

• I 

how to turn the passions of this Prince to 

» 

his own account. 

This 'was Uie IJrior of Saint Mary’§, 
who, having learned the fate of the un¬ 
happy Baron, camp hither to provoke im¬ 
mediate vengeance on the poor prisoner, 
and to ensure, as he hoped,jl|]bis *o,vn 
safety; and, for that purpose, he •had re- 

* I 

course to his old subject of sorcery. And 
he seemed so deeply to sympathize with 
the King in grief for this sudden death of 


i 
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the Baron, that his Highn^^s listened «,to 

all he*said, and was inclined to do what- 

6 0 

soever "he entreated. The Prior urged, 
that, df speedily jnsticQ had been done* 
upon <;he Merchant, Jhe Baron’s life had 
Jjrobably been spared; and wer^ j^sticf 
long deferred, another innocent < 11% it 
weTre, not iiijlikely, might‘fall under his 
mischievous arts; nay, that tht life of the 
King himself mighf be. assailed. He re¬ 


minded his Highiiess, that he had both 

I 

urged and dreaded the probability ^f what 
Had happened, when be supplicated, that 
his false accuser might be punished, with¬ 
out delay; nay, that tliQ unfortunate Baron 


had his-self ui^ged this, and', if his entreaty 
had beet|| attended to, he had, in all like¬ 
lihood, been now living. 

On thist the sorrow of iae King re¬ 
doubled; he seemed to accuse himself as 
< 

a cause of his favourite’s death; and, be¬ 
fore the Prior left -the chambel, he had 
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p**omised to sign a warrant for the pri¬ 
soner’s death, bidding, that he should be 
told to prepare himself against the mor¬ 
row. Then thf^ departed,^ grieving 
less for Baron’s fate, than rejoicing 
that if s enemy would soon be destroyed. 

On Earning this fatal resolution of the 
King, the Ardibisi op again claimed hear- * 
ing; for, he was of his Highness^ council; 
and he trieA by every argument to coun¬ 
teract the pernicious advice that had been 
given. He could now no longer * w t Aa 

his suspicion ol thoiPrior; andl^e entreated 
for a delay, at least, of the sentence, hoping 
that his messenger might, in the mean 
time, bring from Exeter *some certain 
intelligence, on the subjeejt of his shs- 
picions. But the misled King, ‘accusing 
himself bittmy for former delay, as the 
cause of tlie Baron’s cruel end, and having 
been moreover prejudiced by the Ijafon, 
for his <5wn purposed, with a notion, of 
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some pretended cause of the •Archbishop’^ 
dislike’of the Prior, refused now to listen 

f f 

either .tb remonstrance, or to entreaty. 

Sorrow and remorse, ar^sinff from a mis- * 
ap^nrehension of the ^ruth, aAunc seemed 
fo occupy the King, who now, the 
intention, as he jfersuaded himself,^of prc*- 
yeilting further ,cvil, yas about to exe¬ 
cute an aet of injustice and st€rn cruelty. 
And thus it is, *if kingjy power pertain 

to a weak head, iwt carefully warned by 

« 

instructions against the dangers, 
which mu^t beset all jwwcr, whether 
p?iblic or private, whether in Prince or 
subject; for, the passions are the helm, 
whereon desij^iing men seize to steer into 
action, as they wish. And thus was pity 
now abdlit to*be made the instrument of 
cruelty. 

Prince Edward, though young, saw this 
matter more clearly than did his father; 
an^ be entreated for the pooir ifierchant; 
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llay, he even dardd to express hi^ opinion 
. that^he had nsed no unworthy art^. But 
^the King was yet obdurate; and ht’ bade 
the Prince ’^.men/ber'that precious ring, 
which 'vas to rcncter him« invincible in 
battle, how it had beeij conveyed ‘away 

ii 

froih his secured ^abin^t to his enemy 
IJwellyn of Wales, who ha5 triiunplied 
accordingly. • 

On this, the cfitinteiiance of the Prince 
showed fiery red, and indignation s]>;irkled 
in his dyes. Give me an army,'’ saiU the 
Prince, that I may fight yofir enemies, 
and prove that ring to be not invincible'” 
The King turraHl fiis eyes ijpoii his noble 
son; and, for the ardour of his s])irit# for- 
gave him his importunity. 

The Archbishop’s brow reki^pd, and his 
look dwelt long upon the Prince, with 
high benignity; while the young Prinoc cast 
dowm his eyes, which had met those df *the 
Prelate, and^ l^ felt, that to deserve sifch 
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dignified approbation, he could encounter 
worse enemies, than he had spoken of. 

Txie King,now demissed his suitors, 
even his srn, and abandon^.’ himself to 
pnef and to K-placed remorse. t '\t what 
was grief, like his, compared witn that of 
the distracted Earoness de Blondeville? 
who, innocent herself, had loved and ho¬ 
noured the Baron for such' rs her imagi¬ 
nation painted him, not lor what, in truth, 
he was. But wl>at, had he lived, must she 
horeaiter have known him for? She must 
have known him for the perpetrator of 
that lawless and wicked act, of which he 
was accused, and moreover for the cruel 
destroyer of domestic faith and happiness. 

A tUi-i was yet to tell, that would have 
‘abolished bei peace for eve»’, and which 
that unknown and unhappy lady, who in 
the castle-hall challenged his shield and 
then departed, could have sadly related. 
Tne person of that lady was he re a stranger, 
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ljut somewhaf of her story had gone forth, 
and^was partly undterstood by divers at 

the court, amongst ^others by Pierre,* the 

• » * « 

Queen’s rniny^:.,!," who, in h''^’ bower, had 

.■ » 

darkly tela ft on his»harp, oi yrapping and 
disgiHsilg truth with fiction. There the 
Baron ae Blondeville hacj heard it, and he 
alone knew how tJ separate one from the 
other; he had ^lieard itj^ and with such , 
conslernation, that ^e stayed not in the 
bower to inquire how I^erre diw the line 

t 

betwccfi them. 

On that same ni^t, there ha® been also 

I 

in the Queen’s presence one distantly re¬ 
lated to the most uhhappy ^Saradter in the 
minstrel’s lay* and whom the guilt)^ Baron 
then suspected of having promptedjit. Fe 
burned to telh him so; butVh^dared not,. 
since that would have brought to light 
a truth, which would have rumed and dis- 

m 

graced him, for evar. Whether this* sus¬ 
picion were ^t, or not; is uncertain; blit 
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he horet deep rancour in his heart agaihst 

that supposed suggcster of the truth, and, 

,oii cthe first opportunity, determined to 

ayt, as if Up had full prouf insult was 

intended. 

\ 

And, this very day, he had'^^nie so, 
when, in the field of contest, he had en- 
countered Sjr R6bert oe Grendon, and had 
cunningly given him that dangerous wound, 
which had felled him y tiie ground. Those 
in the court, w,ho knew the lady’s mourn- 
nu j«jU>ry and her relationship, though 
distant, to Sir Robert, ‘questioned whether, 
even on his part, the encounter with the 
Baron w/.iS Wi/^lly accidental. 

Nay;, .some suspected, that he had for¬ 
borne appear formally as her champicp, 
only becaT^s': he knew, that the King 

s 

would then forbid the combat, and that 

he should b^ laid in jeopardy, like unto the 

pool merchant; wherefore, they said, he 

had concerted with his ki,4Swoman her 

* ')■ 

cha}le,uging of the Ballon’s shield. All this 
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well might be, but ncfthing * certain was 
known on the subjjct, nor has it come to 
light,- to this day. Sir Robert, however, 
was so sorely stricke i by the Baron; that 
the King’s ph^ aiciaiis Ibng th'^ught his life 


in dan^r . , ^ 

. Ttfe |obor lady, his- kinswoman, pined^ 
and •died hereafter, of grief and remorse 

I * * 

for her own former misconduct. Wit!;* 
such a husband.lis the Baron de Blonde^ 

1 I 

ville, how then cou’'1 his unfortunate wife 

* « 
have known happiness > But he died ere 


she kn%w him J 


Woodreeve, who, from his prison-win¬ 
dow, had seen the Baron jfall from 
charger, and had* belield %im '^fter^'^^^rds 
borne away from the fiSd, knew^not yet 
..the whole truth ; but this gudde% revei^e, 
appearing like a judgmentthe crimes 
of his enemy, had filled the poor merchant 
with hope, yet with a kii)d of solemn 
astonishment,—a sort of tranquil* 'awe, 

VOL, IL T 
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which’ fixed him in eafnedt at his 
grate, till all the multitude of the people 
round the grand plain, in gallery, tent, or 
on tree, on coursers, on hobbies, or on bat ’ 
tlementb, baJ dispersed ana \ 'nished away, 
like cloudy freckles before the morning 
breeze. And thus was this ton nay so 
soon broken up, to the sad discomfiture of 
those who had come from distant parts, 
many a weary mile, to behoM it. Many, 
who had been up wit\ the dawn, and had 

I 

endured hunger and uneasiness for hours— 
neithcA' ♦he King’s castle, hor the villages 
round, having wherewithal to supply the 
wants of the vast multitudes here assem¬ 
bled—wf re no compelled to return home, 
with curiosity as little satisfied as their 
appetite"*, unable to tell the real conclusion 
of the festi’ They did, however, carry 
with them a vague knowledge of a spec¬ 
tacle more marvellous than that they came 
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to behold; \nd widely did they spread it 
into distant towns and other shires; some 
to thw heaths of Lincoln, some un the 
pleasant hills of Leijestershirc, some to 
Ihe forests ixottingham, ilbme ta 
the high sgions of Derby. 
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